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Peace I Leave You: Living Out the Gospel’s Call 
to Nonviolent Christian Love
By Jon Stotts

B eginning in September, and inspired by 60 years of contin-
uous papal teaching, Christ the King hosted an adult edu-
cation series focusing on the Gospel’s call to nonviolence. 

Featuring conversations with peacemakers in a variety of settings, 
this series showed how nonviolent love is an effective, meaning-
ful, and wholeheartedly Catholic response to the violence of this 
world. 

The Biblical and Theological Foundations for Nonviolence
Bookending the ensuring Sunday morning examinations of 

nonviolence in specific settings were sessions dedicated to the 
scriptural and theological foundations of nonviolent Christian 
love. In three preliminary sessions, parishioners explored how, in 
all four gospels, Jesus offers himself as an example of nonviolent 
love, and he instructs his disciples to renounce violence in all cas-
es. But the kind of nonviolent love exemplified by Jesus was not 
a passive strategy for avoiding conflict. Christian nonviolence is 
not the same as pacifism. Rather, nonviolent Christian love is the 
alternative to two extreme reactions to evil. Instead of responding 
to violence with more violence, or passively accepting the neces-
sity of violence in our lives, families, and communities, Jesus of-
fers an example of creative and intelligent nonviolent resistance 
for us to follow. 

Domestic Violence
Violence against women in this country is a staggering prob-

lem. One in three women worldwide have been physically or 
sexually assaulted, and the majority of these occur at the hands of 
an intimate male partner. Tennessee is among the ten U.S. states 
with the highest rates of domestic homicides. Nearly 20 people 
per minute are physically abused by an intimate partner in the 
United States. Again, the vast majority of abusers are men. 

Ugly facts. Things we struggle to talk about. But the proximity 
of children to domestic violence means that a minority of people 
emerge into adulthood without first- or second-hand experience 
of violence in the family or at the hands of a trusted other. So if 
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Continued from page 1
we want to talk about Christian nonviolent love, it’s important to 
see the violence that’s present in so many homes. 

In her October 15 presentation, Cathy Gurley, CEO of You 
Have the Power, showed us how elements from our Christian 
tradition can be coopted to justify and maintain abusive relation-
ships. She spoke at length about how patterns of increasing ten-
sion, explosive events, and “honeymoon” periods keep abusers 
and survivors enmeshed in a cycle of violence. Challenging our 
tendencies to blame victims for staying in abusive relationships, 
Gurley provided some alternative strategies for providing support 
and safety for those who disclose abuse.

Complementing Gurley’s discussion of empowering survivors 
of ongoing abuse, Vanessa Johnson, YWCA’s Director of Youth 
Services, came to talk to parishioners on October 3 and October 
17 about disrupting the beginnings of such violence in childhood. 
She introduced AMEND Together, a program that seeks to elim-
inate violence against women and children by addressing what we 
expect of men. Can we raise boys to be men who are capable of 
vulnerability, empathy, sensitivity, and respect? Why do we jus-
tify the seeds of violence in our young boys by teaching them that 
it’s somehow natural for them to use aggression and intimida-
tion to get what they want? How do we grow men who can actu-
ally express their feelings without feeling defensive or ashamed? 
Through a series of activities and conversations, Johnson provided 
concrete examples and helpful practices that can help us begin to 
answer these questions from a nonviolent standpoint.

Christ the King parishioners raise awareness on Belmont Boulevard 
about the case of Pervis Payne on September 8, 2021

Stacy Rector discusses alternatives to the death penalty on Sunday, 
October 31, 2021

Tennesseans for Alternatives to the Death Penalty
The moral inadmissibility of the death penalty is now a settled 

issue in official Catholic teaching. But the death penalty remains 
a legal option at the federal level in the United States and for 27 
states, including Tennessee. Rev. Stacy Rector, Executive Director 
of Tennesseans for Alternatives to the Death Penalty, joined CTK 
parishioners on October 31 to talk about why sentencing violent 
criminals to die does nothing to reduce violence or to create justice. 

In her presentation, she provided overwhelming evidence that the 
death penalty is costly, unfairly applied, and does little to deter 
violent crime. What’s more, death sentences put murder victims’ 
families through a painfully protracted process with an average of 
28 years in Tennessee between sentencing and execution. There 
are no good reasons not to abolish the death penalty.

