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Corporal Works of Mercy Initiative Reaches Its Goal
By Jim Bryan

 C hrist the King was again 
successful in raising 
enough money to sup-

port both prongs of its Initia-
tive for the Corporal Works 
of Mercy. We will again sup-
port our Knights of Colum-
bus in hosting a Christmas 
party for the 72 residents of 
Mur-Ci Home and we re-
cently supported our Peace 
Through Justice team in 
building a Habitat Home for 
Khaled Soliman, his wife, 
Sabah Bayes and their two 
sons. Our goal was to raise 
$27,500 - $20,000 for the 
Habitat project and $7,500 
for the Mur-Ci Home party. 
Through your generosity, we 
met our goal and then some.

The Mur-Ci Home Christmas party takes place later 
in December when our Knights host the party, provide the 
venue, transportation, food and Christmas gifts for the 
residents, all of which suffer from profound developmental 
challenges. The Knights prepare and serve the food, and 
provide what has become the highlight of the year for the 
residents, who range from 10 years to 90 years of age. Watch 
the Bulletin if you would like to help with the project.

The Habitat home for Khaled and his family is now 
complete. The total out-of-pocket costs to build the home 
was $60,000, shared by Christ the King, the Cathedral 
and St. Stephen. St. Edwards also provided the labor for 
one of the four weekend builds.

Christ the King provided 25 workers for both Saturday, 
October 22 and Sunday, October 23. We were primarily re-
sponsible for all of the framing on the house. The home was 

The crew on day one of the build.
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Continued from page 1
completed and dedicated on Sunday, No-
vember 12. After signing their mortgage, 
Khaled and Sabah will move out of their 
two bedroom apartment. The parishes 
presented the family with a clothes wash-
er and dryer as a house warming gift at 
the dedication and expressed their hope 
that they would quickly turn their house 
into a home.

Khaled, a Coptic Christian, fled his 
native Egypt due to persecution in 2012 
and was rejoined with his family three 
years later in Nashville. The family still 
does not quite believe that they were 
able to achieve their dream of owning 
their own home in America and they are 
very appreciative of all those who helped 
them along the way.

Many thanks to all parishioners 
who, through financial contributions 
and the contribution of labor and tal-
ent, made their dream come true. We 
will plan to do it again next year for an-
other family. W

The crew on day two of the build.
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 T he Church’s expectations regarding holy day mass atten-
dance can be confusing. For example, while January 1 is 
a holy day — the Solemnity of the Mother of God — in 

2018, there is no obligation to assist at mass that day. 
But before getting into that, I suspect there is an underlying 

question which is “Why is there an obligation, at all, to assist at 
mass, Sundays or holy days?” The obligation finds its roots in 
our baptism and the promise our baptism implies. At baptism, 
we are promised the presence of a community that will sustain 
us and help us to come to know Christ more fully. It is not only 
parents and godparents or sponsors who make this promise, 
but all the baptized obligate themselves to provide the face and 
body of Christ to each other and to those who are seeking bap-
tism. And that body is the community gathered. The body of 
Christ is made present most powerfully when the community 
gathers for the Sunday liturgy and for those special liturgies 
which the Church designates, called holy days, which celebrate 
a unique facet of the mystery of the Lord’s presence among us. 
So, in short, we are obligated to assist at mass on Sundays and 
holy days because we have promised to be the community that 
Christ has called into being.

And, now, on to the question at hand. The holy days of obli-
gation for Latin Catholics are listed in canon 1246 of the 1983 
Code of Canon Law:

Can. 1246. §1. Sunday, on which by apostolic tradition the 
paschal mystery is celebrated, must be observed in the universal 

Qask Fr. Dexter “What is the rule about holy days of 
obligation? Why is there an  
expectation to attend mass on some 
holy days and not on others?”

