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Longtime Church Administrator, Nancy Rohling Retires
By Deacon Bob True

 O nce upon a time, actually the year 2000, Father Jim Mallett 
stole Nancy Rohling from the position of Office Manager 
at Christ the King School to become Parish Coordinator of 

the Church. Some may ask, what does a Parish Coordinator do 
at Christ the King? I might have asked the same question except 
that in 1989 Father Mallett had asked my wife, Shirley, and I to 
join Father David Perkin, Associate Pastor, to launch the Parish 
RCIA ministry. Spending time at the Church office, I already 
knew the answer to the question – EVERYTHING! Everything 
from answering the front door and telephone; to publishing the 
weekly bulletin, with inserts; to being secretary to all priests in 
residence as well as volunteers like me at the time; and to keep 
the peace among all the different agendas in the Parish.

 I’ve never witnessed anyone do a better job in that multiple 
roles as Nancy Rohling – Parish Coordinator Extraordinaire! I’ve 
seen Nancy interface with angry, and sometimes mentally chal-
lenged people at the front door with care and grace. One time, 
after I had become a full-time Deacon for the Parish, I heard a 
man screaming at her as she opened the front door, rushed down 
the hall, and didn’t have to intervene as she calmed him down 
and handed him a Kroger gift card. 

Nancy has been part of the Christ the King family since 
attending the 8th grade at CKS. Her children all went to our 
school, where she was an active parent and a member of the 
School Board. When Father Mallett arrived in 1987, he hired 
Nancy from Vanderbilt about the time Alice Valiquette became 
Principal. I’ve been lucky enough to visit with two of her amaz-
ing grandchildren, Jack and Lily, when she would bring them 
over to the church office after school. Nancy shared her talent 
for photography with the Parish – most of the pictures of our 
beautiful Church and grounds in the weekly bulletin have been 
hers. She did a fantastic job putting together our Reflections 
Through Time pictorial history of our Parish celebrating its 75th 
anniversary. (There may be a few copies left if you want one.) 
When I asked her what she enjoyed most about the work, she 
said, “working with all the different personalities,” and added. 

Nancy Rohling with her grandchildren
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Continued from page 1
“I never regretted coming to work.” 
She still will devote one day a week 
to the office. But enough from me. 
What did some of her co-workers 
say?

Dawnne Stevens, Business 
Manager; “When I came to Christ 
the King in 2009, Nancy was the 
one that took me under her wing. 
She was the person that I went to 
for “everything”. As soon as we 
met we knew we had something in 
common. Not only had we both lived in Nashville our entire 
lives, but we graduated for St. Bernard’s, and we share the 
same birthday. One thing was clear from the day I started 
here at CTK until Nancy retired from her full-time position 
here, is that she has an endless amount of energy when it 
comes to her job.”

Kathy Skinner, Parish Coordinator, “Nancy Rohling is 
a true historian. I swear she knows everyone in Nashville! 
She knows who lived on what street, what stores were on 
what corners, and is just a wealth of information. She was 
such an asset to me as I began my time serving the Parish. 
She takes photos of everything and loves to learn more about 
the history behind anything. I especially enjoyed traveling to 
staff retreats with her because she had all kinds of stories 
to tell about Nashville over the decades. I think my favor-
ite memory will always be when she made our costumes for 
the staff rendition of “The Sound of Music”. I bought mate-
rial and handed it to her. She made aprons, scarves, ties, etc. 
They were perfect for our comic relief skit. She always had a 
knack for creating something out of nothing, which came in 

True Notes

handy for our annual Halloween decorating for the rectory 
haunted house. We’ve had a lot of laughs! She has been so 
gracious and helpful in my transition to her former position. 
I am beyond grateful for all Nancy has done for this Parish 
and for me.

Alice Valiquette, former Principal, CKS, “As the Adminis-
trative Assistant at Christ the King School, Nancy Rohling ex-
emplified the warmth and welcoming characteristics that are 
essential to that role. Her expertise, her patience, her sense of 
humor were contagious and brightened the school office and 
all those who worked with her. Nancy welcomed all who en-
tered the school; parents, students, teachers, staff members, or 
vendors. Everyone who met Nancy was a recipient of her kind-
ness and care. It was a joy to know and work with Nancy, and 
I wish her much happiness in her retirement.”

And our Pastor, Fr. Dexter, “Nancy was not only a dili-
gent, attentive and effective servant of the Parish, but some-
one who managed to navigate with grace the good and not-
so-good of Church and parish life. I watched her on many 
occasions show kindness, understanding, and patience to 
those who came to our door for help – some with legitimate 
needs, some belligerent and trying to misuse the system, some 
with mental deficiencies – all God’s children. She dealt with 
them all.

