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In The Footsteps of Jesus
By Bob O’Gorman

 F or twelve days in mid-
November 2017, fifteen 
members of Christ the 

King traveled as a small pil-
grim group in the company 
with our pastor Father Dex-
ter to experience what some 
call the “fifth gospel” – the 
actual terrain on which Jesus 
was born, lived and was cru-
cified. We lived and traveled 
as a community of disciples 
both in Bethlehem and Je-
rusalem – the area of Jesus’ 
birth and crucifixion – and up 
in Galilee where Jesus formed 
the first community, of which 
we are descendants. Living to-
gether as a community walk-
ing this fifth gospel provided 
us profound experiences that 
we would like to “pay forward” to the parish with this reflec-
tion on the sites and meanings we encountered.

Community 
Being with our pastor and the community that formed over 
the two weeks was truly an experience of The Kingdom – the 
good news that Jesus preached in this Holy Land. It was a 
sacred gift of “being one” with each other, becoming a fam-
ily as we lived and worshiped together in these most amazing 
places: walking and talking, cooking together, eating togeth-
er, and sharing reflections. 

Presence on “Holy Land” 
It is like visiting a close friend’s hometown and various places 
where He hung out when He lived there: where his Mother 
and Stepfather lived, where Mary and Elizabeth were in the 

The group on the balcony of their apartment
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Continued from page 1
Hill Country, where He encountered John and met his close 
friends, some of whom became disciples, where they went 
fishing, attended wedding parties, places they prayed, and 
things they all did in their lifetimes. 

Walking 
Walking the Via Dolorosa, I felt that our little group was in a 
bubble of quiet holiness in the midst of the hustle and bustle 
all around us. Renewing our wedding vows at Cana, put-
ting our feet in the Jordan river, sailing on the sea of Galilee, 
walking the Hosanna Road to the Garden of Gethsemane, 
mass in a cave in Bethlehem, the lovely Visitation Church in 
the “hill country,” going to the top of Mount Tabor, seeing 
the many beautiful churches designed by Antonio Barluzzi, 
the delicious falafel and shawarma. My feet touched the same 
ground, the same dirt that He had to wash off His feet. I was 
in awe at that moment in time at the place where God was 
made flesh and His flesh walked this city, being up on the 
Golan Heights and looking down at Syria, where there is so 
much suffering. 

A Spiritual Experience 
In our preparation meetings, Father Dexter asked us to open 
our hearts, to be receptive to the experiences we would en-
counter on our pilgrimage together. He advised us to travel 
light — not just packing light but letting go of burdens which 
might impede our ability to respond to what God would of-
fer us on this trip. Being close to Christ in the Mass each day, 
while visiting His home place was an experience of connec-
tion to Him and to each other. 

Daily Reflection 
A profound and permanent impact of this journey proved to 
be our interactions with each other as fellow pilgrims, and 
with our amazing young tour guide, Hani Awwad, who grew 
up in Nazareth and whose family has been Christian since 
Byzantine times. He provided reflections relating the history 
and politics of the region giving us an intensely human per-
spective on the complexity of issues and sharing his thoughts 
on the urgency of overcoming hatred with love. 

A New Hearing/Reading of Scripture 
Everything I have read in my life as a Catholic now comes to 
life in a way that I could never have imagined. Each and every 
character, every event, and holy place is now embedded in my 
memory forever. I will never again hear the scriptures in the 
same way, and I am now more eager than ever to read further 
and learn more about the Holy Land and its people. The ge-
ography itself changed the way I read the Bible. Scripture has 
become more concrete and a part of my life experience. I see 
myself on the bank of the Jordan, or on the Sea of Galilee. I 
can imagine Jesus on the Mount of Olives, or Mount Tabor, 
or in Nazareth. 

Coexistence 
The people of Israel taught me about coexistence. I saw a city 
divided by politics but united by God. When I stood on the 
rampart of the Old City of Jerusalem and saw the Wailing 
Wall and the Dome of the Rock, and heard the echoing of 
the beautiful Islamic call to prayer, I was amazed. Here I am, 
a Christian among “others.” All of us drawn to this sacred 
place. All of us crying out to our God in different languages 
and traditions, to the very same God. There is a reason so 
many of us come in our red capes and hijabs and yarmulke to 
worship in this one tiny territory. It is because we are family. 
We are all sons and daughters of one God, and brothers and 
sisters. I will forever value our oneness over our differences. W

Following the Via Dolorosa. The Old City of Jerusalem from the Mount of Olives
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 I n Little Gidding, the culminating work of his distinguished 
career, T.S. Eliot wrote, “What we call the beginning is of-
ten the end/And to make an end is to make a beginning./

The end is where we start from.” We find ourselves this Holy 
Week at the end and at the beginning. We come to the end of 
our Lenten journey, a journey which has, we hope, helped us 
to uncover our need for converted hearts, simpler lives and re-
union with those from whom we are estranged.

The end of our Lenten journey brings us to the door of the 
Triduum (Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Holy Saturday). In 
those three days, we participate in one celebration, entering the 
door of death and resurrection. Indeed, we understand death 
and resurrection to be different sides of the same door.