Church as the primordial holy day of obligation. The follow-
ing days must also be observed: the Nativity of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Epiphany, the Ascension, the Body and Blood of 
Christ, Holy Mary the Mother of God, her Immaculate Con-
ception, her Assumption, Saint Joseph, Saint Peter and Saint 
Paul the Apostles, and All Saints.

§2. With the prior approval of the Apostolic See, however, 
the conference of bishops can suppress some of the holy days of 
obligation or transfer them to a Sunday.

The conference of bishops of the United States, with the 
approval of the Holy See, has suppressed obligations for the 
Feasts of St. Joseph (March 19t) and Saints Peter and Paul (June 
29), making attendance at mass optional on these days. The 
conference also moved the celebration of the Body and Blood 
of Christ from a weekday to Sunday for all US dioceses, mak-
ing it easier for people to observe the solemnity. For the same 
reasons, celebrations for feasts of Epiphany and the Ascension 
of the Lord have been transferred to Sundays in some ecclesi-
astical provinces of the United States, Nashville included. That 
leaves the Solemnity of the Mother of God (January 1), The As-
sumption of the Blessed Virgin (August 15), All Saints (Novem-
ber 1), Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception (December 8) , 
The Nativity of the Lord (December 25) as holy days that have 
not been transferred to Sunday. 

In the United States, the obligation to assist at a holy day 
mass – with the exception of the Immaculate Conception and 
the Nativity of the Lord – is “cancelled” when the holy day 
falls on a Saturday or a Monday. This is probably a concession 
to the shortage of priests, and recognition of the burden that 
would fall on priests serving alone in isolated places when the 
holy day is so close to the Sunday liturgy. And perhaps, too, it 
is a concession to members of the baptized community, since 
they would be attending — or would have already attended —
the Sunday liturgy so close upon the holy day liturgy, and this 
might constitute an undue burden on an already busy people.

But the obligation to celebrate the Immaculate Conception 
and Christmas Day is never cancelled. There is always an obli-
gation (expectation?) that the faithful celebrate these feasts, no 
matter the day on which they fall. While other countries may, 
with the Holy See’s approval, suppress the obligation to assist at 
mass on the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, the holy 
day is the patronal feast day of the United States. (On 13 May 
1846, the United States bishops unanimously chose the Virgin 
Mary, conceived without sin, as patroness of the country, a de-
cision approved by Pope Pius IX on February 7 of the following 
year and published in a decree of 2 July 1847).

In 2018, the Solemnity of the Mother of God falls on a Mon-
day; therefore, the obligation to assist at mass is cancelled. W
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embodies a staggeringly pure love for God and a scandalously 
clear-sighted love for the people of God’s world, a love so real 
that not even death could suppress it. Jesus’ love for God is his 
love for God’s people; and his love for God’s people is Jesus’ 
love for God. Put differently: Jesus is God’s love for us. 

Jesus’ teaching about the fundamental identity of loving 
God and loving other people also explains the mission of the 
Spirit sent in the wake of Jesus’ departure. The Holy Spirit 
comes to be the love shared by Jesus for God and humanity, 
alive and burning within us. As Jesus tells his disciples in St. 
John’s gospel, “The Holy Spirit that the Father will send in my 
name will teach you everything and remind you of all that I told 
you.” But the Spirit teaches and reminds us of Jesus in his own 
way. By dwelling in our hearts as God’s love for us, the Spirit 
transforms our love for God and others, a love that we come 
to recognize in the words and acts of Jesus. Here, love for God 
and love for others is the same because it originates from the 
same source: God’s own infinite and unending joy. And this 
Holy Spirit, this Living Promise of a love unlike all others of-

fers the key for understanding how God comes to save our lives 
from becoming stories of disappointment, emptiness, and ruin.

