
by Kathy Reese

 J on Stotts has been a familiar 
face around Christ the King for 
about five years. He has served 

as a presenter on various topics for 
Adult Formation and RCIA. In July 
2015, Jon was hired part time as As-
sistant Director of Adult Faith For-
mation, helping with RCIA and other 
programs. When Bob True retired in 
October 2015, he also took on the 
role of Director of Marriage Prep. 

Jon grew up in Angola, Indiana. 
He attended the Methodist church 
with his mother throughout child-
hood, but was significantly influ-
enced by his father’s more individu-
alistic and charismatic approach to 
Christianity. Jon has two sisters, one 
older and one younger. He attended 
Huntington College in Huntington, 
Indiana and graduated with a degree in English. It was there that Jon was con-
firmed as Catholic. After college, he worked in the local Catholic Church as 
youth minister and helping with RCIA and parish liturgy. Later he continued 
his studies at Saint Meinrad School of Theology, focusing on philosophy and 
theology. While at Saint Meinrad, Jon was thinking seriously about becoming 
a monk; however, his vocation director felt he was better suited for married 
life. At around this time, one of his professors advised him to go to Vanderbilt 
to continue his studies.

Shortly after that, he became engaged to Natasha Hilton, whom he had dat-
ed while working in Huntington, and moved to Nashville. They married in the 
summer of 2012 and now have two children: Eloise who is two-years-old and 
six-month-old Linus. Natasha manages Lush Cosmetics in Green Hills Mall. 

In his role at Christ the King, Jon is interested in exploring spirituality of 
the ordinary —how being a committed Christian allows us to abide in God’s 
presence in the midst of everyday life. He also wants to develop resources for 
those whose experiences of marriage and parenthood require new approaches 
to God, faith and the Christian life.
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Jon’s doctorate is in Religion, concentrating in the area of 
Religion, Psychology and Culture. His dissertation, entitled 
“The Confessional, the Couch, and the Community,” ex-
plores the significance of the sacrament of confession in Cath-
olic approaches to guilt, sin and Church authority. He plans to 
defend his thesis in late spring and graduate in August. 

Read Jon’s article in the Cloister on page 5. W

Continued from p.1

Meet CKS’ New  
Development Director
By Kathy Reese

 A nna Beth Godfrey is the new Director of Development 
at Christ the King, replacing Kate Evertsen who recently 
moved.

Anna Beth was born and raised in Monroe, Louisiana. She 
attended Catholic schools through high school and continued 
her higher education at University of Mississippi in Oxford. 
While at Old Miss, Anna Beth interned in development with 
the University of Mississippi Foundation. This opportunity 
gave her valuable experience in fund raising, annual giving 
and parent giving. She also worked on the capital campaign 
for a new law school. After graduation in 2008, Anna Beth 
was involved in fund raising for non-profit organizations in 
Oxford.

She moved to Nashville in 2009 and began working in the 
Advancement Office at Father Ryan High School in 2010. She 
held that position for over five years overseeing the parent vol-
unteer system, annual giving fund and the Legacy Gala. 

In 2010, Anna Beth married Steven, who is a sportswrit-
er covering college football. They now have a one-year-old 
baby boy, Tommy. Anna Beth decided to stay home to take 
care of him. 

In January, when the opportunity to work part time at CKS 
opened up, she jumped at the chance to combine her two loves: 
working in Catholic education and taking care of Tommy. As 
Director of Development, Anna Beth oversees CKS annual giv-
ing, acts as liaison between school and parent volunteers and 
secures corporate sponsorship for school and parish events. W

Our Most Important  
Social Program
 L ast year, thanks to your generous support of the Help-

ing Hands Tuition Assistance Fund, 39 children from 
our parish were able to attend our school when they 

otherwise would not have had that chance. The cost was 
$77,000. When you really think about it, Christ the King 
School is our parish’s most important social program. The 
impact that we can have on a child’s life affects our entire 
world. That child’s actions, when instilled with Catholic val-
ues, will resonate with others throughout their entire life. 
As a parish, it is our desire that our school be accessible and 
affordable for all Christ the King families. 

In my children, three boys who have attended our school, 
I have seen the benefit of their friendships with children who 
may not be blessed with the same economic advantages. They 
interact with children whose parents are ill, unemployed or 
enduring other hardships. My children learn first-hand that 
what they hear in the Gospel is lived right here in their own 
school, and as a parent, I am grateful for that. 

Your support of the Helping Hands Tuition Assistance 
Fund makes up the difference between the cost of tuition 
and what a parish family may able to afford. These families 
are pre-qualified through an objective third party and thus 
are truly in financial need. There are many Catholic schools 
around the nation who are struggling and have no choice but 
to turn children away. Because of you, this is not the case 
with our school.