How difficult it is, though, to enter this door, because it 
looms before us like the massive door of a Greek temple, and 
because it hides a place we do not know. The door is the door of 
reconciliation. Lent and the Triduum are concerned primarily 
with forgiveness.

We, the baptized, have no greater purpose than to recon-
cile and be reconciled, to build bridges. We know our need for 
reconciliation, but we also know the pain others have caused 
us and the pain we have caused ourselves and others. We hate 
the bitterness, loneliness and isolation of our broken relation-
ships, of love gone badly, of promises broken. We hate the anger 
and resentment toward someone who probably doesn’t care. 

We hate the guild of our inability to express love for those who 
love us. We are sick about it, sometimes almost to the point of 
suffocation, and we suspect it is not just our consciences which 
tell us that our bitterness and estrangement are our death.

But, we think, better to live in the darkness of alienation we 
know, than to move through the door that leads to a world we 
do not know. The freedom reconciliation offers may exact a 
price, a price we are not eager to pay. 

The cost of being reconciled with someone we love may be 
great. There is something within us that says that, if we should 
seek to be reconnected with the other, with God or ourselves, 
we would lose something valuable, maybe something essential 
to our person. Perhaps that something of value is our self-im-
age, an image of flawlessness which demands that phrases like 
“I’m sorry,” or “Forgive me” never be spoken, lest someone 
else have an upper hand. Maybe the cost is recognizing that 
something said to us – which we found unforgivable – was true. 
Walking through the door of reconciliation requires that we 
have the courage to be honest with ourselves. And that’s a dif-
ficult undertaking for anyone. Far easier to open accounts in 
which we deposit the hurts others have caused us and draw on 
those accounts from time to time. Far easier to hold hostage 
those who have hurt us, failing to see that holding hostages 
cost us our freedom, as we are the only guards to the prisons 
within our hearts. And it costs us our joy: terrorism is always 
an unhappy business.

Easter is freedom. Easter is being able to breathe freely with 
a light heart, because we have sought to be reconciled to those 
we love and closed the accounts bearing others’ injuries to us. 
There is no doubt some of the pains of this life are great, so 
great even the promise of Easter does not give ready consola-
tion. But with Easter we hope for the impossible; we pray for 
miracles; we do and say things that, without Christ, we would 
not dare do or say. We risk everything – our worst hurts, our 
worst fears – on our belief that one like us walked through the 
doors of death and thereby gave new meaning to what it means 
to live and to love on this earth. Because of this the possibilities 
for our healing are endless.

We have journeyed far this Lent, but we find ourselves back 
where we started. Our end is always our beginning. We still 
have small hearts. We still doubt we can be forgiven or that we 
have the power to forgive. We are still – in the words of a popu-
lar author – misers of miracles. We doubt the power of love.

But while we have arrived where we started, for the first 
time we know the place. We stand at the door to forgiveness 
and communion, and we know the cost of entering.

In a little while, with all the world we will celebrate hope’s 
springing from the grave. We will celebrate Jesus’ walking 
through the door of the sufferings of human life and pronounc-
ing absolution on those who have hurt him. For he knew, as we 
suspect, that nailed to a tree is neither the time nor the place 
to hold hostages. He knew also what we are not sure of – that 
forgiving those who hurt him in no way diminishes him, but 
rather celebrates his freedom. W

From Fr. Dexter
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celebrate Mass at Our Lady of Seven Sorrows, Father Dor-
cin’s church. I think everyone from Pilette and Roche Platt 
came. It was an amazing scene of multiple choirs, lovely 
liturgical dancers, and both congregations. Hundreds wor-
shipped together. 

Our visit coincided with the beginning of Carnival, or 
Mardi Gras, so after Mass, we were not too surprised by the 
festive gathering. But we were blown away by the surprises 
that awaited us. The t-shirts and aprons were designed and 
crafted just for us. They put on a play about coffee growing, 
wrote a song for us and presented Christ the King with origi-
nal paintings and plaque for the school. And as the perfect 
finale, the family who first met with Tony Emmanuel two 
years ago demonstrated the traditional way to make deli-
cious Haitian coffee.

It seems that everyone in Haiti is ready to grow coffee. 
They have even planted a starter garden next to Father Dor-
cin’s rectory. But there are still hurdles to cross. While Sing-
ing Rooster was impressed by the opinions of Mr. Du Bois, 

By Earl and Martha Weissert

Haitian Coffee, Growing an Economy
 T wo years ago Adult Education here at Christ the King 

formed a study group to take a closer look at Laudato 
Si’ and what it might mean to us as a parish. The Pope’s 

letter identified three major concerns; the ecology of our plan-
et, the poverty of our neighbors, and the basic need for social 
justice. It was a daunting order, but we felt compelled to some-
how take action to address some of these areas. 

After some research, we decided that selling Singing 
Rooster coffee would be one way to help.

