
by Suzanne Lynch

 I am sure that more than a few of us 
were saddened to hear about our 
longtime deacon’s recent announce-

ment that he will be stepping down at 
the end of the year. Deacon Bob True 
has been serving Christ the King for 28 
years. But despite our collective selfish 
feelings, we wish him many blessings 
and great happiness as he begins a new 
chapter in his life. 

On Sunday, November 22, Bob’s 
parish family celebrated with him at 
a reception held in the parish center. 
The receiving line stretched to the out-
side door for almost an hour while St. 
Charles catering crew kept everyone 
happy with hors d’oeuvres. The wine 
flowed as people mingled, catching up 
and speaking fondly of Bob’s impact 
on their lives.

Speeches were made by Deacon David Lybarger and Father Dexter, followed 
by Bob himself. He left us with a sound piece of advice to do the things in life 
you are called by God to do—it will make you the happiest, as it has made him. 

I asked Bob to share with us some of his past experiences so we could learn a 
little more about this wonderful man. He gave us a few nibbles  —“The rest will 
have to wait for the book,” he said.

Bob had felt a calling to ministry for quite awhile and became a deacon on 
May 11, 1999. However, it is a little known fact that he did officiate a wedding in 
Barcelona in 1955 as a US Navy Midshipman—completely unofficial of course. 
When he went back out to sea, he went to Confession. The priest thought it was 
hilarious and gave him absolution.

He was asked to come to Christ the King by Father Mallet to help launch 
the RCIA process. Bob began the Marriage Preparation ministry and has been 
at its helm over the years. He was also a part of Small Faith Communities and 
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Continued from p.1
headed The Cloister newsletter. How-
ever, Bob is probably most famous for 
the Mardi Gras Party.

Held the weekend before Lent, this 
annual event is a big favorite with 
the parish. The food is strictly New 
Orleans and always delicious. There 
is King Cake and a brass band who 
you can count on to play “When the 
Saints Come Marching In.” It’s a fam-
ily event that we hope will always be a 
part of Christ the King.

Bob is a native of New Orleans. He 
was born there and still has family in 
town. His deceased grandfather 
built and managed Tortorici’s Restau-
rant. Bob’s two uncles took over and 
raised the restaurant to international 
popularity in the French Quarter. Bob 
married his high school sweetheart, 
Shirley, and they have five children 
and 14 grandchildren.

Bob believes the most rewarding 
aspect of his time in ministry is being 
invited into the joyful and heartbreak-
ing journeys of people’s lives. He says 
about our faith that we are all in this 
together, even those who have gone 
before us. “The Eucharist brings us all 
together to celebrate that,” said Bob. 

“You don’t have to think to under-
stand Bob’s Homilies, you only have to 
feel, as they all come from the heart,” 
said long-time friend and parishoner, 
Chris Hofstetter.

Jim Bryan, also a long-time friend 
and parishoner, said, “Bob True has 
been an extraordinary ambassador for 
our parish community for over 25 years. 
We could not have had a better represen-
tative welcoming newcomers through 
our RCIA program and ushering in the 
newly engaged. We will miss him in his 
official capacity, but we are fortunate 
that he will remain in our midst.”

We will miss seeing you as Deacon of 
the Mass, Deacon True. But I am happy 
to report he has agreed to remain The 
Cloister’s Editor-in-Chief and will now 
have the time to contribute an article 
every once in a while. And that is some-
thing we can all look forward to. W

Honor Deacon Bob with a gift to the Helping Hands 
Tuition Assistance Fund. Visit ctk.org and click on 
“donate”  to help children benefit from a Catholic 
education.
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 I n September of this year, Pope Francis promulgated (is-
sued formally for acceptance by the community of the 
Church) changes in the Code of Canon Law that affect 

the judicial process by which marriages are declared invalid. 
The changes in the law for the Latin Church are articulated 
in the motu proprio Mitis Iudex Dominus Iesus (The Lord 
Jesus, Clement Judge). The changes in the law for the Ori-
ental Churches are articulated in the motu proprio, Mitis et 
misericors Iesus (Clement and merciful Jesus). A motu pro-
prio is a document issued personally by the pope, on his ini-
tiative. He is the supreme lawgiver in the Catholic Church, 
and he may change merely ecclesiastical laws whenever it 
pleases him to do so.

Concerned that the speed of the process for determin-
ing a person’s freedom to marry was affecting the ability 
of the faithful to participate fully in the life of the Church, 
the Holy Father issued these changes in the law, which take 
effect on December 8, 2015, the beginning of the Year of 
Mercy. The Church’s teaching on the indissolubility of mar-
riage is not affected by the changes. The person challenging 
the validity of a marriage still has the burden of establishing 
that invalidity. A case which has no merit before the new 
law takes effect will have no merit after the effective date of 
the new law. 