III. We receive the Holy Spirit in baptism. As the Spirit de-
scended on Jesus in his baptism to the Father’s words of recog-
nizing love, so does the Spirit descend on us in the midst of the 
community founded by God’s love. Indeed, the first and prima-
ry thing that all Catholics share is a common baptism. As we 
proclaim in the Creed, “I confess one baptism for the forgive-
ness of sins.” One baptism, meaning that we are baptized only 
once, after which we can never be “unbaptized.” Perhaps more 
profoundly, one baptism, in that we all share in Jesus’ own bap-
tism, through which the fullness of the Holy Spirit descended 
and remained with him and with us. In the words of St. Paul, 
“We were indeed buried with him through baptism into death, 
so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of 
the Father, we too might live in newness of life” (Roman 6:4). 
Loving is sharing, and in our baptism, God shares the very life 
of God with us by identifying us with Jesus, by patterning our 
lives on the life of Jesus in his suffering, death, and resurrection.

Our baptism itself is made up of various promises to share. 
First, our baptism comes from the promise of God, embodied 
in the life of Christ, to continually share his life with us, even 
to the point of abandonment, torture, and death. Second, our 

By Jon Stotts

On Love, Sharing, and Baptism
 A n expert in religious law wanted to publically discredit 

Jesus by ambushing him with a controversial theological 
question. So he asked, “Teacher, which one of our reli-

gious laws is more important than all the others?” (For every-
one has her or his favorite religious law, and the minute Jesus 
picked one over the others he was sure to offend somebody.) 
Jesus replied with the verse from the Scriptures that served as 
the cornerstone of his people’s daily prayers: “Love the Lord 
with all your heart and soul and mind.” And though no one 
asked for clarification, he went on, “And the second law that’s 
more important than all the others is the same as the first: Love 
your neighbor as yourself.” Then, to underscore his point, Jesus 
concluded, “All religious teachings hang from these two laws.” 
(See Matthew 22:35-40).

I. Jesus teaches his followers that the essence of religious 
practice is the fundamental identity between loving God and 
loving one another. To look at it in one way, loving God and 
loving other people are fundamentally the same because both 
aspire to communion, to sharing, to mutual enjoyment of what 
is possessed in common. Loving is sharing.

All religious observances, all acts of “loving God” rang-
ing from private practices of prayer to communal worship, are 
meant to recognize and expand the spaces in which we stand 
in the presence of God. In loving God, we attempt to share 
our labors and our life with God, knowing full well that God 
gave us this life in the first place. Loving God is living out our 
recognition that everything we have, we have because God is 
sharing it with us. 

 Loving other people extends from the recognition that our 
existence is fundamentally a matter of sharing. When we rec-
ognize that we have earned none of our material resources, that 
even the skills that give us the capacity to “earn” anything are 
themselves gifts freely given by God, then we become free to 
share what has always already been shared. When I love other 
people, I am sharing the fruits of my work and my life, expand-
ing the space that is “mine” so that it overlaps with what is 
“yours” to create what is “ours.” 

While love can be a sharing of resources, material or other-
wise, loving is perhaps more fundamentally a sharing of atten-
tion. Paying attention to someone creates a temporarily exclu-
sive space, a space in which he or she occupies my experience to 
the relative exclusion of other concerns. When I pay attention 
to others, I allow their experiences to become, in some sense, 
“mine” and therefore “ours.” Begin to realize that God is re-
ally paying attention to you, and you might experience a kind 
of free and radical love. Begin to really pay attention to other 
people, and you might find yourself loving them with this same 
free and radical love. 

II. To return to Jesus’ words, “Love God,” and “Love your 
neighbor,” and “These are basically the same thing” are more 
than additional religious axioms, as important as such axioms 
are. Jesus’ words explain his own mission, his own purpose. 
The Son came to live a life so fully and perfectly human that it 

In loving God, we attempt to share our la-
bors and our life with God, knowing full well 
that God gave us this life in the first place. 
Loving God is living out our recognition that 
everything we have, we have because God is 
sharing it with us. 
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baptism takes place through the promises of the baptized mem-
bers of the community to share the teachings and practices of the 
Church with us, so that we might continually learn and relearn 
how God’s promise of shared love will save our lives. Third, our 
baptism comes from our own promise, often made on our behalf 
by others until we are old enough to make it our own, to share in 
the life of the community, to do what the Church gathers to do, 
and to make our lives into effective signs of the love of God that 
animates us. God’s promises to us, our promises to God, and our 
promises to one another, signed and sealed in baptism: these are 
what constitute us as members of Christ’s church.