Rector illustrated her point by telling the story of Pervis Payne, 
a man with an intellectual disability sentenced to die for a crime in 
a case that bears all the hallmarks of a wrongful conviction. Earlier 
this fall, CTK parishioners joined efforts all over Tennessee to 
raise awareness about Payne’s case. And in November, a Shelby 
County judge vacated Payne’s death sentences. 

The Global Catholic Peace Movement
Toward the end of the series on nonviolent Christian love, 

parishioners were joined on Zoom by Marie Dennis, Pax Christi 
International senior advisor. Surveying Pax Christi’s work with the 
Vatican over the past several years, Dennis provided an expansive 
view of how the Catholic Church is beginning fully to embrace 
nonviolence as a constitutive part of Christian discipleship that 

touches on a spectrum of issues ranging from warfare to climate 
change. Moreover, just as the Church has recognized the moral 
inadmissibility of the death penalty in society today, so too might 
the Church continue to strengthen its affirmation that all citizens 
and all governments are obliged to work for the avoidance of 
violence. In the words of St. John Paul II, “war is never inevitable, 
it is always a defeat for humankind.” But, according to Dennis, the 
good news is that nonviolence at the policy level has been proven 
effective around the world. It just remains for us to courageously 
develop creative and compassionate solutions to the problems that 
plague our fragile communities. 

This presentation can be viewed on Christ the King’s YouTube 
channel. W
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Six for Sainthood
By Maureen Schlachter

O n July 8, members of CTK collaborated with folks from 
St. Vincent de Paul Catholic Church to host a joint “meet 
and eat” entitled Six for Sainthood. The evening offered 

folks from both parishes a chance to share a meal and learn about 
six Black Americans on the road to canonization. We began 

with a 6 p.m. Mass in the St. Joseph chapel, then gathered in 
the Marian Hall for dinner and fellowship. Dinner was provided 
by members of the CTK group. Deacon Harry Guess began 
the program with a bit of his own history and involvement at 
St. Vincent de Paul. His wife Cheryl spoke about the “Six for 
Sainthood,” shared the prayer cards created for St. Vincent de 
Paul, and told about the efforts under way to support the cause 
for sainthood for the following: Pierre Toussaint, Henriette 
DeLille, Thea Bowman, Mother Mary Lange, Julia Greeley, and 
Augustus Tolton.

November is Black Catholic History Month, designated in 
1990. At St. Vincent after every Sunday Mass during the month, 
one candidate’s prayer is read and the congregation is encouraged 
to pray for that person’s cause for sainthood. Part of the reason for 
the focus is that many people are unaware that there are no Black 
Catholic American saints, and that these six candidates are in the 
process of canonization. All six have incredible biographies. For 
more information, consult this website, https://nbccongress.org/
noteworthy-black-catholics/

It was an enjoyable and informative evening. All who 
participated felt it was a great start to an ongoing relationship 
and look forward to future gatherings. W

Cheryl Guess, Deacon Harry Guess’s wife, discusses the six up for 
sainthood

T hrough the years I’ve had several close friends who were recovering alcoholics as members of Alcoholics Anonymous. They 
call themselves “recovering” because they realize addiction is a chronic disease and never fully cured. The famous “12 
Steps” has been cloned to address many addictions, and has saved millions of life journeys and, I would guess souls, across 

the world. The idea began in England, as a Catholic movement called The Oxford Movement, and the two men who started AA 
basically numbered the Steps and inserted the words “Higher Power.” I took advantage of this wisdom the last year I was in my 
Deaconate formation by enrolling in a one-year, weekly closed class course offered by Codependents Anonymous (CODA). The 
extra weekly night commitment was greatly worth it in preparing for ordained ministry.

Over the years AA has created many popular proverbs, but none more famous than “Let Go, Let God.” But what does that 
really mean? A friend once told me his AA sponsor told him he had to figure out the difference between his will and God’s will or he 
would never get sober. I really think that’s everybody’s journey, certainly mine, but with me it is my ego—what I think is best for 
me, and it’s chronic too. I truly believe God has a plan for each of us—a plan that fits into His plan for the world and will bring 
us much more Joy in life than anything we can dream up. That’s why the Thomas Merton prayer has become such an important 
part of my prayer life. (Merton was a Trappist monk at the nearby Gethsemani monastery in Kentucky, and a prolific writer.)