So, let’s continue to work together to provide our boys 
and girls the opportunity to obtain a faith-filled, affordable 
and first-rate education, now and for years to come. 

Support from the Helping Hands Tuition Assistance Fund 
is available to all families at Christ the King. Please consider 
a renewed gift or become a new donor. Gifts may be made 
on the parish website, cks.org or in the envelope provided in 
this issue of the Cloister. W

By Michele Johnson
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 T he introductory rites of the Mass comprise the entrance 
song, the procession, the veneration of the altar, the greet-
ing, the sprinkling rite or the penitential rite, the Gloria 

(outside of Advent and Lent) and the Collect. These actions 
help form the gathered community, a people who have come 
from near and distant places with their minds and hearts filled 
with needs and concerns, into a praying community with one 
voice raised to God, the Father. 

The Collect, so called because it “gathers together” the si-
lent intentions of the faithful, is the first of three presidential 
orations in the Mass. A presidential oration, or prayer, is one 
in which the priest, presiding over the community in the per-
son of Christ, addresses God in the name of all those present. 
These prayers, naturally, are reserved for the presiding priest. 
The other presidential prayers are the Eucharistic Prayer and 
the Post Communion Prayer.

Characterized by a noble simplicity and clarity of expres-
sion, the Collect has been a part of the liturgy since at least the 
fifth century. The texts which we use on Sundays in the present 
Missal of Saint Pope John Paul II are from ancient liturgical 
books. Some of the texts are of non-Roman origin, and some 
are more than 1500 years old. 

The Collect concisely expresses the character of the particu-
lar celebration of the day. Like other orations of the Roman 
Mass, it follows the structure of pagan prayer forms used at 
Rome—the address (“Heavenly Father,” “Almighty God”), the 
petition (“Grant that we may … ) and the conclusion, which 
acknowledges the mediation of Christ. The conclusion changes 
depending on the rest of the prayer. By an ancient tradition of 
the Church, the Collect is usually addressed to God the Father, 
through Christ, in the Holy Spirit.

During the Collect and the other presidential prayers, the 
presiding celebrant raises and extends his hands, a gesture re-
calling the praying figures (orantes) found in the catacombs of 
Rome. W

Qask Fr. Dexter
Why is the opening prayer at 
mass called the “Collect”?

The Collect, so called because 
it “gathers together” the silent 
intentions of the faithful, is the 
first of three presidential ora-
tions in the Mass.
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 L ast summer, Adult Formation at 
Christ the King gathered a group 
of parishioners to study and dis-

cuss Pope Francis’ encyclical “Laudato 
Si: On Care for Our Common Home.” 
The study led the group to not only 
connect with our earthly home but 
to also connect with other members 
of our faith community, near and far. 
Ultimately, it became a call to action 
and led to a means of helping those af-
fected by environmental degradation 
and climate change. 

In his encyclical, Laudato Si, Pope 
Francis roots much of his concern for 
our earthly home in his “conviction 
that everything in the world is con-
nected.” These threads of connection 
are not wispy, gossamer things but are 
the vibrant connective tissues that bind 
us to all living things and our Creator. 
However, these connections are often 
overlooked by our ignorance, fueled 
by our selfish, excessive consumption 
and harmed by over reliance on tech-
nology and industry.

 As the group studied the scientific 
truths that are succinctly laid out in the 
encyclical, these connections were illu-
minated. The group began to see how 
the tug and pull of our actions not only 
affect the planet but all of its inhabit-
ants. Unfortunately, it is our brothers 
and sisters living in poverty that are 
most deeply affected and harmed by 
pollution, climate change and the deg-
radation of natural resources. 

 Pope Francis contends that if we 
approach nature with “wonder and 
awe” we will “feel intimately united 
with all that exists, then sobriety and 
care will well up spontaneously.” As 
witnesses to this unity, the group de-
cided to meet with the team that re-
cently traveled to visit our sister par-
ish, Our Lady of the Seven Sorrows 
in Pilette, Haiti. The group sought 
to understand the needs of our sister 
parish but also to look at those needs 
through the lens of the encyclical and 
Pope Francis’ call to action. 

Much was learned by listening to 

Called To Care For Our Common Home
By Cathy Hause

those who recently returned from Hai-
ti. The parish school has critical needs 
in the way of building improvements 
and infrastructure. The group also 
learned that many families grow and 
harvest their own coffee. Coffee trees 
not only supply coffee beans for local 
consumption but also encourage refor-
estation. The group began to wonder: 
if we helped Haitian farmers distribute 
their coffee, wouldn’t that also help 
our earthly home by staving off defor-
estation and possibly providing funds 
for the school? 