Singing Rooster plants a coffee tree for each bag of coffee 
it sells, which has a direct impact on the environment and 
the dollars we raise aid our sister parishes in Haiti through 
our Haitian Ministry. As you may recall, Singing Rooster is 
a non-profit company who buys Haitian coffee beans, pro-
cesses them and sells them to us wholesale. The farmers in 
the southern part of Haiti, receive approximately one-third 
of the cost per bag, Singing Rooster uses one-third for pro-
cessing and expenses, and the final portion goes to our Hai-
tian parishes. 

Thanks to your generous support, the Adult Education 
project is growing. In the first 16 months, February 2016 
through June 2017, we raised approximately $5,000 to add 
to the Haitian ministry. In six months, July 2017 through 
December 2017, we netted approximately $6,000 making a 
total of $11,000 for Haiti by selling Singing Rooster cof-
fee. We have been encouraged by this remarkable growth in 
sales. 

This year we have decided to expand our goals to include 
agribusiness. We want to go even further to help our sister 
parishes. If our farmers could produce export-quality coffee 
and sell their beans directly to Singing Rooster, they would 
benefit from both ends of the transaction. They would re-
ceive income as growers as well the revenue we generate 
through our sales. This seems like a giant leap, but on our 
trip to Haiti, we discovered that our dream has real legs. We 
are so excited to share this good news with you.

In January, we were invited to travel with the Haitian 
committee to visit our sister parishes so we could learn about 
the economic needs of the area. We were specifically looking 
at the coffee and cacao produced in and around Pilette and 
Roche Platt. This was our first time in Haiti and we had a 
lot to learn.

Father Dorcin and Father Bob, the pastors of our twin par-
ishes invited local farmers and agronomists to meet with us at 
their churches. We learned that the farmers were growing cof-
fee for local use and were eager to expand to larger markets. 
The three agronomists assured us that the mountain farms of 
northern Haiti can produce high-quality coffee. In fact, Haiti 
has historically been considered among the top three coffee 
producers in the world. They took us to see some of the local 
trees that are in backyard farms and scattered in the moun-
tains. Their enthusiasm for coffee was stimulating.

On Sunday, Father Dexter joined the local priests to con-

Singing Rooster Sales
From Feb 2016 - June 2017
Expenses: $14221.56
Income: $19242.60
Net: $ 5021.04
July 2017 - Jan 2018
Expenses: $ 7510.20
Income: $13688.00
Net: $ 6177.80

Back row: Father Dexter, Dave Kuhlman, Tony Emmanuel, 
Earl Weissert, Father Bob. Front row: The Etienne family, 
Martha Weissert, Rai Wood, Cindy Unwin, Father Dorcin
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Engaging The Trinity
By Carolyn Goddard

I n 1964, Sr. Mary Mantis told me Trinity is a 
mystery  — and that was that.  In 2018, Richard 
Rohr and  Mike Morrell, in their book The Di-

vine Dance, invited me to reconsider Trinity. Here is 
where that invitation led me ...

 Early Christians experienced something new in 
and through their relationship with Jesus of Naza-
reth. Divinity seemed to have come down from heav-
en. Seeing this mystery of grace in Jesus, they began 
to sense it in themselves as well. In an attempt to talk 
about their experience, they coined the term Trin-
ity. At some point in the church’s history, Christians 
began to rely more heavily on the Aristotelian notions 
of substantiality and formal arguments based on 
premises and conclusions. Deductive reasoning was 
the tool used in an attempt to “know” God. Follow-
ing Aristotle’s lead, Thomas Aquinas wrote of God in 
terms of being or substance, rather than in terms of 
relationality. This reliance on a Aristotle’s categories  
moved trinity to the background in many theological 
circles. 

Eventually, cracks in this systematic theology be-
gan to show. Tension developed between science and 
theology; reason and faith were thought to be incom-
patible. Then scientists began to say some amazing 
things — one could understand energy in its relation-
ship to matter,  particles’ positions were related in an 
odd way to momentum, space and time were affected 
by gravity. Theologians perked up — all this talk of 
relationships reminded them of those early under-
standings of trinity. Reading old treatises on Trinity 
with new eyes brought them to the notion that Trinity 
was not about a static being who could be analyzed 
rationally but rather was an attempt to describe dy-
namic relationships that could be experienced. What 
has become known as the Trinitarian Revolution had 
begun.  

 Science was offering humanity new understand-
ings of reality and new images to enable us to talk 
about the mystery at the heart of reality. Mystics 
throughout the ages had suggested that knowing God 
involves participating in God’s life. Trying to be ob-
jective and rational did not allow for knowing grace 
in that fuller sense. What was needed to know God 
was an open and humble mind, a open and vulner-
able heart that were willing to risk living in relation-
ship with Mystery, willing to dance within the flow 
of Trinity. To move in that direction is to leave behind 
a Newtonian world of stability and enter a quarkier 
Einsteinian world — it requires a quantum leap of 
Love. W

a world renown agronomist Father Dorcin brought to the 
meeting, they have not yet given the go-ahead to our farmers. 
They are in contact with the villages and will evaluate the 
situation. There is still much work to do. We could be years 
away from full production. They need our support through 
prayer and persistence to get this accomplished. Whatever it 
takes, to support these wonderful people.