Joceline Lemaire gave Nancy the title ‘Houston,’ as in 
‘Houston, we have a problem.’ With incredible grace and 
sensitivity, Nancy managed to make all things well on our 
campus. But mostly, I appreciated her kindness to and sup-
port of me.”

Thank you, Nancy Rohling, for sharing your time and tal-
ents with us. We wish you safe travels and fun on your trips 
but always come back to Christ the King. W

 W hat to do for Lent? Shall we give up chocolate 
again? It’s been discovered now that a little ca-
cao is really good for us, and God wants us to 

take care of our bodies. And who benefits from us fast-
ing from something that’s good for us?

Years ago when our son, Pat, was about age three, 
and his older sisters were in school; my wife, Shirley, 
decided to dress him up and take him to visit a nurs-
ing home. After she parked the car and was walking 
to the front door he slipped and fell in a mud puddle. 
A bit frustrated, she continued on the mission, and 
apologized to the woman in the first room she entered, 
explaining the accident. The woman’s response was, 
“Oh, I love it!”

We never know when or how the Holy Spirit will 
use us to bring a little joy into the world. So, why not 

do something positive? Here’s a few ideas:
If you’re not already involved in our Room in the 

Inn ministry, drop in on Wednesday evening and share 
dinner with some of our homeless guests. The stories 
will amaze you.

Have the time to be a friend to a kid? There are 
many ministries, like Big Brother Big Sister, who al-
ways need volunteers. There is a very successful attor-
ney in our parish who owes much to a gentleman who 
became his Big Brother.

There are many lonely people in nursing homes. 
Talk to management and they will know who to visit. 
If you’re not a conversationalist, bring your I-pad and 
show them funny tube videos.

Whatever you decide, make it positive; because 
we’re all in this together. 

By Deacon Bob True
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Bea and Bees
by Carolyn Goodard

“I “In dog years, she’s 84,” I said as Beatrice hobbled 
toward Sr. Susan. “Then she’ll fit right in here,” 
Sr. Susan smiled. She had stopped by Hope, the 

cabin my dog and I were sharing at the Cedars of Peace, a 
retreat center run by the Sisters of Loretto. After respond-
ing to my two or three questions, Sr. Susan disappeared as 
silently as she had appeared. 

I take Bea on a retreat once a year—she sleeps while I read, 
we walk together. Usually, I bring my own food, but this time I 
decided to join the sisters at the Motherhouse for the noon meal. 
After stuffing Bea into her crate, I grabbed my jacket off the 
hook by the door, walked out of the woods, past the beehives, 
and barn to the double glass doors Sr. Susan had described and 
entered what I imagine had once been a thriving Motherhouse. 
As I am sure they had done for years, the nuns were pushing 
their plastic cafeteria trays past pans of broccoli spears, niblet 
corn, tired-looking pork chops and a salad bar that consisted of 
a large bowl of lettuce surrounded by small bowls of shredded 
cheese, croutons and sunflower seeds. A few of the nuns were 
being helped by aides in blue smocks. My favorite aide’s name 
tag read “Tinker Bell.” Just past the dessert table that was offer-
ing either cheesecake or butterscotch delight, the line emptied 
out into a large, well-lit room of about twenty-five tables. Most 
of the square tables had four white-haired women sitting with 
their food in front of them, talking among themselves. In the 
middle of the room sat one tiny nun, scowling. “May I join 
you?” I tried to sound cheery. Her bony, shaking finger indi-
cated the chair across from her. “Sit there.” I obeyed.

Sister was not much of a conversationalist; she deftly fended 
off all my attempts at casual conversation. I had just decided 
to eat in silence when another nun, this one in a gray sweat-
shirt with some National Wildlife scene of flowers and a small 
animal on the front, asked, “May I join you?” I felt ridiculous 
responding, “Of course.” This was her home, wasn’t it? She 
was chattier, introducing herself as Sr. Catharine and our table 
mate as Sr. Mary Clare. Catharine told me they both had been 
teachers for many years, adding “Sr. Mary Clare had several 
wonderful ministries before she fully retired. Her last ministry 
was as a social worker.” Mary Clare continued to scowl, but at 
least now I understood why. 

I’m a fast eater and was a bit concerned about Beatrice, who 
does not love being crated for long, so I excused myself and head-
ed back toward the cabin. As I neared the tree line, I noticed 
a sign indicating that the sisters were planting trees each year 
to absorb carbon dioxide. Their bees were pollinating the sur-
rounding land, which had been an operating farm since 1796. 