IV. And so we come back to Jesus’ words about loving God 
and loving others. We see that our relationship with God, our 
active sharing in God’s own life and love, depends on our rela-
tionship to our baptized brothers and sisters. It depends on our 
brothers and sisters because we receive our baptismal identities 
from and through them, and these are the shared identities that 
we live out as followers of Christ. And it depends on our broth-
ers and sisters because we can’t even know who God is or what 
God’s love could be like unless we encounter it in our midst. 
Until we encounter forgiveness and healing and gratitude and 
all the other mysteries of grace shared in the community that 
constitutes the ongoing journey of Christ’s body through his-
tory, we don’t know what God is. And then, when the baptized 
gather together around the Eucharistic table, we rejoice and 
give thanks as we participate in the very life of God poured out 
for us: Holy communion. Or, to translate an overly familiar 
phrase for a new hearing: Holy sharing.

What we share with others, we share with God. What we 
share with God will outlast our coming deaths. The eternal life 
of God is life poured out for others. Love God; therefore, love 
your neighbor as yourself. W

To Walk In The Light
By Carolyn Goddard

I admit it  — I struggle with the Gospel of John. 
The Jesus presented to us in the synoptic Gospels 
is so much friendlier — he tells wonderful para-

bles; he shows compassion for the poor and the sick; 
he has pithy, wise comebacks for those who chal-
lenged or oppose him. Jesus, as he is presented in 
John’s Gospel, speaks at greater length (14:1-17:26) 
and can seem a bit nasty (8:44). At times, I find it 
hard to follow his thought pattern (3:11-15).

Recently it occurred to me that I am like the 
woman at the well who thought Jesus was talking 
about literal water. I have often taken John literally 
 — he is speaking more metaphorically. Raymond 
Brown and Timothy Luke Johnson opened my eyes 
to a new way of seeing John, my ears to a new way 
of hearing his words. Thanks to their scholarship, 
I can now deal with what appears to be the anti-
Semitic tone in John’s Gospel. John uses the term 
“the Jews” to refer to anyone who is stuck at a cer-
tain level of understanding and is not open to new 
ways of experiencing and perceiving God’s action 
in the world. He is using a metaphor for a religious 
outlook that takes “the Law,” or perhaps Scripture 
or the Catechism, as static, permanent, not open to 
new interpretations. John and his community had 
come to believe that, in Jesus, God was revealing 
God’s very self in a new way. Not to be open to 
God’s freedom to be made manifest in new ways 
was to live “in darkness,” to operate in life “from 
below.”

Reading the Gospel in this light, it is possible 
for me to see the “grace and truth” to which John 
refers. According to John, humans are called out of 
darkness to new ways of perceiving, to live “from 
above.” Or to put it in words that we use today, we 
are called “to walk in the light,” to be enlightened, 
to a new level of consciousness. John is in touch with 
a perennial issue in religion. Believers want to cling 
to what is known, what has been handed down, to 
“that old time religion.” Yet again and again, ac-
cording to Scripture, God calls people to let go of 
old ways, to journey to a new place, to see with new 
eyes. What I hear John saying now is, “Your faith 
is not in traditions - however comfortable they may 
be. Your faith is trust in a living God who is calling 
you into a deeper relationship, inviting you to ‘come 
and see,’ to trust love and grace as you step out into 
a wider, more mysterious, more amazing — and 
more frightening — world." W
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By Kathy Reese

 W ith the school year well un-
der way, everyone has settled 
into a routine; however, that 

routine is anything but boring. Along 
with the usual classroom activities, a 
number of exciting events have taken 
place.