Our main job is to keep on selling and drinking Singing 
Rooster coffee. We can also encourage other churches to use 
the Singing Rooster program. Already we have four churches 
in Nashville involved. This summer we will attend the National 
Conference for Twin Parishes to spread our message further.

Visitors to southern Haiti tell us that the lives of the 
farmers in southern Haiti have been transformed by work-
ing with Singing Rooster. Please pray that all the elements 
come together in Pilette and Roche Platt to realize that same 
dream for the people in northern Haiti. 

For more information and lots of coffee, come see us after 
8:30 Mass at Coffee and Donuts. W
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 O n January 26th, a team of seven boarded a plane bound 
for CTK’s twin parishes of Pilette and Roche-Plate in 
Haiti. The team included Fr. Dexter, parishioners Dave 

Kuhlman, Tony Emmanuel, and Earl and Martha Wiessert. 
During a couple of team meetings before the visit, we laid out 
our goals and desires for a successful trip while visiting Fr. Dor-
cin, the Pastor of Pilette and Fr. Beaufort from Roche-Plate. 

We were eager to see, with help from the CTK parish 
and school, what has been done and what still needed to be 
done to help with their parishes. Also, with Earl and Martha 
Weissert on board for Singing Rooster Coffee, meeting with 
local coffee bean growers to discuss the idea of a co-op as a 
viable source of income for the local people was a must.

Fr. Dorsin and Fr. Beaufort
Always an entertaining host, Fr. Dorcin keeps a smile on his 
face and cheer in his voice. This is in spite of the fact that 
there is a gaping hole in the church’s roof, a generator that 
is needed for electricity but is costly to run, no electricity 
in the school, and a cell tower nearby that could be used to 
help with more internet access. With Fr. Dorcin as our in-
terpreter, we also visited the medical clinic, which is located 
across from the school. There we were apprised of some of 
the needs for the clinic.

Recently, our team has been informed that the church 
roof is in the process of being repaired with money from 
parishioner donations to the Haiti fund. Also, the parish 
Women’s Council has generously donated hygiene supplies 
for the clinic, and will be donating snack items so the doc-
tors have something to offer those who come for education 
on domestic violence and abuse. 

As was done in Pilette, while visiting Roche-Plate, Earl 
and Martha were able to meet with area farmers interested 
in learning more about Singing Rooster Coffee. Enthusiasm 
was high among the farmers. This looks to be the beginning 
of a positive venture for both parishes. 

We found that Fr. Beaufort’s rectory has no running wa-
ter. This was a topic of serious discussion between Fr. Dex-
ter, Dave, Tony, and Fr. Beaufort. All agreed that this is an 
issue that needs to be addressed in the near future.

The School
Rai Wood, CKS librarian and I spent a lot of time visiting the 
school’s teachers, students and principal. Thanks to the help of 
our parish and school, the new roof is on, the building is paint-
ed and the school is functioning on a daily basis. It is a very nice 
building now and very cheerful students attend classes. 

Still, there were things we discovered that, as teachers, 
broke our hearts for all those who enter the building each 
day. First and foremost, there was no money left to feed the 
children lunch. There was no food at the school when we 

CTK Team Visits Pilette and Roche-Plate, Haiti
By Cindy Unwin

Cindy Unwin with some students

The teacher’s desk

The school kitchen
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Elizabeth Ministry Continues To Grow
By Jan Dunn

 T he first meeting of the Christ The King Elizabeth 
Ministry was in October of 2014. Since then 29 min-
isters have offered support to 85 expectant moms.

This support has taken the form of visits, sharing their 
own stories and listening to the mom’s stories, gifts for 
mom, dad and baby. meals, and rarely but unfortunate-
ly, grief support. As part of this ministry there are, as 
well, an additional 35 members who support also through 
meals and with the most important gift of all through 
their prayers.

Read what one of these moms, Kristen Cooper told us:
“I was so happy and filled with joy when the first Bap-

tism gift was the blanket from the Elizabeth Ministry. 
This ministry has been meant so much to our family and 
has been such a blessing. I reached out to you a few years 
ago when I was losing hope with conceiving a child. You 
put me in contact with Marisa and then Uyen when we 
lost our first child to a miscarriage. Uyen was one of the 
first people to provide us comfort. Through other avenues 
at the church, I have been blessed to get to know Debo-
rah, Amy, Brie, Jennifer and Carrie. All these women have 
been such a blessing as we journey through life. I cannot 
begin to thank you for all the prayers, love and support. 
Please know this ministry and the women in it are in my 
prayers. Thank you for the blanket. It was so beautiful 
and a reminder of the ministry that has been so near and 
dear to my heart.”