Looking back beyond the silo and sheds, at the church, the 
Motherhouse, and various other red brick buildings, I thought, 
“How amazing.” Even as they reached the age of hobbling like 
Beatrice and needing Tinker Bell to carry a tray to the table 
for them, these nuns were having trees planted and setting up 
beehives. One had humbly asked me, a visitor, if she could join 
me. I hope Bea and I carry some of this amazing grace back to 
Nashville with us. 

Green Bag Lady
by Ann Wehby

 A n eco-friendly art project had an appealing sound to me, 
when I first met Teresa-VanHatten Granath in 2008.  I 
liked the project even more when I learned that it in-

volved recycling discarded fabrics and sewing reusable tote 
bags for shopping.  I was soon joining Teresa, a Christ the 
King parishioner and an associate professor of art at Belmont 
University, with a team of other women who gathered on Sun-
day afternoons to cut and sew fabrics into colorful one-of -a-
kind bags. 

Teresa had attracted some local publicity since the bags 
were being given away for free with “a pledge to refuse plastic 
and paper bags.” A subsequent national news story brought 
so much attention to her work that she needed help to keep up 
with the demand.  The Green Bag Lady project became a blog 
with the help of her technically talented art students, with a 
tally of all the bags that were sent.  Her assistants became 
known as the Bagettes and the numbers of bags has grown 
and grown.  At present, more than 120,000 have been made!  

Our group here in Nashville was the first chapter, but 
thanks to her social media presence and instructional videos 
on greenbaglady.org the chapters have multiplied, nationally 
and internationally. There are at latest count, 48 in the U.S. 
and 40 chapters in Germany, the U.K. and numerous other 
locations.  When Teresa and her family re-located to Denver, 
Colorado in 2013, my friends and I knew that we would have 
to continue sewing for GBL.  It may be our love of fabrics, 
or the spark of creativity in each bag, or the ability to make 
a small contribution to sustainable practices, or the bonds of 
friendship we have made- we truly enjoy this project. 

 Our bags have been distributed at the Nashville Farmers’ 
Market and at street fairs and schools.  We have supported the 
Knights of Columbus Christmas program at Mur-Ci homes 
for the disabled and for the visitors at Room in the Inn.  Fami-
lies at the annual Christ the King picnic have also received our 
bags. Anyone who has unused fabric in their stash, decorator 
fabric left over, or downsizing households, we are glad to have 
it.  You are also invited to join the group. We meet regularly 
at Christ the King in the parish center. For more information 
you can contact me: Kathleen Donofrio, kafdonofrio@gmail.
com   or Ann Wehby, wehby1@comcast.net. 
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having my body buried?
• Was Dante’s vision of hell, purgatory, and heaven real?
• Is dementia a natural part of getting old? Should I be afraid 
of it?
• How can I trust the Bible to tell me how to live my life 
when there are so many ways to interpret it?
• Why is Pope Francis so different from his predecessors?
• Why do people say the most unhelpful and insensitive 
things to those who are grieving?
• If I’m a Christian, how should I think about the Jewish 
faith?
• Can I avoid falling and hurting myself as I age, or is this an 
inevitable part of growing old?

The thrill of discovery is enhanced by community, and 
when we cooperate with others we gain resources that allow 
us to continue learning and adding to our understanding of 
the world. It’s a dismaying mark of our culture that lifelong 
learning has become a relatively difficult task. Not only do 
many of us suffer from overwork, debt, and chronic health 
problems, but the market -- the world built on the promise of 
money to be made and consumables to be purchased --  in-
creasingly entices us to trade in our natural sense of wonder 
and delight in exploring the world around us for the possi-
bility of satisfying a seemingly endless supply of preferences. 
Our attentions, finite as they are, are so bombarded by con-
sumable things -- material and digital -- that we can cease 
even wondering about the quality and trajectory of our own 
lives. Worry and anxiety shift from being signals of underly-
ing problems to figure out to being symptoms to be treated, 
dulled, ignored. In short, we are in danger of becoming a 
very boring people.