Some changes will favorably affect the processes in 
most countries. One such change concerns where a per-
son may file his or her case. A party to a marriage may 
always file a petition in the diocese where the marriage 
was celebrated or where the other party to the marriage 
(the respondent) lives. Under the new law, one may also file 
in the diocese where the petitioning party lives, without 
the present burdensome requirement of obtaining consent 
from the diocese where the respondent lives, and even if 
the marriage celebration occurred outside the country and 
the respondent lives outside the country. Under the old law 
in force until December 8, 2015, a person, whose mar-
riage was celebrated in another country and whose former 
spouse lives in a place whose bishop does not belong to 
the same conference of bishops as the petitioner’s bishop, 
would have to file in the diocese where the marriage was 
celebrated or where the respondent lives.

Another change in the law permits the unchallenged de-
cision of a single court to become executory; that is to say, 
the decision of that court, alone, establishes the freedom of 
the parties to enter marriage in the Catholic Church. Under 
the law in effect until 8 December 2015, parties are not free 
to enter marriage in the Church unless and until they have 
received the opinion of two courts whose members are in 
agreement that the marriage in question is not binding on the 
parties. As always, the respondent and the defender of the 
bond of marriage (Church official) have the right to appeal 
the court’s decision if they believe the decision is incorrect.

The new law also provides for a “shorter process” in 
which the bishop himself, on the recommendation of the 
judicial vicar and at the vicar’s direction, makes the deci-
sion about the freedom of the parties. As yet, not much is 
known about how this process will work, but it requires 
that both parties participate and that they are in agree-
ment that invalidating factors, as regards to the marriage, 
exist. The law requires that all the evidence for invalidity 
of the bond of marriage be readily at hand and that the is-
sues be clear and undisputed. W

Qask Fr. Dexter
Recently, I read that Pope Francis made changes 
in the canon law that affect the process by 
which marriages are declared invalid. What 
are those changes, and will they make it easier 
to get an annulment?
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 T he Christ the King Study/Action 
group has been discussing Chapter 
Two of Laudato Si’, “The Gospel of 

Creation.” In this chapter Pope Francis 
explains that our faith convictions can 
motivate us to care for nature and for the 
most vulnerable of our brothers and sis-
ters. He begins with the biblical creation 
accounts, stating “The Bible teaches that 
every man and woman is created out of 
love and made in God’s image and like-
ness” (cf. Gn 1:26). This shows us the 
immense dignity of each person, “who 
is not just something, but someone. He 
is capable of self-knowledge, of self-
possession and of freely giving himself 
and entering into communion with oth-
ers persons” (Catechism of the Catholic 
Church). This special love of the Creator 
for each human being, according to St. 
John Paul II “confers upon him or her an 
infinite dignity.” The creation accounts 
suggest that “human life is grounded 
in three fundamental and closely inter-
twined relationships: with God, with our 
neighbor and with the earth itself” (66).

We have been charged with “tilling 
and caring” for the earth. Our being cre-
ated in God’s image and given dominion 
over the earth does not justify absolute 
domination over it, but rather implies 
a relationship of mutual responsibility 
between human beings and nature (67). 
We must respect the goodness of every 
creature and avoid any disordered use of 
things (69).

Pope Francis continues with refer-
ences to the Psalms, Isaiah, Revela-
tions, Wisdom, St. Basil the Great and 
Dante, all pointing to God’s love as the 
fundamental moving force in all created 
things. Creation, in the Judeo-Christian 
tradition refers to God’s loving plan in 
which every creature has its own value 
and significance (76). If we acknowledge 

Chapter Two: The Gospel of Creation
By Joe McLaughlin, Mike Schlacter and Maureen Schlacter

the value and the fragility of nature and, 
at the same time, our God-given abilities, 
we can finally leave behind the modern 
myth of unlimited material progress. We 
are challenged to devise intelligent ways 
of directing, developing and limiting our 
power (78). 

Human beings possess a uniqueness 
which cannot be fully explained by the 
evolution of other open systems. Each of 
us has his or her own personal identity 
and is capable of entering into dialogue 
with others, and with God himself. The 
biblical accounts of creation invite us to 
see each human being as a subject who 
can never be reduced to the status of 
an object (81). However, we would be 
mistaken to view other living beings as 
mere objects subjected to arbitrary hu-
man domination. The vision of “might is 
right” has engendered immense inequal-
ity, injustice and acts of violence against 
the majority of humanity.

Just as each human being is an image 
of God, so each creature has its own pur-
pose. The entire material universe speaks 
of God’s love…everything is a caress of 
God (84). All of creation is linked to-
gether by “unseen bonds” which form us 
into a universal family. “God has joined 
us so closely to the world around us that 
we can feel the desertification of the soil 
almost as a physical ailment, and the 
extinction of a species as a painful dis-
figurement” (Evangelii Gaudium) (89). 
These ideas must be aligned with com-
passion and care for fellow human be-
ings. Concern for the environment thus 
needs to be joined to a sincere love for 
our fellow human beings and an unwav-
ering commitment to resolving the prob-
lems of society (91).

Pope Francis states, “everything is re-
lated, and we human beings are united as 
brothers and sisters on a wonderful pil-

grimage, woven together by the love God 
has for each of his creatures and which 
also unites us in fond affection with 
brother sun, sister moon, brother river 
and mother earth” (92).

St. John Paul forcefully reaffirms 
that “God gave the earth to the whole 
human race for the sustenance of all its 
members, without excluding or favoring 
anyone” (93). 