On Tuesday, October 24, the stu-
dents participated in a Living Rosary 
asking Mary to intercede for them 
with Her Son. The Living Rosary 
took place in the church. The beads 
of the Rosary are represented by the 
students. One student with a micro-
phone moves around the Rosary to 
each “bead.” The first student reads 
the mystery, the next one says the 
Our Father, and ten students each say 
a Hail Mary. This process continues 
around the church until the Rosary is 
completed. The Living Rosary allows 
the students to take part in active 
praying and to appreciate the power 
of the Rosary.

The fall play was held on Friday 
morning, October 27. The King’s 
Players presented an original play 
about the life of St. Francis of Assisi. 
This original script was written by 
Faith Geshwiler, Isabella Aldendifer, 
and Kira Stell. Under the leadership 
of Mrs. Lina Wellborn, the students 
worked hard bringing this production 
together. Learning lines, making post-
ers, designing costumes, and coming 
up with props and scenery were part 
of the process of bringing this produc-
tion alive. A special Thank You goes 
out to Mrs. Julie Stell for her hard 
work and devotion for making cos-
tumes and developing set designs.
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A Living Rosary.

Gunnar, the drug and bomb sniffing dog visits with Officer Warner.

Third graders enjoyed Makerspace, making bristle-bots.
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The week of October 23-27 was 
Red Ribbon Week at CKS. This week 
centers on healthy choices for the body 
teaching ways to say “no” to peer 
pressure in all areas, but especially 
focusing on drugs and alcohol. Mrs. 
Sara Smith, counselor at CKS, spear-
headed the activities for the week. 
Tuesday’s undertaking was “Don’t 
Guess about Your Future,” which em-
phasized planning for the future and 
not letting anything (I.e. drugs/alco-
hol) interfere with those plans. Stu-
dents took turns guessing how many 
gummies were in a jar, and the one 
closest won the jar of gummies. The 
winning student was Ann Gailor Stro-
bel, who was only one off the total 
number in the jar. On Wednesday the 
students had a special treat. A police 
dog trained in sniffing out scents vis-
ited with his trainer. The trainer hid 
different articles so that the students 
could watch how the dog was able to 
detect the items. On Thursday stu-
dents were invited to walk a mile with 
Mrs. Smith to promote being drug 
free. The theme for Friday was “Drug 
Free Force is with Me.” As an out of 
uniform day, the students wore Star 
Wars shirts or spirit shirts. With the 
special activities this week, the hope 
is that students will focus on healthy 
choices for themselves.

One of the undertakings of Ms. Rai 
Wood, media specialist/librarian, is to 
help in integrating technology into the 
subject matter and to come up with 
various ways to introduce students to 
new ideas. Makerspace is an oppor-
tunity for students to collaborate, ex-
plore, and use creativity with projects 
and new concepts. Another program 
for students is STEAM (science, tech-
nology, engineering, arts, math). It is 
designed to integrate STEM subjects 
into certain disciplines in education. 
The students are encouraged to find 
answers for themselves and to think 
critically in solving real-world prob-
lems. At the same time, they learn to 
work together using ideas learned in 
this group setting. For example, third 
and fourth graders have been work-
ing on a project called Bristlebots. 
Using a toothbrush head, they have 
learned to make robots. Students in 
fifth through eighth grade are using 

littleBits, electronic legos, to explore 
how they can make different projects.

On October 6 the faculty attended 
an all-day Google training session to 
learn about Chromebook in conjunc-
tion with Google classroom. By us-
ing this closed system, teachers can 
put activities and assignments online. 
With this in place, students can ac-
cess information at school or at home. 
This new system will help teachers 
and students connect more effectively.