Parish life is one of the few places left for adults that prom-
ises to draw us out of ourselves and our familiar circles and 
habits. The life of the parish reminds us of a kind of happi-

By Jon Stott

Sunday Morning Adult Education: Lifelong 
Learning and the Art of Conversation
 A ccording to Aristotle, what makes humans distinctive 

is our capacity to be puzzled by what we encounter 
in the world. He doesn’t mean our ingenuity in inter-

acting with our environment, which we share with other 
animals to some degree, though our ability to manipulate 
the world is impressive. And he doesn’t mean a simple slack-
jawed amazement at how complicated and wonderful the 
world can be. Rather, what makes us greater than all the 
other animals is our delight in figuring out why things are 
the way they are and how they all fit together that makes 
us greater than the other animals. It’s how a sense of dis-
content when something doesn’t make sense grows into an 
anticipation that there’s something meaningful to be found, 
and then the final, “Ah hah! That’s it!” when we figure it 
out. Human wonder reveals our limitless desire to under-
stand and our equally limitless capacity to take pleasure in 
the world as it unfolds around us. It places us in the role of 
explorer, adventurer, investigator, scientist. Whether we’re 
curious about the best way to cook a steak, or what gift at a 
given price range will most delight our partner, or how elec-
tion cycles actually work, or why a good God allows evil, we 
live in a world made for discovery, a world that yields itself, 
gradually, to our questions and rewards us with the thrill of 
understanding.

I think Aristotle is on to something, and so it is a privi-
lege to be part of a parish that treasures, in equal parts, the 
love of learning, the desire for God, and the pursuit of a 
fulfilling life. Christ the King’s Sunday morning adult edu-
cation classes are a great example. It’s thrilling to be able to 
gather with others from 9:45am-10:45am every Sunday to 
find interesting and valuable topics to explore together. Nor, 
in a place like Nashville, is it difficult to find people with 
expertise and verve who can aid us in our explorations. Part 
of what makes us Catholic is a long tradition of folks who 
make time to wonder about God and what God has made – 
that is, anything you might think of! And we’ve had some 
really great conversations about a huge variety of topics over 
the last six months of Sunday morning gatherings. Consider 
just a handful of the puzzles that we’ve tackled together:
• Does God speak to me through my dreams?
• How do I prepare my family and loved ones for my death?
• Would having women in church leadership improve the 
church? 
• What kind of power do I have over what happens to me 
during my final days of life?
• How have Christians used the Bible to justify treating Jews 
like enemies? Are there better ways to read it?
• What does it mean if I decide to be cremated instead of Continue on page 9
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A House Becomes A Home
By Jim Bryan

 O n a crisp Sunday afternoon in late November, Christ 
the King, Cathedral and St. Stephen parishes complet-
ed the construction of a Habitat House for Danielle 

Nixon. The parishes were joined by students from Pope John 
Paul II High School, who on the final weekend, completed 
the landscaping work shortly before the dedication began.  
For Christ the King, it was a long road. The preparation for 
our Corporal Works of Mercy initiative began in the spring. 
Our fund raising commenced on the last Sunday of August.  
Over 50 of our parishioners volunteered their labor to work 
on the house, raising the walls and installing the roof trusses 
during the weekend of November 2 – 3. Several hundred 
other parishioners participated by contributing money to-
ward Christ the King’s share of the out- of -pocket costs, 
which consists of the cost of  building materials and work 
that must be performed by licensed trades.  Those costs total 
$60,000.00. 

Danielle worked on the job site each of the four week-
ends.  The glow in her eyes and the smile on her face masked 
her exhaustion and sore muscles.  It has been a much longer 
road for her. As a single mother with an infant son who will 
experience his first birthday shortly before they move into 
their house, everything was difficult for her to accomplish.  
With the help of family members who provided childcare, 
she managed to complete the 80 hours of required classroom 
instruction and complete her contribution of 100 hours of 
“sweat equity” by working on other families Habitat houses. 
In order to save the required $2,500 down payment for her 
house, she and her child slept on a couch in her grandmoth-
er’s living room, while sharing the one bathroom with other 
family members who live upstairs.  The odds were not good, 
but she did it!  Over 1,000 families applied for a Habitat 
house in the greater Nashville area in 2019. Danielle was one 
of the 40 families who met all of the qualifications. 

Danielle’s new house is in the Park Preserve neighbor-
hood of North Nashville.  Several years ago, Habitat was 
fortunate to be able to purchase the subdivision when the 
original developer defaulted on its bond to Metro to com-
plete the roads and sewers in the neighborhood.  These lots 
have allowed Habitat to construct houses in the neighbor-
hood during the last few years. 

If you drive through the Park Reserve neighborhood to-
day you see scores of newly constructed houses, including 
the 21 houses constructed by the Carter Work Project. You 
will see young trees, basketball goals, soccer nets and the 
signs of youth and children everywhere.  You will also see 
neat, well maintained yards.  You will not see any debris 
or clutter in those yards.  Although this is a multi-cultural 
neighborhood, almost every house displays an American 
flag. The neighborhood itself is a metaphor for pride – pride 
in living in America, pride in being an American, pride in 
one’s home, one’s family and one’s self. 