The rich and the poor have equal 
dignity. “Every campesino has a natural 
right to possess a reasonable allotment 
of land where he can establish his home, 
work for subsistence of his family and a 
secure life” (94). The natural environment 
is a collective good. If we make something 
our own, it is only to administer it for the 
good of all. If we do not, we burden our 
consciences with the weight of having de-
nied the existence of others (95).

Jesus invited his disciples to recognize 
the paternal relationship God has with 
all his creatures, from the birds of the air 
to the lilies of the field. He himself lived 
in full harmony with creation. Of himself 
he said, “The Son of Man came eating 
and drinking.” He was far removed from 
philosophies which despised the body, 
matter and the things of the world. He 
worked with his hands. He sanctified hu-
man labor and endowed it with a special 
significance for our development (98).

Pope Francis connects the dignity of 
the human person with our role in car-
ing for each other and for God’s creation. 
Through scripture and the teachings of 
the church, he shows that his message in 
Laudato Si’ comes directly from the faith 
and traditions of the church and provides 
direction for addressing the social and 
environmental problems of our world. 

Our Faith cries out, “All things have 
been created through Him and for Him 
(Col 1:16). W

Reflections on Pope Francis’ Encyclical, Laudato Si’
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 P arishioner Ricky Shinall, a general 
surgeon and doctoral candidate in 
New Testament at Vanderbilt, pre-

sented the first of four sessions exploring 
Pope Francis’ environmental encyclical, 
Laudato Si’.  Here are some excerpts from 
his presentation. 

W
The two Creation stories found in 

Genesis 1:1-2:4a and 2:4b-2:25 provide 
rich resources for understanding the rela-
tionship among God, humanity and the 
rest of creation. 

Genesis 1:1 begins with an image of 
primordial chaos—“In the beginning 
God created the heavens and the earth. 
And the earth was without form, and 
void; and darkness was upon the face of 
the deep.”

After five days of creating order from 
chaos, dividing light from darkness and 
water from sky, God said, “Let us make 
humankind in our image, according to 
our likeness; and let them have domin-
ion over the fish of the sea, and over the 
birds of the air, and over the cattle, and 
over all the wild animals of the earth, 
and over every creeping thing that creeps 
upon the earth. Finally, after completing 
his creation, God saw everything that he 
had made, and indeed, it was very good.”

This story emphasizes a systematic 
movement from chaos to order and 
also that God sees creation as good, 
an important point, because in early 
Christianity, some viewed material 
creation as inherently evil, an obstacle 
to be overcome to reach the spiritual 
realm. The church ultimately rejected 
these views and affirmed the goodness 
of creation.

Early Christianity also stressed that 
by studying the created world and its or-
der, we can come to know God. In Ro-
mans, St. Paul speaking of the Gentiles, 
“For what can be known about God is 
plain to them, because God has shown 
it to them. Ever since the creation of 
the world, his invisible nature, namely, 
his eternal power and deity, has been 
clearly perceived in the things that have 
been made.” 

Creation Stories and Why They Matter
By Joceline Lemaire

Laudato Si’ (85) supports this, saying, 
“for the believer, to contemplate creation 
is to hear a message, to listen to a para-
doxical and silent voice. We can say that, 
‘alongside revelation properly so–called, 
contained in sacred Scripture, there is a 
divine manifestation in the blaze of the 
sun and the fall of night.’” 

The first Creation story also introduc-
es the idea that humanity is the pinnacle 
of creation. Only humans are created in 
the image and likeness of God, thereby 
having a spiritual nature, capacity for 
intellect and moral decision-making, and 
exercising dominion over creation. 

“So God created humankind in his 
image, in the image of God he created 
them; male and female he created them” 
(Genesis 1:27). 

“The Bible teaches that every man 
and woman is created out of love and 
made in God’s image and likeness. This 
shows us the immense dignity of each 
person...the special love of the Creator 
for each human being confers upon him 
or her an infinite dignity....The Cre-
ator can say to each one of us: ‘Before I 
formed you in the womb, I knew you.’ 
We were conceived in the heart of God, 
and for this reason ‘each of us is the re-
sult of a thought of God. Each of us is 
willed, each of us is loved, each of us is 
necessary’” (65).

Modern ecology advocates have criti-
cized the biblical notions of humanity as 
pinnacle of creation and having domin-
ion over the earth for giving a false justi-
fication of human abuse and degradation 
of the environment. In Laudato Si’, Pope 
Francis grieves that the earth “now cries 
out to us because of the harm we have 
inflicted on her by our irresponsible use 
and abuse of the goods with which God 
has endowed her.”

Modern ecotheology, including Lau-
dato Si’, reinterprets dominion. From a 
former understanding of dominion as 
granting license to do whatever we want 
with the created world, dominion is now 
seen as stewardship and being loving 
caretakers for the created world in coop-
eration with God, who loves and sustains 

the world. This brings us to the second 
creation story found in Genesis 2:4-25. 