Many options were then consid-
ered, but tapping into the resources 
and expertise of an established non-

profit seemed to be a prudent course of 
action. The group chose to work with 
Singing Rooster, a non-profit based in 
Wisconsin. Singing Rooster buys beans 
from Haitian farmers, imports them to 
Wisconsin for processing and packag-
ing according to FDA regulations. The 
beans are wholesaled to our parish for 
resale. The profits made from the sale 
of the coffee are then sent to our sister 
parish and school in Haiti. 

The Laudato Si group recently 
sponsored a “greener” St. Patrick’s 
Day event on March 17. Singing 
Rooster “Irish” coffee and traditional 
Irish fare was served. Attendees heard 
Father Brewer’s reflections on his re-
cent trip to Haiti. Kevin Ahern PhD, 
assistant professor of Religious Studies 
at Manhattan College also spoke. Dr. 
Ahern made the connection between 
social justice and the pressing environ-
mental issues laid out in Laudato Si. It 
was an evening of education as well as 
a celebration of our connections to one 
another and our “common home.” W

Singing Rooster buys 
beans from Haitian 
farmers … The beans 
are wholesaled to our 
parish for resale.

Singing Rooster Coffee

Selling coffee  at the St. Patrick’s  
“Going Green for Haiti.”

 Singing Rooster Irish Coffee in the works
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By Jon Stotts

The Resurrection, Carl Bloch

Catholics, Confessions 
and New Beginnings

 I n February, I gave a series of talks 
on confession for CTK’s adult edu-
cation classes. During our final ses-

sion, we invited the folks in the RCIA 
to attend. The theology of the sacra-
ment of reconciliation is rich, varied 
and full of insights about the process 
of human conversion to which we are 
all called by our baptisms. This makes 
it exciting. But what makes it compli-
cated to present to would-be Catholics 
is that only a tiny minority of Catho-
lics actually go to confession.

This is true generally of Catholics 
in the United States, and it’s the case 
at Christ the King. Consider, for in-
stance, those who attended the adult 
education sessions. We’re all dedicated, 
active Catholics. After all, we’re devot-
ing our Sunday mornings to learning 
more about the Church’s teachings 
and practices. But a brief survey of the 
room confirmed what we all knew to 
be true: most of us don’t go to confes-
sion, and haven’t gone in years.

So here we are, dedicated lifelong 
Catholics and Catholic converts sit-
ting in a room with those about to be 
initiated into the Church, and my job 
is to teach them how to go to confes-
sion, how to participate in a ritual of 
forgiveness that virtually no one uses 
on a regular basis. 

Most Catholics go to confession 
once before their first communion, 
once more before their confirmation, 
and then that’s it. Maybe we have an 
uneasy feeling that we should, but we’re 
not sure why. We tell our nine-year-
olds to go, even though we don’t really 
go and none of the other parents go 
either. (Maybe this isn’t the best idea, 
though there are noble intentions be-
hind it.) When we do stumble into the 
confessional as adults, sometimes dur-
ing a crisis, sometimes out of a desper-
ate desire to make contact with God, 
sometimes because we just don’t have 
anyone else to talk to, we often have no 
idea what to say. How can we put into 
words our complicated experiences of 

love and loss? How does it 
help us to look for specific 
sins in the midst of work 
and parenting and those 
rare days off? Catholic 
guilt is rare now. Much 
more common is Catholic 
self-doubt: we’re just not 
sure that we can ever be 
enough.

So I tell the RCIA can-
didates about mortal and 
venial sins and how to 
say the act of contrition. 
I let them know when the 
priests are available for 
confession, and encour-
age them to go before 
they are received into the 
Church, because that’s what I did, and 
it was a healing experience. 

Except for the unbaptized. They 
don’t go to confession -- their baptism 
will wipe out all their sins without 
them having to confess them. And it’s 
here that we can begin to make sense 
of what the sacrament of reconciliation 
could mean.

For our catechumens, those prepar-
ing for Easter baptism, we profess that 
everything they have ever done wrong 
will be somehow obliterated as they 
descend into the tomb, the baptismal 
waters of dying and rising. As they 
come up, they are sinless, forgiven, 
made clean. Like marriage, baptism 
lasts beyond the ceremony. It is a form 
of life, a way of encountering ourselves 
and the world in the light of God’s in-
finite compassion. And it’s something 
that we must renew over and over.