I would like to ride through this neighborhood again in 
20 years to see what it is like then.  Will the houses and 
yards still be well kept?  Will the American flags still fly?  
Will the diverse neighbors still peacefully coexist?  I would 
also like to know what Danielle’s life will be like in 20 years 
and how her son turned out. Hopefully the ownership of her 
house started her on the road to financial independence and 
empowerment.

On that cool, breezy Sunday in November of 2019 when 
we dedicated her house, Father Dexter blessed her home and 
those gathered prayed that God would help Daniel make a 
house into her family home, encircled in love and embrac-
ing Christian values. We know it will be a difficult task.  A 
single mother, working full time, going to school and raising 
an infant son.  The odds are not good.  Not many are able to 
do it.  As for me, I will cast my lot with Danielle, and I will 
continue to pray that she makes her house into a home. W
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By Kathy Reese

 T he weekend of January 25-26 
marked the beginning of Catho-
lic Schools Week at Christ the 

King school. The theme this year was 
“Catholic Schools: Learn. Serve. Lead. 
Succeed.” This theme emphasizes ide-
als which are paramount in Catho-
lic education. Leading up to Catholic 
Schools Week, Rachel Hester, director 
of the Room in the Inn Main Campus, 
spoke to CKS students about homeless-
ness and what is true and false about 
homeless people. As a result of that 
presentation, this year’s student ser-
vice project included collecting books 
and toiletries for Room in the Inn. 
The music for this week’s activities 
was provided by John Angotti. He is a 
full-time music missionary who spends 
his time furnishing inspirational music 
and faith witness to people of all ages 
throughout the world.

During the weekend Masses stu-
dents, along with their parents, acted 
as greeters and gift bearers. Then at 
the end of each Mass, three students 
accompanied Mrs. Sherry Woodman 
to the altar and read compositions that 
they had written. Between the Sunday 
Masses a reception was held in the caf-
eteria. Along with the usual coffee and 
doughnuts, parent volunteers provided 
other tasty breakfast fare. There was 
also a display of student artwork and 
a slideshow that was available for pe-
rusal.

 On Monday CKS students celebrat-
ed our nation. Students wore       their 
uniforms along with red, white, and 
blue accessories. Scouts could also 
wear their uniforms. Boy Scouts Joe 
Dennis and Sam Riggan (Troop 11) 

and Rosemary Numnum (Troop 68) 
posted the colors at the beginning of 
school in the gym. Throughout the day 
students wrote cards and letters which 
were distributed to active military and 
veterans.

The Faith Rally was the main event 
on Tuesday beginning with Mass at 
8:30 in the gym. The students gathered 
in their tribes as John Angotti led the 
music. These tribes are named after 
saints, and each tribe is composed of 
two or three students from each grade. 
Following Mass, which was concel-
ebrated by Father Dexter and Father 
Phan, John Angotti led some fun songs 
(I.e. Step, Touch, Genuflect) before a 
quick snack. After a period of music 
and songs, the breakout sessions be-
gan. These sessions were divided into 
five groups comprised of two grades 
per group, starting with Pre-k and K 
and ending with seventh/eighth grades. 
Led by adults in these sessions, stu-
dents discussed various topics pertain-
ing to faith. The Faith Rally concluded 
with the Repose of the Blessed Sacra-
ment and Adoration. By noon all of the 
students had returned to their regular 
schedules. 

The focus of Wednesday was given 
over to honoring faculty and staff. To 
this end a delicious lunch was provided 
while volunteers covered their classes, 

Audrey Rose Hulse and Austin Hester with the Room in the Inn collection.

etc. The All Schools’ Mass was held 
at the Catholic Pastoral Center in the 
morning with students from second 
and seventh grades attending.

On Thursday parents were recog-
nized for the important role they play 
in their children’s lives. Students wore 
pajamas to school, so no worries about 
uniforms. And no homework was as-
signed giving the parents the night off 
from making sure it was completed. 
Parents also received a breakfast treat 
in the drop-off line. As a final tribute, 
Mrs. Woodman led a Rosary in the 
Mary Chapel of the church after drop-
off.

Friday was all about the students. 
They were out of uniform, and a spe-
cial snack cart made the rounds with 
treats for the students. The climax of 
the day was the volleyball match be-
tween eighth grade and faculty/coach-
es. Father Phan played on the student 
team, which may account for their 
success. A volleyball match consists of 
best three out of five sets. Both teams 
won two sets; however, there was not 
enough time to play the fifth set. And 
so the match ended in a tie. The stu-
dents were excited about Father Phan 
playing on their team. As eighth grader 
Alex Crews said, “He’s a cool priest 
and very good at volleyball.” 