“In the day that the LORD God made 
the earth and the heavens, when no plant 
of the field was yet in the earth and no 
herb of the field had yet sprung up—for 
the LORD God had not caused it to rain 
upon the earth, and there was no one to 
till the ground; but a stream would rise 
from the earth, and water the whole face 
of the ground— then the LORD God 
formed man from the dust of the ground, 
and breathed into his nostrils the breath 
of life; and the man became a living be-
ing. And the LORD God planted a gar-
den in Eden, in the east; and there he 
put the man whom he had formed....The 
Lord God took the man and put him in 
the Garden of Eden to till it and keep it.” 
(Genesis 2:4 – 8, 15)

The second story presents humanity 
as having been created from the earth 
and from God’s spirit and presents hu-
mans as keepers of Creation. 

That is one reason there aren’t any 
plants at the beginning of the story as 
there is no one to till the soil. Adam was 
given the job of tilling and keeping the 
Garden of Eden with his partner, Eve. 
As explained in the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church (378), “The sign of 
man’s familiarity with God is that God 
places him in the garden. There he lives 
‘to till it and keep it.’” For this reason 
Pope Francis addressed his encyclical to 
the entire world, stating, “The urgent 
challenge to protect our common home 
includes a concern to bring the whole hu-
man family together to seek a sustainable 
and integral development, for we know 
that things can change. The Creator does 
not abandon us; he never forsakes his 
loving plan or repents of having created 
us. Humanity still has the ability to work 
together in building our common home...
Everyone’s talents and involvement are 
needed to redress the damage caused by 
human abuse of God’s creation. All of us 
can cooperate as instruments of God for 
the care of creation, each according to his 
or her own culture, experience, involve-
ments and talents” (13). W
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By Kathy Reese

 S ome big changes have accompa-
nied the beginning of another 
new school year. These changes 

include enrollment, new teachers and 
teaching strategies —to name a few.

With the school year moving to-
ward the half way point, a look into 
the classrooms will reveal some of the 
special projects the students and teach-
ers are working on.

The Pre-K class recently held their 
annual Thanksgiving potluck luncheon 
in the West Wing on November 23. 
The students made placemats and hats 
to commemorate this event. Parents 
joined their children and the students 
displayed their creations.

When Mrs. Woodman, principal of 
CKS, had her VIP lunch with students 
from different classes, the Kindergar-
teners tell her that one of the best parts 
of Kindergarten is the Daily Five. This 
is a five-pronged reading program that 
includes small group guided reading 
with Mrs. Gorman three times a week, 
reading to self two/three times a week, 
listening to reading once a week, bud-
dy reading daily and visiting the Word 
Work Centers daily.

In the 1st grade, students are learn-
ing letter writing skills in anticipation 
of their letters to Santa. They have also 
been eagerly studying rocks and have 
brought their “rock collections” to 
share with classmates. 

During December, parishioner Mer-
rill Bohren will present a Junior Achieve-
ment project focusing on communities 
and their needs/wants. An alumna of 
CKS and parent of a former student, 
Merrill has volunteered in this capacity 
for many years. 
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Second grade finished a Junior 
Achievement (JA) venture in Novem-
ber led by Mike Dunn, who is an 
alumni and parent of a current student. 
The JA unit focuses on jobs and work-
ers found in the community. According 
to Mike, the favorite part for the stu-
dents is making doughnuts. Mike has 
volunteered in this position for many 
years, even before he was a parent. 
The students are also taking part in an 
engaging activity using Skype. They 
are reading The Year of Billy Miller 
by Kevin Hankes and discussing the 
book with students in Ohio, Arizona 
and Wisconsin. Using the Kahoot app 
on Ipads, they compete with their Ohio 
counterparts taking quizzes on each 

chapter. Technology allows them to see 
who answers correctly first.

Third grade students are being intro-
duced to the field of package engineer-
ing through STEM (Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering, Mathematics). They 
are learning how the needs of the prod-
ucts and the consumers affect package 
design. This unit includes determining 
which functions must be considered for 
packages designed for plants. The stu-
dents will then create a package, taking 
into consideration the cost of materials 
as well as the needs of the plant and the 
consumers.

Part of the curriculum in 4th and 
7th grades is Tennessee History. To that 
end, these classes visited the Tennessee 

The band performs at Granparents Day

Faculty in Halloween spirit
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History Festival at the Bicentennial Mall 
State Park. Among the many activities, 
fourth graders practiced writing with 
a quill pen and closing the letter with 
wax and their choice of a seal. Students 
in seventh grade had the opportunity to 
take part in shooting a cannon.

This year, the 5th grade had their 
class retreat in October. Team building 
and cooperation was the theme. Many 
of the activities centered on this theme. 
One example is the Spider Web Game. 
Participants stand in a circle with a 
ball of yarn. Every time the ball of 
yarn is tossed across the circle to a stu-
dent, the person tossing the yarn says 
something they like about that person. 
In the end, the yarn has made a spider 
web, and the students can see how they 
are all connected.

One of the units the 6th grade has 
studied is fossils. So a trip to Mammoth 
Cave was in order. The students really 
enjoyed the stalactite and stalagmite 
formations; however, several of them 
thought the cave crickets were scary. 