My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going. I do not see the road ahead of   me. I cannot know for certain where 
it will end. Nor do I really know myself. And the fact that I think I am following your will does not mean that I am 
actually doing so. But I believe that the desire to please you does in fact please you. And I hope I have that desire in all 
that I am doing. I hope I will never do anything apart from that desire. And I know that if I do this you will lead me 
by the right road, though I may know nothing about it. Therefore I will trust you always though I may seem to be lost, 
and in the shadow of death. I will not fear, for you are ever with me, and you will never leave me to face my perils alone.

Advent is the perfect time to decide. W

True Notes
By Deacon Bob
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I t seems the Church’s view on cremation has changed over 
the years. What does the Catholic Church teach and allow 
as regards cremation?

You are right, the Church’s view on cremation has changed. 
The Church now permits cremation of the human body. Prior 
to 1963, the universal law of the Church prohibited cremation. 
The 1917 Code (in force until the new codes of canons were 
promulgated in 1983 for the Latin Church and 1990 for the 
Eastern Churches) codified a Vatican decree from 1886 that 
forbade cremation:

1917 Canon 1203, §1.  The bodies of the faithful departed 
shall be buried, their cremation 
being reprobated.

In July of 1963, during the pontificate of Pope Paul VI, the 
Holy Office (now called the Congregation for the Doctrine of the 
Faith) issued an instruction, Piam et Constantem (The reverent 
and unbroken practice), which stated that the Church “never 
opposed nor now opposes cremation under certain circumstances, 
that is, whenever it is certain that it is done through innocent 
motives and for grave reasons, especially of public order.” Indeed, 
even during the time when the law prohibited cremation of 
the human body, the Church granted dispensations from this 
universal norm.

Early Christians, continuing the tradition of their Jewish 
heritage, rejected cremation and embraced interment of the 
body. By decree in 789 Charlemagne forbade cremation of the 

human body in the Roman Empire. New interest in cremation 
arose in the nineteenth century among various associations, some 
of which rejected aspects of the Christian life. Cremation was 
sometimes a sign of the rejection of Christian teachings. Because 
of this, Catholics were forbidden from joining those groups and 
from making use of cremation. Ecclesiastical burial rites were 
denied those who insisted on cremation. It was presumed that 
anyone who asked to be cremated did so as an act of denying the 
Christian life.

Pope Paul VI, mindful of the changes that had come about in 
the world, observed that there were many reasons a person might 
choose cremation without intending an anti-Christian statement. 
Today, with the cost of burying the body and the amount of earth 
one body claims, many choose cremation for economic or other 
pragmatic reasons. Paul VI approved a change in the universal 
norm against cremation, and today the 1983 Code of Canons for 
the Latin Church provides:

1176, §3. The Church earnestly recommends that the 
pious custom of burying the bodies of the       
deceased be observed; nevertheless, the Church 
does not prohibit cremation unless it was chosen 
for reasons contrary to Christian doctrine.

Canon 876, §3, of the 1990 Code for the Eastern Churches has 
a similar provision.  

It is good to note that, if a person chooses cremation, the 
Church, in its universal practice, prefers the funeral Mass to 
be celebrated in the presence of the body. After the funeral 
Mass, the body is to be taken to the crematorium. The dioceses 
of the United States and Canada, however, have been granted 
permission to allow the celebration of the funeral Mass in the 
presence of the cremated remains of the body.

One who has chosen cremation isn’t free to direct the disposal 
of one’s ashes in whatever way one desires. The Church asks that 
ashes of the faithful be laid to rest in a sacred place, that is, in a 
cemetery or, in certain cases, in a church or an area which has 
been set aside for this purpose. The reservation of the ashes of the 
departed in a sacred place ensures that they are not excluded from 
the prayers and remembrance of their family or the Christian 
community. It prevents the faithful departed from being 
forgotten, or their remains from being shown a lack of respect, 
which eventuality is possible, especially once the immediately 
subsequent generation has passed away. Also, interment of 
cremated remains prevents any unfitting or superstitious 
practices. W

Ask Father
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Good News from Haiti!
By The Haitian Ministry

H aiti has been in our thoughts and prayers a lot lately. 
National news services bring us information about 
political upheaval and a devastating earthquake. But even 

in this dark time, we have good news to report about our Twin 
Parishes in Pilette and Roche-Plate.

Thanks to the generosity of the parishioners and friends of 
Christ the King, through special gifts, donations, coffee sales, 
time, and talent, some things are continuing to thrive in Haiti.