The final element of Catholic 
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Schools Week is the recognition of a distinguished graduate. 
This year’s recipient was Dave Kuhlman, who has worked 
with the Haiti program for many years and in other key roles 
for the church. On Tuesday, February 4, Dave was honored 
at the student Mass and a reception in the West Wing.

Catholic Schools Week is an activity that the students 
look forward to every year. The students seemed to like the 
music. Mya Emmanuel, seventh grader, thought that it “...
was exciting! It kept your blood moving.” Seventh grader 
Audrey Rose Hulse felt that “John Angotti was very ener-
getic and kept things upbeat.” The students enjoyed other 
aspects of the week, too. Elli Maffei, seventh grader, enjoyed 
“...the 7th and 8th grade small group talk with Mr. Angot-
ti.” Fifth grader Amelia Williams was excited about Pajama 
Day “...because we’re usually in uniforms...and it gives us 
something to look forward to...” Perhaps fifth grader Tom-
my Evertson summed it up best: “It’s a fun week to support 
Catholic schools.”

From a little different perspective, fourth grade teacher 
Megan Nicholson felt that the Faith Rally gave the students 
the opportunity to “...come to Jesus in praise and worship, 
music, and activities to learn how to grow in prayer, in the 
Eucharist, and in adoration.” W

Photos from left to right, top to bottom: Parent Apprecia-
tion Day; Distinguished Graduate Dave Kuhlman, class of 
1953, celebrates with friends; 8th graders; Flag ceremony 
for  students; and 8th grade vs. faculty volleyball game.

Photos by Jeanette Vogt
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 E ach Sunday during Mass, chil-
dren, ages five to ten, are invited 
to participate in Children’s Lit-

urgy of the Word (CLOW). Following 
the Introductory Rites, the Deacon 
gathers the children for their dismiss-
al. CLOW leaders lead the group to 
the Council Room in the parish hall to 
prepare the children for their own li-
turgical celebration during the Liturgy 
of the Word. Guided by an adult leader 
and teen assistants, children hear the 
Word of God proclaimed with reflec-
tions that reach them on their develop-
mental level. The children participate 
in guided discussions on the readings 
with visual aids to help them grasp a 
deeper understanding of God’s Word. 
The children in our parish community 
look forward to CLOW each Sunday. 

Ten-year-old parishioner, Char-
lotte Buergler, says she enjoys going 
to CLOW because the children get to 
stand up and do the first and second 
readings. She also enjoys getting the 
time to talk to her peers when they 
break down the Word. 

Joseph Head, an eight-year-old 
parishioner, says his favorite part of 
CLOW is that he gets to participate 
in the Gospel reflections by answering 
questions, sharing his opinions, and 
sharing personal stories that pertain to 
the Gospel. 

We are so thankful to all who are 
involved in this ministry. It is such a 
blessing to our community! W

Children’s Liturgy of the Word
By Jamie Gorman

Save the date for VBS 2020
July 20 -24

Volunteer Registration - March 1
Participant Registration - April 1
*Par ticipants must be 4 by August 15. 

Contact Jaimie Gorman with any questions. 
jaimie.gorman@ctk-nashville.org

615-777-8908
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By Pat Watson

 C hrist the King’s annual Christmas 
party for the residents and staff of 
Mur-Ci Homes has spanned more 

years than most can remember. Spear-
headed by late parishioner Tom Wieck 
and other Knights of Columbus from the 
old Bosley Springs Road clubhouse, it is 
now powered by modern-day Knights at 
Christ the King Council 12256 and gen-
erations of Tom’s family and friends.

Mur-Ci Homes was founded in 1960 
by the Murfreesboro Road Civitan Club 
(Mur-Ci) as a private non-profit 501(c)
(3) residential agency. Its mission from 
the start has been to offer parents of 
children suffering from severe/profound 
disabilities an alternative to having their 
sons and daughters institutionalized in 
state facilities. Mur-Ci Homes today, a 
cluster of nine group homes located on 
four acres in Antioch, has the capacity 
to support 72 persons – whose ages cur-
rently vary from 8 to 84, some of whom 
have lived there for more than 30 years. 
Almost three-quarters of the residents 
are classified as non-ambulatory, which 
means they must have assistance in vir-
tually everything they do, and more than 
30 persons supported require tube feed-
ing for their daily sustenance.