In addition to their trip to Bicen-

tennial Mall, 7th grade students have 
been learning about Pope Francis’s 
encyclical Laudato Si’ concerning the 
environment. They read summaries 
of the document and watched a video 
on it. After this study, students wrote 
essays outlining a call to action with 
ideas such as being energy conscious, 
cleaning parks and other areas, and 
planting trees, just to name a few of 
the objectives. Sam Deckbar summed 
up this call to action writing, “Pope 
Francis…calls us to take care of God’s 
creation as Jesus would.”

The 8th grade class is leading 
the way in preparing for the annual 
Christmas Pageant. Mrs. Schwarz and 
Ms. Skinner held tryouts recently and 
are very excited to begin rehearsals. 
The following students will be taking 
the roles: Kendall Rosinski - Gabriel; 
Samantha Grover – Mary; Thomas 
Numnum – Joseph; Rebecca Darke 
– Royal Messenger; Charlotte Duke, 
Nadia Hobeika and Gretchen Lux – 
angels; DJ Vigerust, Hampton Smith 
and Grant Tinsey – Wise Men; Em-

ily Brackman – Herod; Karly Guzda, 
Danielle Meacham and Tori Rowan 
–Narrators; Benny DeTrude – Stage-
hand and Star . The 7th and 8th grade 
choir will also participate.

November signals the beginning of 
basketball season. There are 11 bas-
ketball teams at CKS this year with 
the 5 /6 grade level having five teams. 
Scheduling practice time and game 
times for these teams can be hectic, 
but fielding these teams would not be 
possible without the help of parents 
and parishioners. A huge Thank You 
must go out to the following people 
for giving of their time so generously: 
3/4 grade coaches – Peter Smith, Da-
vid Brackman, Kim Hulse, Thomas 
Meyer, Kate McGuinness; 5/6 grade 
coaches – Mark Vance, Daniel Roh-
ling, Dan Catignani, Elaine Bryan, 
Donald St. Charles, Daniel Strobel, 
James Otto, Scott Warner; 7/8 grade 
coaches – Mark Vance, Bill O’Bryan, 
Mike Beacom, Jason Wilder. These 
coaches, along with their players, are 
sure to provide an exciting season. W

Boys interested in joining the Boy Scouts Troop at Christ the King should contact John Green at john.green1914@gmail.com.
Boy Scouts Troop 11 Visits Metro Council
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By Patty Carroll Farmer

 F all Splendor, the annual parish dinner 
sponsored by the Women’s Council, 
was splendid indeed. On Saturday, 

November 7th, 208 parishioners and 
friends gathered in the Parish Hall for an 
evening of camaraderie and fun.

Barbara Nanni orchestrated the 
transformation of the Parish Hall into 
an elegant venue. Tables were covered 
in white floor length cloths with choco-
late overlays and burlap runners. Dried 
hydrangeas had been sprayed, glittered 
and arranged on pedestals with feather 
“tails.” Candle glow completed the fes-
tive atmosphere.

Silent Auction items from many gen-
erous donors were beautifully arranged 
by Susie O’Bryan and her team after 
being carefully logged by Pat Lavorini. 
Jewelry, designer bags, restaurant cer-
tificates and fine wines were on display 
along with hundreds of other items. 

Women’s Council’s Annual Dinner

JEANETTE VOGT

 M aybe the fact that there are many lawyers in my family 
and among my friends explains why I have been think-
ing about justice recently. Or maybe such thoughts re-

flect development in my faith life. In any event, the following 
three phrases have been playing in my mind:

Retributive justice: “a system of criminal justice based on 
punishment of offenders rather than on rehabilitation.” Even 
a small child can grasp this concept: you hit me and I will hit 
you back. We humans seem to have an instinctual reaction 
to being hurt; we want to make the offender suffer for his or 
her behavior. At best, punishment serves as a deterrent. At 
worse, it takes the form of revenge and engenders a vicious, 
widening cycle.

Restorative justice: “a system of criminal justice that fo-
cuses on the rehabilitation of offenders through reconciliation 
with victims and the community at large.” This approach to 
justice is less interested in punishment and more interested in 
responding to the needs of the victim, the offender and the 
community involved. As a concept, it takes greater maturity 
to grasp. It is more complex and demanding to implement. 
Indeed, all the people involved are asked to move through 
natural inclinations and to process difficult emotions. They 
are asked to build some amount of trust where trust has been 

violated, often violently, in the past.
Contemplative justice: the best I could come up with for 

a definition is a statement on Nashville’s Center for Contem-
plative Justice’s website. “The mission of the Center for Con-
templative Justice is to foster acts of corporate justice arising 
from contemplation. The mission furthermore is to support 
individuals in their contemplative life to the end that they form 
visions of personal well-being, which lead to visions for social 
and structural well-being.” 

As a follower of Jesus and a member of the mystical body 
of Christ, contemplative justice speaks to me. First, it demands 
that I bring to bear my relationship with God as I consider 
aspects and issues in my own life and in the lives of communi-
ties in which I live. Second, contemplative justice allows me to 
pursue justice whether or not any crime has been committed. 
It is pro-active rather than reactive. Finally, this understanding 
of justice is concerned with the common good—a concept my 
Catholic upbringing demands I consider. 