• A tenth-grade class has been added to the school.
• More than 300 children now attend our school.
• More teachers have been hired and supplies have been 

provided.
• The coffee trees are bearing fruit that will soon yield 

precious beans.
• A pump is being added to the irrigation system that 

supports the coffee growing.
• Funds were sent to aid our neighbors near Port-au-Prince 

who lost their school and church.
• Funds were sent for the operational support of both 

churches and the school in our Twin Parishes.
• Several computers have been purchased and programmed 

in French and sent to the school.
• The Wi-Fi system is being funded regularly for our 

students.
• Funds have been set aside to purchase a printer as soon as 

possible.

The Haitian Ministry thanks all of the parishioners, staff, 
students, friends, and families who have made all of this possible 
even during our own pandemic. Your generosity has touched 
our faraway friends more than you can know. We couldn’t do it 
without you! W

A mural above the rectory door in Pilette honors the special relationship 
between our parish in Nashville and our Twin Parish in Haiti

Our Lady of Seven Sorrows is our Twin Parish in Pilette

The Haitian Ministry met these students in Pilette in 2018. They 
asked us to add a seventh grade to their school so they could continue 
their studies. This year we added a tenth grade. 

Christ the King is selling fair-trade Haitian coffee. 
HELP HAITI
Purchase Singing Rooster Coffee at $10 a bag!
MONTHLY OR ANYTIME ONLINE 
You may purchase onsite with cash or check, or online via 
WeShare at https://ctknashville.weshareonline.org/
For more information about Christ the King’s Haitian 
Coffee Project, visit https://ctk.org/haitian-coffee-project
For more information about Christ the King’s Haiti ministry 
with Our Lady of Grace and Our Lady of Seven Sorrows 
parishes, visit https://ctk.org/haiti-twin-parish W

Haitian Coffee Project
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By Kathy Reece

W ith the beginning of the new 
school year in August, the 
students were introduced to a 

new principal. Mrs. Sherry Woodman, 
who had been principal for nine years, 
decided to return to the classroom. Thus 
began the search for the right person 
to fill this position. After a thorough 
search, Mr. Alan Mila was selected as 
the new principal. He brings with him a 
background of immigration.

Mr. Mila’s father is a first-generation 
immigrant from Poland. When he 
was three years old, his parents and he 
moved from Poland to America in 1951. 
They were sponsored by a member of 
the Polish National Alliance in Chicago 
to immigrate from Germany. They 
sailed from Germany to New Orleans, 
Louisiana. They were met there by a 
Polish-speaking priest who helped them 
board a train to Chicago. Arriving in 
Chicago, the family was met by the Red 
Cross, who placed them in an apartment 
on Chicago’s northside. Mr. Mila’s 
mother’s parents had immigrated from 
Lithuania several years before this.

Mr. Mila grew up in a small suburb 
outside Chicago, Illinois. He attended Il-

linois Wesleyan Uni-
versity and graduat-
ed with a bachelor’s 
degree in math. He 
wanted to become 
a teacher, so he en-
rolled in the Alliance 
for Catholic Educa-
tion (ACE) at Notre 
Dame University. 
This graduate pro-
gram helps prepare 
students to become 
dynamic and com-
mitted educators. 
While still enrolled 
in this program, 
Mr. Mila accepted 
a position at Pope 
John Paul II High 
School. He moved 
to Nashville in 2005 
and began his teach-
ing career. He taught 
math at JPII for 
twelve years. He also 
coached men’s and 
women’s soccer and 

served as Athletic Director. Following his stint at JPII, Mr. Mila was the assistant prin-
cipal at St. Henry School for four years.

Mr. Mila’s wife Tina is also an educator and teaches at St. Bernard Academy. She is 
originally from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, and moved to Nashville in 2007. They met in 
the ACE program at Notre Dame. In 2010 they were married at Christ the King with 
Father Dexter Brewer presiding. They have two children—Ben, who is 8 years old, and 
2-year-old Madeline. They were both baptized by Father Dexter.