Each December, CTK opens its doors 
to welcome more than 200 guests who 
make the trek to the Christmas party 
from Antioch in a caravan of buses and 
other vehicles. With generous financial 
support from the parish, the Knights of 
Columbus continues to take the lead in 
organizing manpower and logistics for a 
party that offers us a chance to bring a 
little joy into the residents’ lives and pro-
vide a brief diversion for a caring staff.

It’s significant to note that one-half 
of our spending on the Mur-Ci Homes 
Christmas party goes directly for Christ-
mas gifts for each resident, with caregiv-
ers personally overseeing the shopping list 
based on individual needs and capabilities. 
Another 25% or so is used by the Knights 
to purchase gifts for a separate Mur-Ci 
Homes’ staff Christmas party; manage-
ment uses these donated items to recog-
nize and reward exemplary employees for 
their service, tenure, and dedication to a 

job that most would find overwhelming. 
The remainder of our spending covers 
toiletries and other stocking-stuffer items 
for each resident along with food (pre-
pared and served by the Knights), drink, 
and dessert for all who attend.

Through the years, the Wieck/Walsh 
extended family has continued to pro-
vide our Christmas band, a visit from 
Santa at the penultimate moment, and 
true inspiration for those only witnessing 
the event for the first time. Happily, this 
tradition continues to grow in our parish 
through increasing volunteerism beyond 
the Knights. The Women’s Council now 
lends a thoughtful touch to table deco-
rations, the Green Bag Ladies make gift 
bags used by the Knights to collect the 
stocking stuffers, and the parish knitting 
group provides warm scarves or hats for 
the residents. The Boy Scouts from Troop 
11 have been perennial helpers (with two 
of their own being residents at Mur-Ci 
Homes) and Christ the King schoolchil-
dren always participate in various ways.

Building on this Christmas tradition 
and with the parish’s continued generos-
ity, the Knights added a summer festival 
for Mur-Ci Homes three years ago, held 
right on its Antioch campus. This past 
summer’s festivities included roaming 
musicians, face-painters, a stilt-walking 
juggler, a balloon twister, a petting zoo, 
roving therapy dogs, a popcorn stand, 
and even a visit by Booster, the Nashville 
Sounds’ mascot. The Knights cook and 
provide lunch for a large crowd of resi-
dents, family members and caregivers to 
finish the day’s celebration, which Mur-
Ci Homes uses to cap its annual “Spirit 
Week” as a showing of deep apprecia-
tion to the staff for jobs well done. The 
final course is provided by the Women’s 
Council in the form of delicious home-
made desserts.

All parishioners are invited to these 
events, which reveal a different under-
standing of what Christmas is really all 
about or what dinner on the grounds 
means to those shut-in for life. The next 
summer festival will start at 9:00 a.m. 
on Saturday, June 20, at Mur-Ci Homes 
in Antioch.  W

Joy to the World
ness that is attained not by working for 
it until we’re too old to work anymore, 
but by learning again how to receive 
the gift of life as though we were chil-
dren. Our liturgies show us that bread 
and wine are the life of God poured 
out for us. Our school reminds us that 
we educate our children in order that 
they might become saints whose love 
can redeem the world. And our social 
gatherings reveal that there are deeper 
bonds between us than family, or work 
relationships, or political interests, or 
geography. 

Good conversations are the key to 
nourishing these bonds of communi-
ty. By having good conversations, we 
lay out our various understandings of 
what is meaningful and valuable. We 
come to see that what is significantly 
meaningful to us is also meaningful to 
others. Through conversation, we ex-
plore our common problems, experi-
ences, and decisions. In conversation, 
when we find different problems, ex-
periences, and decisions, we can sen-
sitively explore those differences, and 
our world widens. Good conversation 
requires risk and skill. Sometimes our 
conversations involve conflict, and we 
have to decide to be courageous, or 
gentle, or patient. The right conversa-
tion, at the right time, can change a 
life. If we commit to having good con-
versations, this parish will continue to 
be a place where we can learn together 
about complicated and meaningful 
topics: faith, health, politics, par-
enting, how to meet our deaths with 
dignity – the list goes on. May all our 
gatherings at Christ the King, from 
Sunday morning adult education class-
es to first communion parent meetings 
to Room at the Inn on Wednesday 
nights, all express our commitment to 
lifelong learning and the art of good 
conversation. 

What do you want to learn about? 
What do you wonder about? What 
do you wish this parish was talking 
about? Reach out, and let’s have a 
good conversation.  W

Continued from page 4
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By Earl Weissert

 I n January Father Dexter, Tony Emmanuel, and I had an 
opportunity to revisit Haiti. Father Dorcin from Pilette 
and Father Rodney from Roche-Plate met us at the air-

port in Cap-Haitien and drove us in their truck to the rec-
tory at Our Lady of Sorrows. Over dinner, we discussed 
the needs of their parishes and the plans for our brief trip. 
We agreed that the growth of the school, the coffee project 
and the celebration of the anniversary of Our Lady of Grace 
would be the focus of our time in Haiti.