Fall sports activities have been 
completed. Parochial football began 
using a new format this year. There 
are now three Catholic teams – Cen-
tral Catholic made up of Christ the 
King, St. Edward, St. Bernard, St. 
Ann, and Overbrook; West Catholic 
made up of St. Henry and St. Mat-
thew; East Catholic made up of St. 
Joseph, Holy Rosary, and St. John 
Vianney. These teams played each 
other and also played MBA, Hard-
ing Academy, Friendship Christian, 
and BGA. Central Catholic’s league 
record was 4-4, and they won the 
league championship. The 4-6 grade 
team ended with a 2-5 record. Cross 
country boasted 90 runners this year. 
The 7/8 grade girls won third place in 
the championship meet. Seventh and 
eighth volleyball has a varsity team 
and junior varsity team. The varsity 
team, coached by Gina and Donald 
St. Charles, worked hard during the 
season learning the nuances of vol-
leyball. This attention to detail paid 
off in the end-of-season tournament. 
They defeated the third ranked Holy 
Rosary team and went on to capture 
third place. The junior varsity team, 

coached by Marcy Rehse and Mau-
reen Neugent, placed second at the 
Overbrook Volleyball Tournament 
and finished the season with a 14-6 
record. In the JV tournament, they 
beat the previously unbeaten Holy 
Rosary team on their way to a second 
place finish.

With the end of the fall season at 
Christ the King, we move on to more 
adventures in the coming season. W

The King’s Players performed an original play, St. Francis of Assisi.

Jack Long Memorial 
Golf Tournament Raises 
Over 3K

The annual Jack Long Memorial 
Golf Tournament, sponsored 
by the CKS Athletic Associa-
tion, was held on October 1 at 
the Ted Rhodes Golf Course. 
Thirteen registered teams 
played 18 holes, enhanced by 
a shotgun start and a slingshot 
hole. The winners of the 2017 
tournament were Buster Bate-
man, Ross Derrick, Mike Dunn, 
and Zach Schultz. The event 
raised $3,059 toward a scholar-
ship that benefits a Christ the 
King seventh or eighth grade 
student. Additional funds for 
the 2018-2019 scholarship are 
raised through the Athletic As-
sociation’s annual Christmas 
Tree Sale.
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 L ast May, Girl Scout Troop #449 worked towards earning 
the Bronze Award — the highest award a Girl Scout Ju-
nior can earn. They chose to help AGAPE, a local organi-

zation that helps people who have unplanned pregnancy, need 
foster care or just need help with life. Agape, which means 
endless love, shows that you can love someone even if they 
treat you badly.

Troop #449 wanted to buy suitcases for the kids at 
AGAPE. Foster kids usually come into the system with a plas-
tic bag that holds the belongings their parents put together on 
short notice. The girls wanted the kids to have something that 
belongs to them.

The girls of Troop #449 made bath products, such as bath 
bombs, soaps and salt scrubs. With the addition of a bake 
sale of delicious sweets, they made a total of $4,000 in profits 
from the sales and generous donations from the parishioners 
of Christ the King Church and School. The girls of troop #449 
were able to buy 50 hard-shell suitcases for the kids at AGAPE, 
as well as give $2,000 for sports programs, camps or anything 
the kids might want to learn or do.

“It makes me feel good to help them through a tough 
time,” says 6th grader Nicoletta Chaimes, a member of troop 
#449. “The Bronze Award is very special to me because it’s 
always there to remind me that I made someone feel good.”

On Friday, September 15, 2017, the girls went to AGAPE 
to see the purchased suitcases. The girls got to hear a story 
about how the executive director of AGAPE, Chandler Means 
fostered two little girls who came to their house with summer 
clothing in the middle of winter and had three shoes between 
them. All held in a plastic Kroger bag.

The girls of troop #449 would like to thank you for your 
generous donation and your help with this Bronze Award 
project. W

Troop #449 Helps Local Foster Care Center
By Alex Crews
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 A s Jesus becomes for us our daily bread, He teaches that all are meant to be fed. Christ reveals himself even 
as one who is lost. Will we recognize Him if it comes with a cost? 