After four months into this endeavor, Mr. Mila feels like he is still in the honeymoon 
phase of his tenure. He views Christ the King as a remarkable school with strong com-
munity support and involvement. The faculty, staff, and students are top-notch, but 
every school can be improved. He is taking his time to learn and understand what will 
make CKS an even better school. His message to faculty, staff, and students is “progress, 
not perfection.” Perfection is unattainable, but progress can always be made. With Mr. 
Mila at the helm, exciting things are awaiting CKS. W

Christ the 
King School 
Welcomes New 
Principal  
Alan Mila

Alan on his first day as principal, meeting Pre-K students at his desk
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Alan teaching eighth-grade 
algebra

Alan with Ava Francescon 
and Will Derrick, who 
present him with the gift 
for National Catholic 
Principal’s Day from the 
student body. The gift is a 
soccer ball signed by all the 
students.

I n late spring, both middle and high school youth groups 
visited Climb Nashville. The youth groups had a great 
time adventuring on the ropes courses and challenging 

themselves to conquer great heights!
Interested in joining the CTK Youth Group? Middle school 

youth group is for students in grades 6-8 who are parishioners 
at CTK. High school youth group is for any high schooler in 
the Nashville area interested in joining us! All participants 
must have an annual participant form on file. This form is 
to be completed by a parent or guardian. Visit ctk.org/youth-
ministry to learn more. W

Youth Group: Climb Nashville
By Jaimie Gorman
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Begin Again
By Rose Anderson

M y nine-year-old daughter, Zoe, and I like to bake 
together. She is my sous-chef: chopping vegetables, 
stirring, and measuring f lour. Learning the difference 

between a teaspoon and a tablespoon. Smelling spices and trying 
to identify them by their aroma. Those are the positives of 
cooking together. 

The Sunday after Thanksgiving, I noticed an extra bag of 
cranberries in the fridge and decided to bake cranberry muffins. 
Zoe immediately asked if she could help. “Yes,” I enthusiastically 
replied, as my shoulder muscles started to tense. I ran the 
cranberries through the food processor, while she pulled out 
f lour, baking soda, and baking powder. I agreed to let her crack 
the eggs and put them in a separate bowl. She tapped one egg on 
the counter which made an imperceptible crack in the eggshell. 
She then proceeded to make a pinhead opening in the egg and 
shake the contents out. I stood by impatiently watching this 
process while my blood pressure soared. Small shards of shell 
lay on the counter, some in the bowl. I pulled out the fragments 
of shells from the bowl and reminded her how to crack an egg. I 
showed her how to whisk the eggs and sugar together, but after 
a few moments of her stirring not whisking, I commandeered 
the whisk. Her frustration was growing, and I was on edge. We 
moved on to zesting an orange. She is fascinated by the zester, so 
though we were headed for disaster, I let her zest. 

“Move the orange around, you don’t want to zest the same 
spot,” I suggested.

“Okay!” she exclaimed. 
“Watch the front of the zester so it doesn’t fall in the batter,” I 

suggested again.
“Okay!”, she exclaimed again.
Tension mounting, I carefully suggested, “Focus on what 

you’re doing.”
“Got it!” she said sarcastically. 
And then the zester fell into the batter. 
“I can’t take it! Let me zest,” I snapped as I picked the zester 

out of the bowl.
“Fine! Do it yourself!” Zoe yelled as she stormed off to the 

playroom.
I looked over at my husband who had been quietly washing 

dishes throughout this debacle. “I know, I know. I can’t help it,” 
I said in exasperation. “I seriously cannot help it. I have to have 
things done a certain way and I can’t seem to control myself when 
too many things are done differently. She is literally going to hate 
cooking and only have memories of me getting annoyed and her 
leaving the kitchen in tears,” I said. I stood in silence and thought 
about what had just transpired.

I finished preparing the batter, filled the muffin tin and placed 
the pan in the oven. While the muffins baked, I watched Sunday 
Mass online through the Denver archdiocese. The celebrant was 
Matt McGee and, during the homily, he talked about Bruno 
Lanteri. Venerable Bruno Lanteri was the founder of the Oblates 
of the Virgin Mary. He often used a phrase that became the 
motto of their order, “Begin again.”

Begin again. That phrase resonated within me. It brought me 
a sense of liberation, but also fatigue. We are all able to start over 
again, to try again, to attempt to fix what needs mending. Yet it 
also means we can’t give up, we have to keep trying. I can’t just 
throw my hands up and say, “Well, no more baking with Zoe. 
Problem solved.” 

Lanteri said, “Holiness does not consist in never failing, but in 
rising immediately, recognizing our weakness and asking God’s 
forgiveness, and in doing this with peace of heart, without letting 
ourselves be troubled.”