Perhaps my thinking about justice has little or nothing to 
do with the propensity of lawyers but is actually a spiritual 
calling to form my life around resting in God’s presence and 
being sent forth to foster the common good—a life of breath-
ing in gracefully and breathing out justly. W

Justice 
by Carolyn Goodard

Continue on page 10
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By Jim Bryan 

 T he rectory landscaping project, 
which we hoped would be com-
pleted last winter, was delayed 

due to the installation of the new 
windows in the rectory taking lon-
ger than anticipated. The old plants 
were removed, but once the installa-
tion was delayed past the early spring 
it was deemed prudent to delay the 
planting of new shrubs and other 
plants until this winter. Thus we 
had to endure the past year with one 
third of our grounds looking some-
what shabby and drab. Well, winter 
is here and the plants are scheduled 
to be installed the week after the 
publication of this issue.

 T he pastor of our twin parish in Pi-
lette, Pere Joseph Dorcin, has sent 
us his thanks for the great gener-

osity of our parishioners at Christ the 
King. His parish, Our Lady of Seven 
Sorrows, is benefitting from a new rec-
tory and pick-up truck in addition to 
the salaries being paid to teachers in 
the parish school. P. Dorcin was able 
to move into the rectory just before 
last Christmas when the first floor was 
completed, and the truck arrived late 
last summer.

The bishop of Fort Liberte has as-
signed a new pastor to our twin par-
ish in Roche Plate, Our Lady of Grace. 
Pere Joseph Beaufort has been in the 
parish since mid-October. Pere Beau-
fort is a long-time friend of Pere Dor-
cin, having served as an altar boy for 
Pere Dorcin when he was a young boy.

Our Haiti Support Group is pre-
paring to take our second trip to our 
Twin Parishes. Four of our parishio-
ners are making the trip in early Janu-
ary of this coming year. We will be 
renewing friendships and evaluating 

Rectory Landscaping Dream—Almost A Reality
The project, which will complete the 

re-landscaping of our campus grounds, 
has been a long time coming and a 
dream of many of our parishioners. We 
are grateful for the intercession of St. 
Fiacre of Breuil, the patron saint of gar-
deners. And we are extremely thankful 
for the contributions of Tony Emmanu-
el, who donated the plants; Brett Wes-
nofske, who supervised the project; and 
Tara Armistead, our landscape archi-
tect who designed the project. Without 
their contributions, this project would 
still be merely a dream. 

Later this winter, after the plants 
are in the ground, an irrigation sys-
tem will be installed. Once the lines 

for the irrigation system are in place, 
work will begin on the courtyard to 
be created between the rectory dining 
room and the north side of the sanc-
tuary. The courtyard will have hard-
scape and a water feature that will 
be somewhat enclosed by plants to 
provide a quiet place for contempla-
tion. Our goal is to have the courtyard 
completed by early spring. 

During the dark and cold days of 
winter, we can look forward to the ad-
dition of new plants to beautify our 
parish grounds and the creation of a 
new space for contemplation and con-
versation. Just one more reason to look 
forward to the coming of spring. W

News From Our Haiti Twin Parishes
By David Kulhman

the current situation 
to see how we can 
best serve our two 
parishes. The group 
currently includes pa-
rishioners Tony Em-
manuel, Marguerite 
Callahan, Kenneth 
Stephens and our pas-
tor, Fr. Dexter Brew-
er. Tony has some 
years of experience in 
other areas of Haiti as 
a representative of St. 
Ignatius’ Twin Par-
ish Program before 
becoming involved with the Christ 
the King program. Marguerite also 
has been to Haiti a number of times 
and was active in Cathedral’s program 
before becoming involved with our 
program. Kenneth is a teacher in our 
school and will be going in order to ob-
serve the parish school in Pilette with 
an eye on how we can best help the 
students. Fr. Dexter will be able to ob-
serve first-hand the conditions in our 

two Twin Parishes and can draw on 
his own experience as a pastor to help 
us decide how best to move forward in 
our efforts to help the good people of 
Haiti.

Thanks again for your continuing 
generosity in supporting our efforts 
to help our Twin Parishes. Please keep 
the people of Haiti in your prayers and 
pray especially for the success of our 
trip to Haiti in January. W

The new rectory at Our Lady of Seven Sorrows
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 T raditionally, Elizabeth, Mother of 
John the Baptist, was honored on 
November 4th. Despite that the 

current church calendar no longer cel-
ebrates the feast, Father Dexter and the 
CTK Elizabeth Ministers recognized 
Saint Elizabeth with a special Mass and 
a reception.

Scripture tells us that Elizabeth and 
her husband, Zachariah, had prayed for a 
child. But when told they would conceive 
a son at such an advanced age, Elizabeth 
found the idea laughable and Zachariah 
was dumbfounded in disbelief. 