At Room In The Inn at Christ the King Church, Christ is revealed as “the last who becomes first.” I 
hosted one night before Thanksgiving day where a guest with dementia who was in our care, lost his way. The 
next morning, I found him after the other guests were gone. He was in the school gym, confused, lonely, cold and 
alone. I drove him downtown to the approporiate place, but maybe I missed seeing Christ in his face.

“Can’t I go home with you and eat dinner with y’all?”
“No, it’s just not a good day with Thanksgiving and all.”
I experienced Jesus in His distressing disquise. I saw fear and need in a homeless man’s eyes. Lord, have 

Mercy on me. I did what I thought was right. W

Christ Revealed at Room In The Inn
By Louis Roberts
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SAVE THE DATE!
Vacation Bible School 2018

July 16-20, 2018

Age 4 by August 15 through rising 5th graders 

Volunteer Registration opens March 1

Participant Registration opens April 1

and no one ever made me feel like I was less of a man. Scratch 
Theory 2, or see me after Mass. 

Theory 3: “This is Nashville. Every waiter has a voice better 
than mine.” Response: See response to Theory 1.

Theory 4: “I’m just there for the vertical experience, to pray.” 
Response: You are still stuck in the Pre Vatican Two world. 
Some Saint said, “He who sings prays twice.” If today’s cur-
rent events don’t convince you that we’re all in this together and 
surely need to build community as best we can, there’s no hope.

St. Augustine said, “Words find their way to the heart and 
mind more effectively when sung than when said, for there is 
a hidden kinship between mind and heart.” (C. 10:33, 49-50).

When we listen to people singing it may touch us, but when 
we join in we take ownership of the lyrics. I believe that’s what 
truly pleases God in worship. 

So after this is published, I want the people who have the 
music studio across Belmont from us to say, “Those Catholics 
across the street are really singing their hearts out. We should 
record them.” And I’ll buy a beer for the one with the worst 
voice at Martin’s after Mass. W

By Bob True

To Sing or Not to Sing?
 I ’ve been singing most of my life. My mother was a classi-

cal soprano who gave up her career to marry my father, 
a tugboat captain. Somehow we managed to have a baby 

grand piano pretty early in my childhood, and she taught 
voice and piano lessons at home. I never learned piano, even 
though my folks promised me a pony if I would, because I 
thought it wasn’t for boys (after all my father didn’t play), 
but I had a pretty good voice and sang in the church choir 
wherever we lived. 

If you wanted to sing in the pre-Vatican II church, you 
joined the choir, because the congregation, for the most 
part, didn’t sing. Mass then was a vertical experience, where 
people basically listened to the celebrant and tried to follow 
along in our Latin to English translation books while the 
priest, with his back to us, followed the liturgy and asked for 

forgiveness for all of us sinners in the congregation.
Then lightning struck. A little Italian who took the name 

John XXIII called a Church Council, not that there was any 
heresy to address, but just to talk about things. One of the 
results of this largest Council in church history was to give 
bishops the option of celebrating the Mass in the primary 
language of their country. As far as I know, most places 
changed rather quickly. That gave the laity, who for the most 
part did not know Latin, the ability to respond and even to 
sing the lyrics in their native language. And the horizontal 
experience was reborn. I say reborn, because I truly believe 
the early Church celebrated around family tables and even 
when they met in the Catacombs. I feel certain they all par-
ticipated or they wouldn’t have taken the risk of being there. 

Now that I’ve retired from serving as Deacon of the Mass, an 
honor I enjoyed, for the people of Christ the King and two great 
priests, Father Jim Mallet and Father Dexter Brewer, I’ve been 
sitting in different spots in the church at different Masses, and it 
seems to me maybe only 50% of the people are singing, even the 
responses. I’ve developed several theories why.