Here is what Carrie Russell, Elizabeth Minister, had to 
say about her experience:

“Elizabeth is my middle name. My husband and I 
tried for four years to conceive and by the time I had 
Archie I was 38 years old. One morning in Mass, when 
the story of Mother Mary visiting Elizabeth and Eliza-
beth’s journey to motherhood, was read, my heart filled 
with gratitude and a feeling of hope. And just know-
ing that this group of women exists at CTK and that I 
can be a part of it, in whatever way, brings me joy and 
strengthens my attachment and devotion to our wonder-
ful Church community. Getting to know Kristen; prais-
ing Jesus and Mary for Brice’s healthy birth; sharing the 
joy of his baptism, and the anxiety of mothering, have all 
been meaningful experiences and the Elizabeth ministry 
has made that possible. “

We were all so touched when, at the February 21st 
meeting this year, Margaret Emsweller, Pastoral Care 
Coordinator, and Father Dexter surprised the minis-
ters with a beautiful picture of the bronze statues of the 
Blessed Mother and Saint Elizabeth (see pictures) for 
each. This gift also included a beautiful Jerusalem Cross. 
The bronze statues stand on the actual site of the The 
Visitation.

Because The Elizabeth Ministry is based on the support 

the Blessed Mother and Saint Elizabeth were to each other 
when they were both pregnant, this was a most thoughtful 
and meaningful gift. All were appreciative and pleased.

Our next meeting will be on the feast of The Visitation 
which is May 31st. A special Mass and light supper after-
wards is being planned. Watch for notices in the church 
bulletin.

If you are pregnant, dealing with infertility or on the 
adoption journey and would appreciate support please 
contact Jan Dunn at jan.dunn1012@gmail.com. If you 
would like to participate as an Elizabeth Minister please 
contact Donna Weiss at dmweiss89@gmail.com.
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By Kathy Reese

 A cademic achievement is an im-
portant element in any school, 
and at Christ the King this per-

meates all facets of the total school ex-
perience. While academic achievement 
is stressed in the classroom, it is also 
evident in extra-curricular activities.

An exciting new idea involving 
books was introduced in the first se-
mester of this school year. Under the 
auspices of Rai Wood, CKS library me-
dia specialist, Battle of the Books was 
presented to 6th, 7th, and 8th grade 
students. With a total of fifteen stu-
dents comprising four teams, the “bat-
tle” began. Eight books were selected 
by St. Edward and CKS library media 
specialists. Some of the books are the 
following: The Boys in the Boat, Pax, 
Orbiting Jupiter, and Goodbye Strang-
er. As the first semester progressed, 
these students met once a month to dis-
cuss the books they were reading. With 
the beginning of the second semester in 
January, the teams of students began 
meeting once a week to practice for the 
school competition that was held on 
March 22 in the library. The winning 
team from this contest will then “bat-
tle” the winning team from St. Edward 
on Thursday, April 5 in the CKS gym. 
The participating students have really 
enjoyed this venture. Seventh grader 
Emma Rehse states that this is “… a 
fun way to read books and share them 
with other people.” Henry Zenor (7th 
grader) says that he’s “never done that 
before and it’s a good experience...” 
while sixth grader Carly Cavanaugh 
feels that this has allowed her to “read 
a different variety of books.” Fran 
Geshwiler, mother of 7th grader Faith 
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has been “... impressed by the caliber 
of books ...” in this challenge. 

On January 31 the annual talent 
show was held featuring the multi-
talented students at CKS. This event 
gives the students the opportunity to 
showcase their abilities and gifts in 
so many areas. Students ranging from 
kindergarten to eighth grade presented 
their acts including guitar to singing to 
piano to Taekwon Do and numchucks 
to gymnastics. Some of the highlights 
were a group of third grade girls acting 
out “It’s a Hard Knock Life” from An-
nie and Hailey Wondem’s presentation 
of “Ragtime” on the piano.

The National History Bee provides 
an opportunity for students to display 
their knowledge in history. The first 
stage consists of an online exam in the 
classroom. The highest scoring students 

National Junior Honor Society induction ceremony

Third grade girls acting out “It’s a Hard Knock Life” from Annie

then move on to the Regional Finals. 
Regional qualifiers compete in the 
National Finals. Sixteen CKS students 
from 6-8th grade took the online test. 
All sixteen students qualified for Re-
gionals, which was held on March 3 at 
Franklin Middle School in Franklin. Of 
these, six students met the grade for Na-
tionals which will be held in Atlanta in 
June. Those students representing CKS 
are the following: 8th graders Gussie 
Miller, Alex Otto, and Steven Vanden-
Noven; 7th grader Mark Bryant; and 
6th graders Alex Crews and Sanjeeth 
George. Mark Bryant also qualified for 
the National Geography Bee.

On February 26, the National Ju-
nior Honor Society, guided by advisors 
Gerrilu Linton and Stephanie Wyatt, 
inducted twenty 7th graders into this 
prestigious club. The criteria for selec-
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SAVE THE DATE!
Vacation Bible School 2018
July 16-20, 2018
Age 4 by August 15 through  
rising 5th graders 
Volunteer Registration opens March 1
Participant Registration opens April 1

tion includes scholarship (minimum 
GPA of 3.5), service, leadership, citizen-
ship, and character. Each student must 
meet the standards in all these areas. A 
faculty committee reviews the applica-
tions and makes the recommendations. 
The induction ceremony is led by cur-
rent 8th grade members who conduct 
the pinning ceremony and lead the new 
inductees in reciting the NJHS Pledge. 
A remarkable two-thirds of 7th and 8th 
grade students have achieved this high 
honor — a testament to their hard work 
and the diligence of their teachers.