Mary, on the other hand, was very 
young when she learned she was to be-
come the mother of God’s Son. We also 
learn from scripture, after being told of 
her own pregnancy, Mary left for the hill 
country to be with her cousin Elizabeth. 
I had always thought this journey to be 
with her cousin was a selfless act of love on 
Mary’s part. It may have been. However 
when I consider how Our Blessed Mother 
must have felt…pregnant, unmarried, 
unplanned and so young…it could be she 
needed the support of another mother. 
And oh, the support she received. Eliza-
beth, immediately recognized Mary was 
carrying the Child Jesus, declared on see-
ing her, “Who am I that the mother of my 
Lord should come to me?” The canticle of 
Mary validates Elizabeth’s proclamation. 
I like to think that Mary was overjoyed 

Elizabeth Ministery celebrate St. Elizabeth’s Feast Day
By Jan Dunn

with the generous women of our parish 
who have offered their time to support, 
pray for and cook for other women in 
their time of need. On November 4th 
we reflected on Elizabeth and Mary’s 
relationship and on the impact similar 
support offered can make on another’s 
life. We appreciate the women who 
have blessed us by allowing us to sup-
port them this past year, and we contin-
ue to pray for them and their families. W

that  Elizabeth understood immediately.
Following the example of Mary and 

Elizabeth, Elizabeth Ministry strives 
to support women in their childbear-
ing years—connecting pregnant moth-
ers with mothers who have had similar 
experiences and those trying to conceive 
with other women who have experi-
enced infertility.

It has been my honor to participate 

Elizabeth Ministry members left to right front row: Mary Dunn, Uyen Phillips, 
Mary Kate O’Brien, Sarah Beth Downey and Louisa Bateman. Second row, left 
to right: Lisa Cochran, Mary Farfaglia, Deborah Williams, Kristen Kovar, Becca 
Bradley, Corey Rodgers and Jan Dunn.

There was something for everyone. 
The complimentary signature cock-

tail, dubbed Pear Splendor, was offered 
to each guest at registration. A concoc-
tion of pear juice, citron vodka and fresh 
lime was the drink chosen by the women 
at a Women’s Council evening meeting. 
The ladies tested five different cocktails 
(just a taste of each!) from a selection 
prepared by Priscilla Watson and myself, 
WC’s mixologists and co-presidents. 

Clean Plate Club served hors 
d’oeuvres while everyone visited and 
shopped. When guests took their as-
signed seats, Priscilla and I welcomed 
everyone and explained that all pro-

ceeds would be donated primarily 
Christ the King Church and School. 
Each year the Women’s Council awards 
a merit-based scholarship to a 7th or 
8th grader, chosen by the faculty, based 
on Christian values and an outstanding 
academic and extra-curricular record. 
They were pleased to recognize this 
year’s recipient, Samantha Grover.

Father Dexter Brewer reflected on 
his gratitude for the generosity of our 
parish and offered a blessing before the 
meal. Everyone enjoyed the delicious 
dinner including the grand finale of a 
fabulous chocolate crème brulee. 

Jerry Wigger stepped to the podi-

um to start the live auction. Jerry has 
served as auctioneer for many years and 
is great at motivating the crowd. He 
moved the bidding along quickly and 
to record highs as he auctioned a week 
in a beach-front condo and four days in 
the Smoky Mountains. Next up was the 
ever-popular Murder Mystery dinner 
hosted by Father Brewer. Brisk bidding 
also occurred for the reserved parking 
places at Mass. The Women’s Council 
netted $9,700 from the Live Auction. 

All in all, it was a “splendid” evening 
much enjoyed by all in attendance. Hope-
fully more new faces will join in the fun 
next year for this annual event. W

Continued from p.8
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Healing, Sacrament & the Faith Community: 
Toward a Communal Celebration of the Anointing of the Sick

 A t Christ the King, it is our practice 
to offer the sacrament of anoint-
ing quarterly during each of the 

Sunday Masses to anyone present who 
wishes to receive it. Without discount-
ing the potential for God’s saving work 
through these indiscriminate anoint-
ings, there might be fuller and richer 
ways to celebrate this sacrament as a 
community of God’s people journeying 
in faith through illness and tragedy.

Earlier this fall, Bruce T. Morrill, 
S.J. (Edward A. Malloy Chair of Catho-
lic Studies and Professor of Theological 
Studies at Vanderbilt Divinity School) 
facilitated a three session presentation 
on the anointing of the sick for Christ 
the King’s Sunday adult education. His 
lectures included anthropological con-
siderations of the difference between 
medicine and healing, Biblical reflec-
tions on the healing stories in the New 
Testament, and the evolution of the sac-
ramental ritual of healing itself. 

But linking all of these aspects to-
gether was this primary insight: the 
ministry of healing, which includes the 
sacrament of anointing, is the pastoral 
work of the entire community of the 
faithful. The ritual text for the pastoral 
care of the sick puts it in this way: 

“It is thus especially fitting that all 
baptized Christians share in this min-
istry of mutual charity within the Body 
of Christ by doing all that they can to 
help the sick return to health, by show-
ing love for the sick, and by celebrat-
ing the sacraments with them (Pastoral 
Care of the Sick: Rites of Anointing and 
Viaticum, 1972/1982, #33). 