Theory 1: “I can’t carry a tune, and I will be a distraction to 
the people around me.” Response: It’s the voice God gave you 
and He wants you to honor Him with it. If people are distracted, 
that’s their problem. Or do like Deacon Andy does and lip sync.

Theory 2: “Real men don’t sing.” Response: I was raised 
around the construction industry and the fishing industry. I sang 
all through school, as a Midshipman in the Navy, as a Marine, 

Now that I’ve retired from serving as Deacon 
of the Mass … I’ve been sitting in different 
spots in the church at different Masses, and 
it seems to me maybe only 50% of the people 
are singing, even the responses.
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 I t was an era of elegance and sophistication with big bands, ballroom dancing and 
cocktails with names. It was 1937.  

Two hundred Christ the King parishioners stepped back to that time at the 
annual parish gala on November 4. As this year’s event celebrated the 80th an-
niversary of the parish, founded in 1937, the Women’s Council transformed the 
parish hall into a glamorous nightclub dubbed “Club 80.” The tables featured tall 
illuminated vases with white feather arrangements atop black and silver tablecov-
ers. Festive lighting across the ceiling further enhanced the mood.  

Guests sipped the signature cocktail, “The Dexter,” from elegant martini glasses 
and nibbled hors d’oeuvres while the band played background music. Dinner and 
dessert, all by the Clean Plate Club, were followed by the always exciting live auc-
tion with our own Jerry Wigger as auctioneer. Then the Rory Partin Band, complete 
with bandstands, got into full swing as dancers twirled around the dance floor. It 
was a fun, magical evening and a great success in every way. W

Christ the King Celebrates 80 Years at the Woman’s Council Dinner
By Patty Farmer, photos by Chris Hofstetter

z
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Christ the King Celebrates 80 Years at the Woman’s Council Dinner z
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MILESTONES IN FAITH July - October 2017
WEDDINGS
Sean Ross Aiello & Savannah 
Michelle Daigle

Gavin Todd Bence & Regina 
Marie Basconi

Brandon Lee Deaton & Amy 
Jean Meiners

Jonathan Paul Furman & 
Emily Kowalczyk Schiraldi

William Jeffrey Grantham & 
Morgan Rose Zachary

Patrick Luis Gutierrez & 
Meredith Ann Graves

Eric Rothwell Hollihan & Ellen 
Marie Scaglione

Benjamin Charles Pless & 
Emily Lauren Krieg

Matthew Ross Potter & 
Courtney Elizabeth Zola

James Evan Short & Bridget 
Marilyn Rice

Tristen Chad Smith & 
Madison Darice Bolin

BAPTISMS
Elise Margaret Andry

Cooper Joseph Callahan

Levi King Chenery

Wyatt James Crouse

Brennan Patrick Dillon

Adaliene Rae Fernlund

Alexandra Rae Getter

Rosalie Pierce Giovino

Theodore Arthur Ham

Hawkins Patrick Hutzel

Sloane Virginia Jeske

Joseph Eduardo Khaitbaev

Bryan Heath Lipinski

Virginia Rae Merrick

Wesley Morgan Ricks

Rebecca Claire Schiefer

Gavin Francis Strobel

Louis Alan Williams

Edith Lee Wise

Jamison Kennedy Wolfe

Charles August Wolff

NEW  
PARISHIONERS
Jere Sue Adams

John & Jessica Anderson

Carrie Barlow

Monica Bhutiani

Kelsey Birsic

James & Charlotte Bisanz

Nick & Rachel Carter

Paula Charbonneau

Andrew & Lily Claiborne

Michael Cox & Ali Kresslein

Tyler Crowley & Kelly Powell

Tony & Rachel Cucci

Sarah Curran

Michael & Annie Dewan

John Michael Ford

Nikko & Margaret Giovino

Patrick & Rosemary Girouard

Katie Gonzalez

Christopher & Stephanie Ham

Andrew Herman
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Sabol
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Tom & Nancy Murphy

Michele Nanna
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Amanda Oggeri
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