This new life, the life of faith in 
God whose beginnings are ritualized 
in baptism, is our inheritance as well. 
We can know, through our experience, 
whether we are awake or asleep to it. 
Through faith and baptism, we share 
in God’s life. Through faith and bap-
tism, our false selves die with Christ 
and our true selves come back to life 
with him. Through faith and baptism, 

to use a metaphor favored by St. Thom-
as Aquinas, we experience in daily life 
a friendship with God, a friendship 
that changes all of our other relation-
ships. And God is a very good friend to 
us, even as we learn, slowly, in fits and 
starts, how to be friends with God.

The sacrament of confession, recon-
ciliation, penance, in all its varied his-
torical forms, is meant to restore this 
friendship, the new life of baptism, if we 
have renounced it. It is, according to the 
teaching of the Church, for mortal sin, 
deadly sin, the sin that separates us from 
the new life offered to us at every mo-
ment. Only I can know how this teach-
ing applies to me, in my life, right now, 
in my situation before God. Only I can 
know when I need a new beginning. 

God is always offering us the op-
portunity for a new beginning. Some-
times we need the help of the Church 
to understand this and to recommit to 
it. My wife and I can recommit to love 
one another every day. But there’s a 
greater healing that takes place when 
we renew our vows in front of those 
we trust. Confession is like this. In or-
der to understand it, we have to under-
stand the life we were given in baptism. 

 May God give us eyes to see God’s 
life alive in us. W
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By Kathy Reese

 E ven though it has been cold out-
side, things have been heating up 
in Christ the King School. There 

have been so many exciting happen-
ings. The gamut ranges from Catholic 
Schools Week to History Bee news to 
sports and even more in between.

Catholic Schools Week took place 
from January 31 through February 6. 
During the opening weekend, students 
read essays at the Masses, and families 
acted as greeters and delivered the of-
fertory gifts. During the week there 
were several special activities. The 
Boy Scouts conducted a prayer service 
and flag ceremony on Monday. Distin-
guished graduate Hugh Breen was hon-
ored at Mass on Tuesday. Mr. Stephens, 
sixth grade teacher, gave a presentation 
about his trip to our twin parishes in 
Haiti. He accompanied Father Dexter, 
Tony Emanuel and Marguerite Calla-
han on this trip. Students in grades 6 – 
8 volunteered at Second Harvest Food 
Bank on Tuesday. The school had col-
lected can goods for the students to take 
with them. They spent the time sort-
ing food and packing boxes. With the 
students’ help, 10,000 pounds of food 
were packed. On Wednesday, teachers 
were recognized and honored with a 
special luncheon and gifts from the par-
ents. Other activities included a talent 
show, a reception for the parish on Sun-
day, collecting toiletries for Room in 
the Inn and the faculty-8th grade game 
on Friday afternoon, which marked the 
end of Catholic Schools Week for the 
students.

On February 29, the National Ju-
nior Honor Society (NJHS) held its 
ceremony for new inductees. Twenty-
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one 7th and 8th graders joined the ranks 
of NJHS. Induction into this organiza-
tion is based on academic performance, 
leadership, service activities, citizen-
ship and community activities, and 
co-curricular activities. Siblings who 
are members of NJHS pinned their 
brother/sister during the ceremony; 
otherwise, 8th grade members pinned 
the inductees. Congratulations to these 
new members.

In the technology area, students in 
several grades contacted other Catho-
lic schools in different parts of the 
country using Skype. 4th grade visited 
a school in Boston, Massachusetts, 
and one in St. Louis, Missouri, and 
third grade connected with a school in 

Omaha, Nebraska. Second grade had 
sessions with the schools in Boston and 
St. Louis and also added one in Green-
ville, South Carolina. One of the ac-
tivities the students engaged in was to 
determine where these schools were lo-
cated using yes/no questions, deductive 
reasoning and teamwork. This activity 
allowed our students the opportunity 
to observe similarities and differences 
in Catholic schools in different regions 
of the country.

Other academic areas have been 
busy too. Under the guidance of Mrs. 
Gerrilu Linton, students in 6th through 
8th grade took a written history test in 
class in preparation for the National 
History Bee. The students with top 

Hugh Breen, CKS Class of 1943, honored as the Distinguished Graduate.