Because the main purpose of anoint-
ing is to strengthen the faith of the sick 
person in the face of the devastating 
changes wrought by serious illness, the 
celebration of the sacrament within the 
context of the community’s faith is an 
important element in its effectiveness. 
Hence, the text goes on to say:

It is important that all the faithful, and 
above all, the sick, be aided by suitable 

By Jon Stotts

catechesis in preparing for and participat-
ing in the sacraments of anointing and 
viaticum, especially if the celebration is 
to be carried out communally. In this way 
they will understand more fully what has 
been said about the anointing of the sick 
and about viaticum, and the celebration of 
these sacraments will nourish, strengthen 
and manifest faith more effectively (#36).

Inspired by these words, we want to 
surround and enfold the practice of anoint-
ing at Christ the King with a pastoral min-
istry of accompaniment and preparation. 
Like the sacraments of Christian initia-
tion, penance and marriage, the sacrament 
of healing is not an isolated and individu-
alistic event, but a communal process that 
reaches its climax in ritual expression. 

What would this process look like? It 
would look a bit like the RCIA: weekly 
gatherings throughout Lent in which we 
use Scripture, song, prayer, silence and 
discussion to celebrate the healing mercy 
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of God. The envisioned gathering would 
include, of course, those who discern a 
potential need for the anointing of the 
sick. But it would also extend to friends, 
loved ones and members of the commu-
nity who discern a desire to accompany 
those in need of healing with presence 
and prayer. 

We want to gather together folks 
who are willing to journey through 
Lent toward an Easter celebration of 
the sacrament of anointing. Do you 
know someone in need of the Church’s 
healing rituals? Are you yourself in 
need of healing? Have you experienced 
healing in the sacrament of anointing? 
Might you want to accompany others 
as they journey towards Easter heal-
ing? Watch the bulletin for more de-
tails and please consider joining us in 
the coming months as we anticipate to-
gether, in faith, hope and charity, the 
glorious resurrection. W
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WEDDINGS
Armond Michel Agassi and 
Leslie Ali McCullough

Richard Harrison Burdge and 
Merritt Summers Powell

James Francis Dorsey and 
Kathryn Marie Johnson

Bradley Michael Fansher and 
Margaret Lorie Arnold

Patrick Timothy Farno and 
Caroline Emma Hallemann

Christopher Michael Fish and 
Ariel Violet Orifici

Scott Andrew Goedde and 
Lauren Jayne Maidon

Brian Edward Gruber and 
Madalene Ann Houchin

Brents Randolph Herron and 
Jennifer Lynn Scholl

Suman Prasad Koju and 
Stacey Arlene Garrett

Ryan Donald Langhi and 
Kaydian Mae Roder

Robert William Lentz and 
Mary Elizabeth Piereson

Paul Andrew Mackowiak and 
Kyler Carlson Zeisz

Jason Lee New and Jessica 
Paz Salita Abarquez

Eric Michael Perry and Erin 
Catherine Schmitz

Adam Mark Stevens and 
Laura Pendergast

Jon Brandt Sutton and Amy 
Marie Strange

Sean Edward Vanderhoff and 
Dominica Marie Pacsi

Jacob Taylor Webb and 
Jennifer Ann Morgan Hehl

Shawn Michael Williams and 
Sara Christine Swanson

Alexander Yiaway Yeh and 
Cecilia Hyun-Jung Mo

BAPTISMS
William Maxwell Alexiou

Eames Fielding Blackstock

Penelope Tresna Bloodworth

Aniela Evelyn Bradley

John Franklin Brady

Robert Long Cousins

Grant Thomas Enstice

Margaret Ann Gates

Cecilia Katherine Gesell

Griffin James Herman

Miller Francis Herman

Eloise Jayne Meizhen Hong

Holden Timothy Hutzel

Nancy Hoffman Molteni

Margaret Claire Onstott

Jack Louis Sanders

Olivia Scala

Margaret Madonna Sechrist

Harlow Parker Smith

Andrew Martin Strobel

Timothy James Tardio

Regan Dean Williams

Sophia Rose Willis

NEW  
PARISHIONERS
Kaitlyn and Kyle Adamczyk
Michael Agnew
Zeke Baker and Aimee Le
Lavonne and Albon Bauer
Margaret and Stanley 
Bazydola
Dani Bean
Kelly Bodell
Jackie and Joey Brown
Sarah and Hayes Bryant
David Burchett
Michelle and Jacques Cartier
Jennifer and Mark Chalos
Naomi Cheairs
Alisa and Mike Cull
Brittany and Chase Davidson
Kelly and Devin Doyle
Laura and Andrew Eckstein
Samantha and Blake Elliott
Cheryl Fassler
Tina Galindo
Kevin Grosch and Jessica 
Dvorak

Zach Grunow and Lauren 
Yono
Fred Haitch
Kristin Hampel
Carolyn and Kurt Heinrich
Erin and Ryan Henderson
Jordan Hersko
Melissa and Evans Hood
David and Ashlyn Jennings
Oliver Knabe and Kirsten 
Mendoza
Aaron Lee
Kate and Miguel Lopez
Cara and Anthony Mantucca
Lauren and Brian McCarthy
Elizabeth and Ryan 
McCostlin
Laura and Adam Meyerhoff
Jesse Morris
Caitlin Mullaney
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