I sighed. Begin again. A couple days later, the muffins were 
gone and I saw we still had two cups of cranberries in the refrig-
erator. Could I do this? I asked Zoe if she would like to make 
cranberry muffins. She looked up at me with uncertainty. I 
smiled. “I know I can be hard on you when we bake together, but 
I need to work on staying calm, and you can learn how to bake,” 
I explained.

“Alright,” she replied hesitantly.
When she measured out the f lour, I only checked the amount 

and ignored the f lour on the table. This time we each had an 
egg to crack, and when it was her turn to crack the egg, I just 
looked away. After she got the egg in the bowl I asked if there 
was any shell in the batter. “I don’t think so,” she replied. When 
I started to feel tense, I mentally would repeat, “Begin again. 
Begin again.” It wasn’t a perfect interaction, but we managed to 
bake muffins without tears or walking away from each other. 

I’m sure I will have my moments of irritability when we are 
in the kitchen together, but we made our third batch of muffins 
today (yes, we seriously overestimated how many cranberries we 
needed for Thanksgiving). 

After we got the muffin tin in the oven, she said, “I really like 
baking with you, Momma.” W
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T hings fall apart; the centre cannot hold”—a poetic 
description of disorder, that transitional period between 
the dissolution of an old order and the emergence of a not-

yet reorder. It seems to me that we are living through such a period 
as the winds of change batter the assumptions and structures that 
gave form to our way of life for many years. Political, judicial, 
medical, even religious institutions seem to be groaning in the 
face of gale-force winds blowing through them at this time.

A typical human response to such a storm is to hunker down, 
to cling to what has worked in the past. The thought seems to be, 
if we just try harder, hold on to what ordered our lives in the past, we 
will get through this turmoil. It is an understandable reaction, but 
not a biblically approved approach. After the first eleven chapters 
of Genesis depict a word in disorder, the first sign of hope is the 
call of Abram and Sarai. They are to leave behind their former 
way of life and journey to a new land. Moses also receives a call, to 
lead a people out of slavery to a Promised Land. For Christians, 
the ultimate example of the kind of courage it takes to move 
through disorder to a reordering is Jesus of Nazareth. His trust 
in God enables him to let go of life itself and waken to new life. 

All of these stories depict a willingness to trust God and be led 
from one way of life to another, a new land, a new life. They also 
make it clear that the transition through disorder is painful. Are 
we being asked to make such a transition at this time? The signs 
of the times suggest we are undergoing major changes. Disorder 
appears in the form of fires, f loods, viruses, in violence. It seems 
we are being called to leave behind a way of life that once ordered 
our existence.

As surely as Scripture tells us that such times of disorder have 
occurred before, the stories also suggest what to do in such times. 
We are to trust God (faith), move forward (hope), and care 
for each other (love) as we journey together into an unknown, 
unknowable future. As Christians, the role model is Jesus—who 
humbled himself. He did not come in power and might to “shock 
and awe” the people of his time. He came in simplicity to be with 
others and to share his experience of being loved by God. Perhaps 
this is the way forward for us as well—to cultivate a child-like 
trust in the Ultimate Reality of Love. Placing our faith in and 
giving our hearts to God opens us not only to receiving grace, but 

Winds of Change
By Carolyn Goddard

to manifesting it ourselves as we walk through the rubble-strewn 
path of our former assumptions and institutions. Jesus says there 
is a way, a truth and a light that will guide us through the current 
disorder to a new life. The transition will surely be difficult, it 
will entail pain. The saving grace is that we have been shown the 
way, given hope, and suddenly we have a host of new brothers 
and sisters to walk with us on the way. W