In an ongoing effort to expand stu-
dents’ knowledge of the outside world, 
6th, 7th, and 8th graders attended 
a presentation by Sam Mihara on 
March 21. In 1942 when he was nine 
years old, he and his family were sent 
to an internment camp. In all, 120,000 
Japanese Americans were forced into 
these camps. After three years, Mr. 
Mihara and his family were allowed 
to return home. Sam later graduated 
from University of California, Berkley 
and received his graduate degree from 
UCLA. Following his career at Boeing 
Company, he spends his retirement ed-
ucating students on all levels about his 
experiences during WWII and linking 
his story to the problems of today. 

Christ the King School continually 
searches out ways to increase students’ 
academic achievement and understand-
ing of our ever-changing world. W

visited; their outdoor kitchen (literally four poles, a thatched roof, and a brick and 
charcoal fire pit) was not in use. Hopes for the future are to build a small building 
to serve as a place for cooking, and to keep it filled with beans, rice and wheat 
germ (all staples for making a soup).

There is a room between the kindergarten class and the principal’s office that 
is set to be the library. As of now, the school has no books for the children to read. 
Work is in progress to find books in French Creole that CKS plans to buy with 
money that is being collected from the school’s Lenten service project “Change 
for Haiti.” 

God bless the teachers. They are so dedicated to educating the young that they 
have done so at times without pay and always without needed supplies. It was 
shocking to go into a room full of kindergartners, first and third graders and not 
see even one full pack of crayons. No scissors, glue or construction paper. In all 
grades, there are minimal supplies of writing paper, pens, pencils, erasers, chalk 
and workbooks. Those students who have supplies share with those who don’t. 
All teaching is done with a chalkboard, which students use as well. There are no 
posters on the walls to engage children’s minds and extend learning.

Rai and I shared a slideshow of our visit to the school with the CKS faculty. As 
a group, we discussed the issues and worked out a plan. The teachers and students 
at Christ the King School will begin a yearly drive to help with the school’s neces-
sities. The Pilette school currently has grades K-6. Each class at CKS will adopt a 
grade in Pilette and collect donations particular to that grade level. Teachers will 
also be involved in giving items such as wall borders, posters, tape, pens, chalk, 
notebooks and whatever else we think of that will help our fellow educators.

The Students of Pilette School
After visiting each classroom, one thing was clear. The students are very enthusi-
astic about attending school and learning. As we visited with older students, they 
had serious concerns about their ongoing education. 

Since the school only goes through 6th grade, two students, speaking for them-
selves and their classmates, told us that they very much want to attend high school. 
They asked if we could “please” help add a seventh and eighth grade.

Happily, they will be getting their wish. Before we left, Fr. Dexter made sure 
that there will be a seventh grade next year, with hopes of adding an eighth grade 
the following year. Details were worked out with Fr. Dorcin, and Fr. Dexter set up 
a scholarship to hep the students who spoke with us.

There will be more team meetings to discuss what we have begun and what 
still needs to be done. In mid-April, we will be packing a sea container with dona-
tions from the school, parish councils and parish members. Thank you to all who 
support the ongoing efforts to help with our twin parishes. W

Continued from page 6

The student who asked for a 7th grade

C
IN

D
Y

 U
N

W
IN



10 Volume 20, Issue 1 l Easter 2018

 D id you ever wake up one morning and just decide that 
you wanted to walk 500 miles on an ancient pilgrim-
age route in a foreign country??

Well, I did NOT just decide one morning.
But I did do the walk after thinking about it for quite 

awhile. 
Actual preparations started 2 years prior when a hiking 

friend confided that she also wanted to walk The Way. The 
Way is the Camino de Santiago de Compostela which tra-
verses northern Spain. The Way has a starting point in the 
small village of St. Jean Pied de Port in France and an end-
ing point in the city of Santiago de Compostela in northern 
Spain. The route is 480 miles and has been traveled by pil-
grims seeking transformation since the 9th century.

I too was searching for some direction, some way to a 
deeper spirituality.

And so it began, September 13, 2017. We felt we were 
well prepared, physically, having trained on local trails all 
summer. We were accustomed to walking 8-10 miles 3-4 
days in a row, and sometimes more on the weekends. The 
Camino would require an average of 15 miles every day for 
35 days! We had packed and repacked for weeks, weighing 
each item, questioning whether we really needed that extra 
T-shirt or pair of socks. We had made what reservations we 
could, read the books and watched the movie. But were we 
ready emotionally and spiritually? What changes would we 
reap from this pilgrimage? Were we ready to be changed? 
Were we open to what the Camino had to give?