NJHS Induction Ceremony
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Basketball Champs

scores participated in an intramural 
bee in their classrooms. Then, the top 
ten of those students took an online 
qualifying exam, and all ten advanced 
to the Regional Finals of the National 
History Bee on February 27. The stu-
dents who were able to take part in 
Regionals were: 8th graders Gabriel 
Daniel and Joey Presa; 7th grader Park-
er Wall; and 6th graders Garrett Goo-
drum and Steven Vanden Noven. Gar-
rett Goodrum placed first in the 6th 
grade division of Regionals. Three of 
these students qualified for the nation-
al competition: Gabriel Daniel, Gar-
rett Goodrum and Steven Vanden No-
ven. The competition will take place in 
June in Chicago. In a related activity, 
last May Garrett Goodrum also quali-
fied to represent CKS in the Regional 
Spelling Bee with Ben Lisle as the al-
ternate. Thanks to the sponsorship of 
the Titans, the spelling bee will be held 
on March 12. Good luck to all of these 
students in their endeavors.

For two days in February the Ad-
vancEd Accreditation Team, made up 
of chair Therese Williams and team 
members Betty Mayberry (John Paul 
II), Susan Hawkins (St. Matthew), and 
Colleen Hawkins (St. Rose) visited 
Christ the King School for the purpose 
of reaccreditation. While the final 
report is not in yet, the team compli-
mented CKS for community spirit and 
connection with the parish, teacher 
support for student learning, and sup-
port services such as library, counsel-
or, and learning specialists. One of the 
areas for improvement is in marketing. 
Overall, the team was tremendously 
impressed with CKS.

Besides cold weather, winter also 
promises basketball. This year, CKS  
had 11 teams with 110 student athletes. 
The students worked hard and showed 
great sportsmanship during the season. 
Enough cannot be said of the coaches 
who volunteer their time to work with 
these young people. Without their in-
volvement, it would be impossible to 
field sports teams at CKS. 

The 7th-8th grade girls’ team, 
coached by Mark Vance, Bill O’Bryan 
and Jenny Morgan, finished the season 
with a 20-3 record and undefeated in 
parochial league and tournament play. 
Way to go, ladies! They were the regu-

lar season champions and the tourna-
ment champions. 7th- 8th grade varsity 
boys’ team, coached by Mike Beacom 
and Jason Wilder, had an overall re-
cord of 4-16 and were 3-7 in league 
play against very tough competition. 
Isaac Vandenbergh was high scorer.

There were two 5th-6th grade girls’ 
teams. The north team, coached by 
Dan Catignani, with determination 
and teamwork went 8-2 in the last ten 
games. They capped off the season 
by beating the previously undefeated 
St. Matthew team with Sidney Long 
hitting the winning free throw. The 
south team, coached by Mark Vance, 
finished the season with a 6-4 record.
The players worked hard and showed 
great improvement over the course of 
the season. 

The 5th-6th grade boys sported three 
teams. James Otto and Steve Vanden 
Noven’s team worked hard all season, 
and it finally paid off with a win in 
the final game of the season. The team 
coached by Daniel Strobel won only 
two games, but the highlight of the sea-
son occurred in the game against St. 
Bernard. CKS was down by 11 points 
but came back to tie the game and send 
it to overtime. Venn Stany’s last second 
shot won the game. The team coached 
by Scott Warner and Daniel Rohling 
had success during the season.

The 3rd-4th grade girls’ team coached 
by Thomas Meyer and Kate McGuin-
ness were undefeated with a record 
of 8-1. The 3rd-4th grade girls’ team 

coached by Kim Hulse finished the 
season going 8-1. Peter Smith coached 
one of the 3rd-4th grade boys’ team and 
came away with a 7-2 season. The 3rd-
4th grade boys’ team coached by David 
Brackman and Johnny Hudson had 
their share of victories.

A note of congratulations goes to 
7th grader Lilly Wilder and 6th grader 
Sydney Long who took first place in 
their age divisions in the Knights of 
Columbus State Free Throw Champi-
onship, which was held February 20 
at St. Rose School in Murfreesboro. It 
is the second state championship for 
both girls.

With basketball winding down, 
spring sports, including soccer (grades 
4-8) and volleyball (grades 5-6), have al-
ready begun preparing for their seasons.

And finally, there has been some 
excitement among the ranks of the 
faculty. Mrs. Gorman, kindergarten 
teacher, had a baby girl (Annie James) 
on December 7, 2015, and Mrs. Foster, 
technology/computer teacher, is ex-
pecting a baby in May. Ms. Clarke, 4th 
grade teacher, became Mrs. Nicholson 
on February 6 and honeymooned in Ja-
maica. In addition to enjoying their spe-
cial time, she and her husband Morgan 
rescued a fellow passenger who fell off a 
catamaran and couldn’t swim. 