Two years ago, the sixth-grade class asked us if we could 
help them continue their education at Our Lady of Sorrows 
School. Since then, we have been able to add grades seven 
and eight by funding teachers’ salaries and using a split 
schedule of classes.  This year we were able to tour an ex-
panded school. Since our last visit, a second story has been 
added to the entire school. This addition provides the extra 
space needed to house our new seventh and eighth grades 
with room to grow for a ninth grade next year. Currently, 
there twenty-nine students in the seventh grade and nine-
teen in the eighth grade. The school now has a total enroll-
ment of 295 students k through eight. 

We were surprised to see the older students carrying 
chairs to the new lecture room. Apparently, they are re-
quired to bring chairs from home since the addition is still 
unfurnished. Every day they carry chairs to the school and 
back home after school. They need 75 wooden tablet arm 
chair desks to furnish the new classrooms. The principal 
met with the children and us in fifth through eighth grade 
in the new space. She updated us about all the issues go-
ing on in the school. She made a detailed financial report 
and thanked the parishioners of Christ the King for their 
generous, ongoing support. At the end of the meeting, the 
students picked up their chairs and carried them back to the 
classroom.

The newly expanded school now offers classes in Eng-
lish, computers, and government required classes for high 
school. Father addressed each classroom and introduced the 
idea of expanding their computer lab by connecting to the 
internet. Three years ago we set a goal to connect Christ the 
King School to our sister school in Haiti. Since then, we have 
added solar panels to provide power for computers, and four 
basic computers were donated by our students, parishioners, 
and groups of Christ the King. Currently the students wait 
in line to have a turn on the computers. 

The most excitement we saw was in the computer lab. The 
students are eager to learn, and they cheered when Father 
said that the internet would bring the world to them. Our 
goal of face-to-face communication with our sister parish 
will be realized.

In the afternoon, we met with twelve farmers from the 
village coffee teams who are participating in the proof of 
concept test we initiated last year. We listened to their issues, 
the biggest of which is the drought. The plants need water. 

The Internet Comes to Pilette
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We discussed possible remedies for 
basic irrigation. We agreed to have 
monthly supervision from Dondon 
agronomists and to provide a second 
round of natural fertilizer. Then we 
traveled to all five coffee fields with 
the agronomists from Singing Roost-
er and the Dondon co-op. We found 
different results in different fields. 
The drought this year is more severe 
than last year. Farmers must carry 
water greater distances to water the 
young plants.

Overall the plants are doing well, 
but we must pray for rain. In the first 
field, Tony found ants on some of 
the young plants. The agronomists 
identified an organic remedy on the 
spot. The first and second fields had 
little tree coverage, and the sun has 
taken a toll on the plants. They are 
small, but still sturdy. The third field 
had more shade trees and richer soil. 
These plants were taller and stronger 
than the other field. The fourth had 
the best conditions with tree cover, 
rich soil, and good moisture. These 
plants are thriving and will look even 
better with more water. This field has 
a variety of other successful crops 
and seems to be the best model for 
our test. 

Our team is learning a lot from 
this innovative farmer. The fifth field 
had good cover trees, and the plants 
were doing well. We are encouraged 
by what we saw and are committed 
to continue the test for a second year.

Later that afternoon, we met with 
the medical clinic personnel. The 
families of our school and church-
es have the benefit of a doctor and 
nurses available five days a week. 
However, they may need help pro-
curing basic medicine and care in the 
future. They expressed an immediate 
need for batteries for the clinic’s so-
lar power system.

We spent the second day with 
Father Rodney Angrand, the newly 
appointed pastor of Our Lady of 
Grace. Father Rodney is a dynamic, 
bright leader who is a welcome ad-

dition to our team. It was a privi-
lege to join him for the celebration 
of the anniversary of the Our Lady 
of Grace Parish. We attended the 
special Mass along with 31 priests, 
the local bishop, and approximately 
600 parishioners, many of whom 
had walked miles to attend. They 
joyfully sang and danced and prayed 
together. Father Rodney welcomed 

our group from Christ the King and 
thanked our parish for their con-
tinuing support. 

In summary, we found a thriving 
school, healthy coffee plants, and a 
faith-filled community. But, as you 
see, our work is not complete. Please 
continue to support our sister par-
ishes with your prayers and generous 
offerings. You make a difference. W
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