Grandparents’ Day
B elow are some photos from our recent Grandparents’ Day 

at Christ the King School. W
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WEDDINGS
Roscoe Lee Anderson and 
Alexandria Gabrielle Tittor
Michael Edward Callahan and 
Sarah Worthington Keville
Ethan Thomas Dick and 
Makenzie Lynn Cisewski
Jarrod Thomas Hajek and 
Kaylee Nichols Snyder
Logan Williams Hughes and 
Nancy Gleeson Herron
Adam Christopher Klenk and 
Emily Eileen Bullinger
Raymond Gilbert Kramer III 
and Heather Blake McCulloch
Nathan John Longest and 
Mary Catherine Burdge
Aaron Jesse Lovely and 
Teresa Michelle Brennan
Robert Maxwell Lyons and 
Gabrielle Colleen Davis
Garrett Joseph Marshall and 
Caroline April Winters
Kyle Joseph Matthees and 
Amelia Marston
Patrick Michael McAlexander 
and Sarah Nicole Alfieri
Marcelo José Morrice and 
Abby Rose Grover
Spencer Meier Pekar and 
Megan Allison Keelan
Priyesh Patel and Victoria 
Marie Skrip
Dylan James Ritter and Sarah 
Aymen Naguib
Bruce Joshua Robert, Jr. and 
Julia Mason
Francis Anthony Scabilloni 
and Adriana Maria Villa
Michael Anthony Shewchuk 
and Abigail Rose Doeg
Tyler Clark Simmons and 
Megan Elizabeth Brown
Evan Whitney Watkins and 
Morgan Alexandra Burch

BAPTISMS
Amelia Kate Arnold
Caroline Margaret Bailey
Sabrina Wren Bailey

Jack Alexander Bars
Matthew Daniel Blumhard
Annabelle Kathleen Borchers
Callaway Jane Butera
Finlay McKenzie Caldwell
Nolan Nicholson Chadwick
George Francis Cherwak III
Kendall Marie Clark
Grady Cooper Cox
Jack August Cummings
Alice Rose Daly
Sarah Katherine Diehl
Macaire Elizabeth Dillon
Eloise McCann Donnelly
John Beckham Drake
Elliott Walker Dunaway
Owen Everett Dunaway
Adrian Ruttapon Engle
Andrew Richard Fleckenstein
Quinn Carter Fritz
Chloe Dean Getter
Isla Vonn Gregory
Matthew David Groves
Katherine Ann Gruber
Hannah Grace Hagerty
Barbara Ryan Hellmann
Mia Hernandez
Hazel Rae Herron
Luke Elliott Herron
Heidi Reese Hoffman
Colin Vedder Hutzel
Henry Fisher James
Elodie Grace Johnson
William Larkin Johnston
Javier Rafael Concepcion 
Junia
Mary Elizabeth Keith
Coleman Kimbrough
Colin Joseph Kutsko
William Francis Lane
Gabriel Holland Lee
Jacqueline Korth Lenihan
Connor Daniel Lilly
William Frederick Loeffel
Frances Lenore Luchterhand
Peter James Malanchuk
Matthew Franklin Mart

Harris Lucas Mayville
Grace Eloise McGraw
Jessica May Meehan
Ryan David Meehan
Wade Stewart Meyers
Serafina Joy Montagnino
Vivienne Rhea Moore
Bennett Marie Morgan
Charles Porter Morton
Cecilia Jordan Ogrodny
Tucker Michael Otten
Noah James Perry
Brady John Reese
Brayden Lucas Romanello
Bret Anthony Russell
Ashton Hall Ryan
Henry John Schneider
James Andrew Sellars
Sebastian Adam Shifrin
Genevieve Vaughn Shinall
Jess Maurice Skinner
Sloane Margaret Stoffer
Josephine Gabrielle Stotts
Kennedy James Sutton
Dakota Grey Sybo
Charles Whittam Thigpen
John Alex Tuck
Hazel Catherine Walsh
Declan Elizabeth Welch
Gabriel Thomas Worsham
Jay Harrison Zoeller

NEW 
PARISHIONERS
Oran and Sara Aaronson
Ian Albenesius and Sally 
Smith
Jared Allen
Richard and Brianna Appert
Rachel Austin
Leonard and Kristen 
Bacharier
David and Emily Bailey
Julia Baker
Chase Ballad and Sierra Lax