CKS has so many attributes in-
cluding the staff, teachers, students 
and the varied programs that are 
offered. It is constantly looking for 
ways to improve. W
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By Patty Carroll Farmer

 T he familiar saying “your eyes are 
the window to the soul” came to 
life in a special way for those at-

tending the annual Women’s Retreat on 
Saturday morning, March 5. The par-
ables of Christ with Mary and Martha 
(Luke 10:38-42), the adulterous woman 
(John 8:1-11) and the Canaanite woman 
(Matthew 15:21-28) blossomed through 
14th and 15th century paintings. Each of 
these stories showed Jesus’ great love in 
bestowing mercy on these women. 

Professor Robin M. Jensen led the 
group of women to a deeper understand-
ing of these parables. She supplemented 
each parable with historical works of 
art depicting the scenes described in 
the Bible. After reading the parable, the 
women examined each painting. We 
studied expressions, placement and ges-
tures to develop a greater understanding 
of the scene and the message Jesus was 
relaying to his followers. As the women 
discussed the relationship of the paint-
ings to the parables, we shared personal 
experiences, insights and observations 
which highlighted the relevance of the 
lesson in our modern lives. 

The retreat began with an overview 
of this and previous Jubilee years. Tra-
ditionally, a Jubilee year was intended 

Professor Jensen Speaks At  
Women’s Council’s Retreat

JEANETTE VOGT

for pilgrimage to Rome, but Pope Fran-
cis declared this a year when the faith-
ful should engage in works of mercy 
in their local communities. He has in-
structed us to focus on forgiveness of 
others and ourselves, recognizing the 
blessings we have received from God. 
As such, each diocese has a Holy Door 
through which worshipers can pass 
and receive special grace and pardon. 
We can more fully participate in this 
Jubilee year by performing corporal 
and spiritual works of mercy. Robin 
encouraged the attendees by remind-
ing us that “in our works of mercy, we 
see God and God sees us.” Pope Fran-
cis advises that we all need mercy, not 
judgment, especially in these years of 
strife in the world.

This is the third year Professor Jen-
sen has conducted the women’s retreat 
for the Women’s Council. She is a pro-
fessor of Theology at the University of 
Notre Dame and traveled to Nashville 
especially for this retreat. Previously, 
she taught in the Art History and Di-
vinity Schools at Vanderbilt University 
and was an active member of Christ 
the King parish. We are blessed to have 
a retreat leader with the skills and tal-
ents of Professor Jensen. W

MILESTONES     IN FAITH
November 2015 — February 2016

WEDDINGS
Henry Franklin Todd III and  
Aimee Elaine Ayres

Miguel Ramon Arias and  
Kellianne Marie Thompson

Jonathan Arnel McNabb and  
Kathryn Elizabeth Braunlin

BAPTISMS
Austin Joseph Adamczyk
Hatcher Kelso Aleman
Jenna Kate Anton
Sidney Ellis Bevin
Graham Davis Brummel
Lowry Wilson Burgdorf
John Arthur Camarata
Avery Elizabeth Campbell
Arden Claire Folk
Merrill McLean Green
Miller Zatarain Green
Amy F. Harper
Adam Frederick Hollander
Charlotte Grace Lakdawala
Paul Emile Leguenec V
Beatrice Olivia Lipscomb
Bianca Martinez
Leo Alexander Mendoza-Knabe
Kevin Joseph Michalowski, Jr.
Hayes Malamas Newsom
Connolly Ann Nolte
Manning Croft Reardon
Micah Elizabeth Sigle
Wilder Jane Smith
Jasmine Ama Bookye Yiadom 
VanCleave
Emily Louise Wolfe
June Rebecca Worley
Donald D. Zuccarello

NEW PARISHIONERS
Katie Allen
Christie and John Bautch
Kelly and Bill Bechtel
Josh Bland
Nicole and Kelsey Boyle
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 F ather Dexter and three parish-
ioners travelled to Haiti in early 
January to visit our two twin 

parishes, Our Lady of Seven Sorrows 
in Pilette and Our Lady of Grace in 
Roche-Plate. Kenneth Stephens, a 
teacher at Christ the King School; 
Tony Emmanuel, business owner with 
extensive experience in Haiti with the 
Parish Twinning Program; and Mar-
guerite Callahan, a nurse with the Vet-
erans’ Administration who went on 
our first parish trip to Haiti five years 
ago, rounded out the travel group. The 
purpose of the trip was to review the 
effect of our past efforts to assist our 
twin parishes and to determine how 
we can best help in the future.

Most of the four-day trip was spent 
with our two twin parish pastors: Pere 
Ernst Dorcin at Our Lady of Seven 
Sorrows who has visited with us at 
Christ the King several times; and the 
new pastor of Our Lady of Grace, Pere 
Joseph Beaufort.