They say that the first third of the Camino is physical, the 
second third emotional and the last third spiritual. I definite-
ly was focused on my physical well-being for the first week 
or two, which included some challenging ascents and de-
scents and many sleepless nights. But thankfully no blisters, 
tendonitis or stressed joints; which were major complaints 
of many pilgrims as our bodies got used to the physical de-
mands of walking all day, every day.

The middle third or emotional part of the Camino is a 
long, high, dry, flat, almost desert-like stretch of about 100 
miles. It can be monotonous but also a time of self-reflection 
and meditation. Many people experience a kind of depres-
sion or loneliness at this point. I am happy to say that I did 
not but, rather enjoyed the open spaces and the time to be 
in retreat. And there was always good company at the alber-
gues or hostels if the day had left us feeling in need of that.

The last third of the Way or the spiritual part is through 
the province of Galicia which evoked reminders of home and 
the Great Smoky Mountains. The terrain is mountainous, 
the climate is “moist” and the air is invigorating. We could 
start to feel the excitement of our imminent arrival in San-
tiago although we were very much at home on the road and 
in the albergues by now. I had started to have a wonderful 
feeling of safety and protection. We had built a loving com-

munity of fellow pilgrims that we called our camino family 
and we were surprised by, and grateful for the support of the 
local communities. I had prayed in and out of many sacred 
places and I could sense some changes in myself although 
understanding these changes would be ongoing. 

We arrived in Santiago de Compostela on Oct. 21st after 
walking close to 500 miles as a pilgrim. The joy was over-
whelming. While walking through the ancient city gates to 
the sound of bagpipes, I had my tearfully emotional moment. 
I received my official Compostela or document of completion 
after attending the Pilgrim’s Mass in the Cathedral and see-
ing the giant incense burner, or botofumeiro, swing. What a 
sensory banquet that was!

So if some morning, you do wake up with the urge to 
walk this 500-mile ancient pilgrimage route,(or even a part 
of it) you can email me and I will do everything I can to 
encourage you. Perhaps, it is the Holy Spirit whispering to 
you. W 

The Way to Camino de Santiago de Compostela
By Nancy Juodenas
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 S ince last August, a small group of Christ the King pa-
rishioners have met monthly to discuss the experience 
of grief and loss due to the death of a “loved one” and 

to support one another through this challenging journey. Un-
der the leadership of Margaret Emsweller, Christ the King’s 
Pastoral Care Coordinator and co-facilitators Susie Bateman, 
School Counselor, and Mary Lou O’Gorman, Chaplain and 
retired Executive Director of Pastoral Care for Saint Thomas 
Health. The group gathers at The Villa on the second Wednes-
day of the month at 6:30 p.m.

The facilitators are guided by these perceptions of grief 
and the grief process: Grief is a normal response to loss; the 
grief process is unique to each individual not a systematic pro-
gression of feelings and reactions; there is no “right way” to 
grieve; the grief journey is reflective of one’s own grief history, 
relationship with the person lost, the characteristics of the re-
lationship and the events surrounding the death; a variety of 
emotions are associated with grief and may serve to pay trib-
ute to the relationship with the one who has died. 

In the words of Washington Irving, “There is a sacredness 
in tears. They are not a mark of weakness, but of power. They 
speak more eloquently than ten thousand tongues. They are 
the messengers of overwhelming grief, of deep contrition, and 
of unspeakable love.”

The goal of this group is to provide support and a safe 
place to share one’s journey in grief within this Christ the 
King community. The format includes but is not limited to: 
prayers, reflection questions, sharing of memories and indi-
vidual experiences associated with loss(es), significant learn-
ings, and strategies to cope. Participants are free to share or 
participate in silence. Engagement can be therapeutic and/or 
cathartic but the primary focus is to honor and attend to one 
another’s experience. Additionally, listening to others who 
too are confronting “loss” can be both comforting and reas-
suring. These gatherings are characterized by a spirit of mutu-
ality and deep respect.

In the words of one of the participants, Gail Smithwick: 
One of the most difficult challenges after the death of my hus-
band was “letting go.”  Letting go, not just of him, but of 
all the plans for what we would do, tomorrow, next week, 
next year.  My 49 year-long role as a wife was no longer …at 
group I found that we all, in different ways had difficulty with 
“letting go.” We shared stories, sometimes laughing, some-
times crying, about what was hardest to let go of, but more 
importantly we also shared what we had each done to adapt 
to our new normals, how we individually modified (not threw 
out) the Christmas traditions or how we tried new recipes to 
replace the usual Sunday dinner menu. Hearing specific ideas 
was helpful but even more valuable was the recognition that 
letting go of one thing makes space for something new.

There will be a Widow and Widower’s Luncheon in the 
West Wing of the Parish Hall at 11 am on April 21. W

By Mary Lou O’Gorman

Grief Support Group
By Bob True

True Notes
“T here is no normal life…”

In one of the last scenes in the movie Tomb-
stone (it’s not a chick flick,) Wyatt Earp, played by 

Kurt Russell, is visiting his dying friend, Doc Holiday, mag-
nificently played by Val Kilmer. Doc Holliday asks, “Wyatt, 
what do you want out of life?” Earp answers, “I just want a 
normal life.” Holiday responds, “Wyatt, there is no normal 
life. There’s just – life.”