Erin Barry
Blake Bars
Steve Bell and Cathy Mayo 
Bell
Stefan and Kayla Berklacich
Nicholas and Katherine 
Bessette
Benjamin Bilodeau and 
Rachel Glass
Laura Blum
Matthew Blumhard
Edward and Kathleen Boyce
Diana Boyd
Alexander and Jane Brown
Rachel Bruno
Stacy and Alan Burroughs
Mikanoush Bussey
Paul and Sabrina Butts
Joseph and Robin Cacopardo
Michael Caldwell and 
Shannon Lashlee
Terry and Sarah Calvani
Emily Campesi
Fabian and Julie Campos
Glenn and Joanna Carson
Gerard Chelak and Christine 
Klaud
Charles and Kathleen Cherry
Benjamin Chesney
Chris and Kristin Clark
Hannah Clark
Katherine Clowes
Tina Cole
Joseph McCarrick and Hila 
Cowart
Cecilia Crego
Christopher and Cecile Cyr
Nathalia Daniels
Donald Denbo
Taylor Dodd
Jake and Zoe Dovgan
Bill Downey
Kyle Eason
Daniel Fehrenbach
Emily Fenton
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Andrew and Madeline 
Fleckenstein
Lauren Ford
Michael Fowler and Gisella 
Carranza Leon
Daniel France and Christina 
MacMurdo-France
Paul and Ryan Fuerst
Sarah Garrow
Temer and Meghan 
Ghanayem
Marissa Gogniat and Michale 
McBane
Grace Gonzalez
Avalon Gouger
Heather Grome
David and Angela Haley
Shateara Hall
Shelby Halter
Robert and Karen Hannan
Clay Harris
Claire Hazlehurst
Andrea Henry
Michael and Chelsea Herron
Joseph Hoang and Megan 
Chavana Hoang
Amada Jay
Kristina Johnsen 
Andrea Johnson
Walter and Kristin Johnston
Spencer and Meredith Karney
Shannon Kelly
Coleman Kimbrough
Kay Koch
Victoria Kopyar
Wojtek and Charmaine 
Krupka
Mary Kay Kujak
Lance and Keri LeClere
Benjamin Lensgraf
Rosemary Lombardy
Brian and Maria Mabry
Damian Malnar and Kylie 
Stuckey
Matthew and Catherine Mart
Bryce Matthews

Christine Matthews
Kyle and Kelsey McCarthy
Noah McCartney and 
Madison Taney
Kevin and Meredith McGann
Robert and Chandra 
Mehringer
Meghan Merritt
Stephen Metz, Jr.
Jordan Mifsud
Calvin and Julia Milano
Charles and Mary Mount
Logan and Jessica Mulvey
Tyler Murphy and Brittany 
Saldivar
Benjamin Parker
Madeleine Pascale
Regina Peattie and Joshua 
Stevens
Melanie Perkins
Katie Peterson
Natalie Peña
Jamie Pfaff and Ethan 
Montemayor
Ashley Rau
Charles Recker and Diana 
Bibeau
Eric and Malea Reising
Jason Reminick and Carole 
Scherling
Tadarro Richardson and 
McKenzie Vater
Mary Ritchey
Josh and Julia Robert
Lucas and Paige Romanello
Alicia Rosenberg
Neil Ryan
Michael Santarelli
Taylor Lutz Santarelli
William and Sarah Schaedle
Alex Breanna Schmitt
Lauren Schulte
Nick and Kendra Scudellari
Samuel Scudellari
Michael and Abby Shewchuk

Tyler and Megan Simmons
Jess Skinner
Howard and Julie Slaughter
Haley Smethers
Alexander and Bridget Smith
Mary Jane Smith
Kaitlin Stanfield
Eric and Lauren Sutton
Brian and Bao Truc Sybo
Nathan Thigpen and Elizabeth 
Whittam
Alexandra Thompson
Janet Thompson
Edward and Theresa 
Thurman
Cassandra Titus
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W e had a week-long adventure this summer on the Rocky 
Railway, where we focused on inviting God into our 
hearts and building a friendship with Jesus. With par-

ticipants ranging in grades Pre-K through fifth grade, and both 
teen and adult leaders guiding the stations, we were constantly 
enriched and reminded of God’s love for us. Each day during our 
VBS week, the kids were immersed in exciting activities and sta-
tions centered around Bible stories, with one main Bible point each 
day. Each day’s activities include crafts, drama, games, snacks, 
video, and music. It sure was an exciting time on the Railway! W

VBS 2021: Rocky Railway 
Jesus’s Power Pulls Us Through!
By Jaimie Gorman

We hope you can join us for VBS 2022!  
It’s sure to be MONUMENTAL!!  

July 18-22

Go to  https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040444acaf29a6fd0-vbscommittees  

to join a committee and see how you can help with preparations 
for VBS 2022!

Interested in joining us for VBS 2022? Both Adult Volunteer 
and Teen Leader (limited spots!) registration opens on March 1, 
2022, and Participant Registration runs from April 1-June 15.