The group visited the new rectory 
at Our Lady of Seven Sorrows and we 
were able to travel in the pick-up truck 
sent last year to Pastor Pere Dorcin. 
Each of these major improvements was 
the result of the generosity of parish-

News From Our Haiti Twin Parishes

By David Kulhman
ioners at Christ the King. It was easy 
to see our contributions effecting the 
school through teacher salaries, new 
classrooms and the parish in general. 
The new classroom construction pro-
vides space for a pre-school, library 
and administrative space. The school 
now accommodates about 160 stu-
dents in pre-school through the sixth 
grade. However there are still signifi-
cant problems. 

The new classrooms have tarpau-
lins for a roof and school supplies are 
sadly lacking.

The parish has difficulty meeting 
the salary needs of the school teachers 
while trying to conform to diocesan 
and national standards.

Many school-age students can 
not afford to attend the school, even 
though costs for each student are mod-
erate by our standards.

The group returned to Nashville 
with recommendations to focus our ef-
forts in the near future on the school in 
Pilette. Toward that end, we are trying 
to increase our fundraising activities to 
benefit the school and its students. As 
we move forward, please help in any way 
you can. Your past generosity is much 
appreciated. Your prayers are needed. W

Marguerite Callahan standing in the new additions to the school  
with the tarpaulin roofing
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MILESTONES     IN FAITH
Chase Breland
Jocelyn and Jason Cody
Katie Conwell
Natalie Cursio and Anu Pardeshi
Blair Daly
Paige and Rusty Denson
Caroline and Rhett Douglas
Donna and Rich Ewald
Lindsay and Jack Fa
Sujiyit George
Krysta and Andy Giacobone
Kathryn Giglio
Jessica and Whit Gorham
Casey and Whitt Hall
Sean Hartnett
Beth Helmink
Jenny and Ken House
Lynne and Chris Jones
Cathy and Mike Kelly
Caitlin and Jeff Lakdawala
Emily and Ty Landers
Camerson Laster
Steven Lester and Chrissy Porcelli
Katie and Frank Mills
Stephanie and Frank Mondelli
Melissa and Kelly Moore
Rachel and Joe Mort
Sarah and Tom Myers
Lindsay and Matthew Parriott
Matt Ramsey
Austin Royal and Brooke Bergen
Ellie Scaglione
Danielle and Aaron Sellars
Seraphine and David Shen-Miller
Leah and Luke Sigle
Char Challenger-Smith and Jesse 
Smith
Vanessa Stabile
Karen & Michael Stabile
Martha and Earl Weissert
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 T he Elizabeth Ministry is an international Christian organization 
whose mission is to “offer hope and healing for women and their 
families on issues related to childbearing … and relationships.” 

The Elizabeth Ministry is rooted in the tradition of the Visitation 
of the Blessed Virgin Mary to her cousin Elizabeth while they were 
both with child. T he goal of the Elizabeth Ministry is to respect all 
life, cherish children, encourage families, enrich marriages and build 
community. 

The Christ the King Chapter of the Elizabeth Ministry was insti-
tuted in October 2014. The chapter is made up of over 40 women of 
various ages who pray, cook, visit and encourage women and families 
of the parish in their childbearing years. Elizabeth Ministry doesn’t 
only serve expectant and new mothers—it also plays a vital role in 
serving women and families experiencing infertility, pregnancy loss, 
death of a child, or those with a child in crisis from illness. 

A few of our Elizabeth Ministers shared what this ministry has 
meant to them: 

Voices From Elizabeth Ministery
By Jan Dunn and Louisa Bateman

“Elizabeth Ministry was created shortly 
after we gave birth to a stillborn baby 
girl in May 2014. I appreciate the bond 
and connections that the ministry has 
created through good times and bad. 
Through pregnancy, adoption, miscar-
riage or loss, the Elizabeth Ministry is a 
source for prayer, faith and love between 
mothers. I hope that it can continue to 
grow and help more women in need.” 

— Kristen Kovar, mother of two 
and expecting her third in May 2016.

“Being a part of the Elizabeth Minis-
try is very fulfilling in many ways. My 
ability to be a woman of faith and a 
loving wife and mother is strengthened 
by this community the CKS Elizabeth 
Ministry has provided. I have benefit-
ted on both sides of this ministry, both 
as an expectant mother and as a min-
ister for old and new friends. I love 
communicating with these remarkable 
women as we share in this exciting 
time in their lives .” 

— Louisa Bateman, mother of three. 