The great message of Easter is we are going to live forever, and 
we Catholics do a good job of celebrating that during the Easter 
season. But there’s a second, most important message. During 
the Resurrection visits, before HIS Ascension, Christ consoles his 
apostles, and us, that though HE is leaving in human form, HE is 
still with us through the gift of the Holy Spirit. That is probably 
the most difficult message for us to embrace in our daily journey 
through this life, for our own ego gets in the way. 

Many of you know my wife and I were fortunate enough 
to be involved in the early days of the Cursillo movement in 
Nashville, 1967 (it’s still going strong.) In 1972, we moved 
to Holliston, Mass., a bedroom community of Boston. We 
were very active at St. Mary’s there and one of our minis-
tries was to facilitate religious ed for the juniors and seniors in 
high school. We met in our den on a weeknight. One evening, 
while I was out of town on business, Shirley was leading by 
herself. Just as she began the meeting Mike walked in. Mike 
was one of our favorites – Captain of the football team and 
one of the most popular kids in the school. He was always 
picking up kids off the street and bringing them to the group, 
but that night he outdid himself – he brought the toughest kid 
in town. I met him later, but that night Shirley said as soon 
as he walked in every kid in the room backed up. It was like 
the air went out of the room. But my beautiful wife trusted 
the Spirit and began to explain the Cursillo method of discov-
ering the moment one felt closest to Christ. After giving an 
example or two, she opened it up by asking if anyone could 
think of a moment when they felt close to Christ?

There was dead silence… and then, surprisingly, the new 
kid spoke up. He said he was driving home from work Satur-
day night (his mother was a single parent) and came upon a 
very bad accident. First responders were there but he stopped 
to see what had happened. The car was unrecognizable. But 
as he walked up he saw a body already declared dead. It was 
only when he got close that he realized it was his best friend. 
He went on to say, “Something got me through that and may-
be it was what you were talking about.” And with that, the 
room came alive. Almost every kid in the group shared a mo-
ment they felt the presence of Christ.

The Holy Spirit was there that night and He is with us 24/7. 
Christ in front of us, Christ behind us, Christ above us, Christ 
below us, Christ within us. All we have to do is be awake!

There is no normal life. There’s just life. But what a life it 
is with HIM! W
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MILESTONES IN FAITH October 2018 - March 2018

WEDDINGS
William Charles Mayville III 
and Amanda Erica Harris
Raziel Edward Shields and 
Ellen Catherine Pacsi

BAPTISMS 
& NEWLY RECEIVED INTO 
THE CHURCH
Bethanie Leigh Barth
Josephine Wallace Barth
Bridget Ann Brady
Banks Crawford Butera
Anna Paden Carson
Marisa Lynn Casey
Savanna Dawn Denson
Amy Dawne Doerfler
Hollis Ruth Fuerst
Beau Richard Gesell
William Barrett Gould
Harper Elizabeth Harris
James Patrick Hiller III
Griffin Leonard Hutton
Joseph Martin Kuebker
Benedict George Lane
Colby Campbell Lawson
Lauren Elizabeth Lipa
John Chesley Lybarger
Maddox Anthony Mansolino
Charles Neil Martin
Nolan Taylor McGraw
Ryder James Messmer
Caleb John Meyer
Madeline Marie Michalowski
Fortunato Mugnano
Hugo Felix Murphy
Thomas Robert Nolte
Sanders Adam Parriott
Owen Daniel Prichard
Jacob Robert Saunders
Adelaide Ann Schmid
Allison Marie Sellars
Howard Webb Stempel
Everett Charles Story
Joel Phillip Veitschegger
Katherine Alynne 
Veitschegger
Walker West Veitschegger
Colette Faye Vickery

NEW PARISHIONERS
Philip & Shannon Alexander 
Cooper & Bethanie Barth
Matt Blow
Will Bodfish & Emily Belanger
Grace Callahan
Aaron Carrico & Lindsay 
Forconi
A.J. & Amanda Carroll
Theresa Cassidy
Patrick & Stephanie Conger
Chris & Brooke Coyle
Chuck & Pam Curran
Kelly Curran
Tory Danis
Eric Deems
Tommy & Amy Doerfler
Eamon & Meghan Doyle
Lauren Eddy
Tripp Foster & Karen Booker
Tom & Maggie Gallagher
Charlotte Gill
Rocco & Katie Gogliotti
Nick & Stephanie Greco
Andrew & Jessica Green
Dustin Groff
John Hayes
Laura Hesse
Katie Hinton
Nathan Hurlbert & Arlene 
Santos
Norton Hutchison
Bryce Jaskowski & Morgan 
Holzapfel
Chris & Becky Kastner
Kristen Korzenowski
Emily Ledet
Mark & Megan Lenihan
Jeff Logston & Gabrielle 
Mees
Olivia Lovell
Tony & Adrianna Mansolino
Charlie & Shannon Martin
John & Abbi Maher
Ryan McLean
Michael McManus
Colin & Lara Mead
John & Jackie Messmer
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