 “I know how helpful it is to have support 
of friends and family during a pregnancy 
and after the birth of your child. Not ev-
eryone has that support group behind 
them. Elizabeth Ministry has stepped up 
to the plate to be there for those women 
in our church who need it. It is such a 
wonderful opportunity for our church 
to welcome and surround with love men 
and women during their journey to be-
come parents. I feel Elizabeth Ministry 
has brought a sense of family within our 
church, among the ministry members 
and those benefitting from it. I am hon-
ored to be part of this ministry.” 

— Corey Rodgers, mother of four .

 “It has been so heartwarming to have 
so many people, mostly strangers, pray-
ing for my little girl! The meals have 
been very helpful at times when I was 
overwhelmed and worried. I am so ap-
preciative of the support of the Eliza-
beth Ministers and have appreciated 
being a member of this ministry as well. 
I might not have had the time to cook 
for another yet, but I can pray for other 
moms and their babies ... and I have.”  

—Tera Taylor, mother of two.  
Her youngest has required several  

neurologic procedures and surgeries  
during this first year of her life. 
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2016 Confirmation and First Communion Retreats
By Kathy Skinner, Director of Children and Youth Formation

Uma, Grant and Harrison prepare their 
reception centerpieces.

Our leadership team for 
this year’s retreat: Mally 
Doyle, Anna Belle Blake, 
Adela Appleby, Eamonn 
Donnelly and Luke Shuba.

 Make way for the King! 

The children discuss and write reflections about The 
Three Trees.

2016 Confirmation candidates with their leaders.

The Healing of Ten Lepers.

The children love to break the eggs in our bread-
baking center.

Working hard to meet new friends and learn 
something new about old friends.

VBS 2016
July 18-22
9:00 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

Register online at ctk.org 
under the Youth tab

Volunteer registration  
ends June 1

Participation registration  
ends June 30
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 T he celebration of Mardi Gras goes all the way back to Me-
dieval Europe. In Rome, the early church fathers wanted 
to direct the newly converted church members from their 

ancient tribal rituals of fertility to a period of merriment that 
would serve as a prelude to the penitential season of Lent.

Mardi Gras came to North America from Paris in the ear-
ly 1700s when a band of French settlers explored the Gulf of 
Mexico. This group’s first celebration took place in present 
day Mobile, AL. So Mobile may lay claim to the first Mardi 
Gras, but New Orleans has made this celebration famous. 

In the 1730s, Mardi Gras was celebrated openly in New 
Orleans, but not with the parades we know today. In the 
early 1740s, Louisiana’s governor, the Marquis de Vaudreuil, 
established elegant society balls, which became the model for 
the New Orleans Mardi Gras balls that are held today. 

It wasn’t until the late 1830s when parades began to pro-
cess through the streets of New Orleans. These parades were 
illuminated by gaslight torches called “Flambeaux’s” carried 
by individuals paid by the parade watchers in the form of 
loose change. The oldest parades still have Flambeaux’s, but 
only as a symbol of history. 

Despite what you might see on TV today, Mardi Gras 
has its roots in the Church and it is a family friendly celebra-
tion, anywhere outside of the famous French Quarter. The 
Mardi Gras season begins on the Feast of the Epiphany also 
known as Kings Day: the day the gift-bearing Magi visited 
the Baby Jesus. 

Today people in and around New Orleans and the Gulf 
Coast celebrate “The Twelfth Night” by giving and eating 
King Cake. This is a circular cake representing the circle of 
life, and you find these cakes decorated in the Colors of Mardi 
Gras: Purple (symbolizing Justice), green (symbolizing Faith), 
and gold (symbolizing Power). Inside these traditional cakes 
there will be a small plastic baby representing the Baby Jesus. 

Mardi Gras means “Fat Tuesday” and it is always cel-
ebrated 47 days before Easter. This date is always moving 
and it can fall between February 3 and March 9 depending 
on the Lunar Calendar used by the Catholic Church to de-
termine the date of Easter. 

Mardi Gras at Christ the King began some 30 plus years 
ago as a small feast in the rectory to teach the RCIA candidates 
that Catholics know how to have a good time before Lent be-
gins. It wasn’t long before other parishinors started inquiring 
about the party and before long it became one of the largest 
functions in the parish. Each year, we remind those candidates 
once again at the Easter Vigil when we invite them to the table 
for the first time at the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass.

This year we had a big time and we appreciate all of 
those who participated, especially those who gave their time 
and talents to put on such a celebration. We look forward 
to seeing everyone in purple, green and gold on February 
25, 2017. W

History of Mardi Gras
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