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A Survival Story: The Elizabeth Ministry
By Jan Dunn

E lizabeth Ministry is an international movement based on the Scriptural story of 
Mary’s visit with Elizabeth when they were both pregnant. It is designed to support 
women and their families during the joys, trials, and sorrows of the childbearing 

years. Our mission is to cherish children, encourage families, and build community. Christ 
the King Elizabeth Ministers are women willing to visit and share their presence, stories, 
and experience in the hope that these will encourage another woman and her family. 

Probably the most important thing we offer is our prayers. Prayers for those expecting a 
baby, those whose babies are going through difficult medical challenges, and those whose 
babies did not survive the pregnancy. We know God hears and answers all our prayers, and 
there have been seemingly miraculous survival situations. But also, there have been tragic 
outcomes in which God has taken to Heaven babies who could not survive life on earth. I 
want to tell you about a survival story in this article. 

Baby Frances Luchterhand didn’t come on time. She was very late, which was troubling for 
her parents. At a check-up visit late in her pregnancy, Mom, Aimee, and Dad, Kam, found 
out that baby Frances had a congenital malformation of the blood vessels in her brain called 
Vein of Galen Malformation (VOGM). Of course they were frightened. Having never heard 
of VOGM, they “Googled” to find that it is a very rare condition. In VOGM, one of the 
arteries in the brain is dumping oxygenated blood back into the venous circulation, causing 
increased work for the baby’s little heart. They were told Frances 
might not survive a normal delivery, so a caesarean delivery was 

planned. Frances was so 
unstable after delivery 
that she required a 
breathing tube and 
mechanical ventilation. 
After a six-week stay 
in the neonatal ICU, 
Aimee and Kam were 
allowed to take her 
home. Needless to say, 
this was all frightening. 
Frances was going to 
require multiple visits 
to a specialist and many 
procedures. 

When Frances was 
about five months old, 
Margaret Emsweller, 
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Pastoral Care Coordinator at CTK, told Aimee about Elizabeth Ministry. She told Aimee that there was a mom who could reach 
out to her who had a daughter born with VOGM. 

Tera Wilson wanted to “give back” some of the love and support she had received after her baby was born. Elizabeth Ministry 
had been there through the years of ups and downs and finally successful surgery. She was lovingly offering her support to Aimee. 
Tera’s daughter, Finley, was now a healthy, active six-year-old! 

The two moms met and built a bond over the ensuing year. Aimee said with VOGM being so rare, it was mind-boggling to 
find Tera. She understood what they were going through. For sure, God put them together! 

In Tera’s words, “the love and support of the Elizabeth Ministry made a huge impact on our lives from the very moment they 
learned about Finley’s condition and my high-risk pregnancy. These ladies are such a light and a blessing! We were simply over-
whelmed with prayer, encouragement, and generosity. In the midst of trouble and heartache, it’s hard to understand the why, but 
God is so good and His plan is so great. I just feel honored that Finley and I could be a glimmer of hope for Frances and Aimee. 
It’s amazing how He works. So many years later, the same amazing group of women could connect the four of us with such a rare 
condition to then support one another.”

Not only did God put Tera there for Aimee, but additionally, Tera’s mother reached out to Aimee’s mother…grandmother to 
grandmother. They remain close friends. 

As I said before, the most important thing we can give mothers is our prayers for them and their babies. Aimee has said how 
much she loves receiving the Elizabeth Ministry emails and how wonderful it is to know so many moms have been praying for 
Frances. 

Our prayers were answered in a blessed way. In October, Frances underwent a curative surgical procedure!! God is so good! 
Not every story has such a happy outcome. However, Elizabeth Ministers are available to support moms suffering after infant 

loss due to miscarriage or infant death, those dealing with infertility, and those with postpartum depression. 
Elizabeth Ministry was started at CTK in 2014 and has been a blessing to many, many families through the years. The COVID 

pandemic has disrupted this much-needed ministry, and we struggle to get back to the level of service we had before. If you are 
interested in being a minister or if you are pregnant and would appreciate the support of another mom, please contact Erin Perry 
at elizabeth.ministry@ctk-nashville.org. 

Thank you to Tera, Finley, Aimee, and Frances for their contributions to this article. W

CTK Fall Festival 2022: 85 Years Strong!
By Merrill Bohren

M embers of the Christ the King community gathered on Saturday, 
September 10, to celebrate 85 Years Strong at the annual Community 
Festival. Not even some rain could dampen the enthusiasm and spirit 

of the event! The genesis for this annual affair began more than 15 years ago as 
an idea from longtime parishioner Margie Franciscan Grover. Margie had fond 

memories of the school carnival as a child 
growing up at Christ the King, and she 
envisioned reviving the community event 
and creating new memories for the next 
generation. She recruited a merry band, 
and the festival has become one of the 
most anticipated and beloved community 
events for both adults and kids.

Early in the morning, the campus 
was abuzz with activity as the Knights of Columbus and other volunteers helped the Festival 
Committee prepare the field for the day’s activities, get the games ready, and set up the tents. 
With the grills sizzling, parishioners and community friends of all ages navigated the intermittent 
rain to enjoy a day of food, fellowship, and fun. The sounds of laughter echoed as the children 
darted around the field from bouncy to bungee to carnival games. They climbed onto ponies 
and took a ride on the train, many with freshly painted faces. While the kids played the day 
away, adults gathered under the tents to enjoy some music, a little football, and play some Bingo. 
Many attendees tried their luck at the Women’s Council Cake Wheel in hopes of bringing home 



3 Volume 24, Issue 3 l Advent 2022

one of their delectable creations. Our Catholic 
high schools shared their spirit, and the Boy 
Scouts shared their talents. The day ended with 
a beautiful Mass in the church celebrating this 
amazing community of Christ the King. 

It truly takes a community to put on a festival 
like this. And boy, did the Christ the King 
community step up. Church members, school 
parents, neighbors, and many more pitched in 
and donated more than 200 volunteer hours 
to cook the food, work the games, clean up 
the site, and keep smiles on everyone’s faces. 
Through their hard work and dedication, there 
is no doubt new memories were made by all who joined! W

News from the Women’s Council
By Sally Holzapfel

T he Women’s Council has been very busy this year. We 
started with a casual get-together in the grotto. The event 
was co-sponsored with the Knights of Columbus. It was a 

beautiful evening, and the food and drink were plentiful. It was a 
great chance to visit with friends and meet new CTK parishioners.

In May we hosted a Fashion Show. Women were able to view the 
latest fashions and enjoy an afternoon of fellowship with others.

As fall rolled around, so did the Community Festival. For years, 
the Women’s Council has hosted the Cake Wheel at this event, 
and this year was no different. The lucky winner’s prize included 
delicious baked treats such as cakes, cookies, and brownies.

In November, we held a Songwriter’s Night featuring Jamie 
O’Neal, Deanna Bryant, and Wil Nance. The night started with 
a social hour, hors d’oeuvres, and drinks. The songwriters then 
took center stage to perform their songs and tell the story behind 
those songs. It was an amazing evening. The Women’s Council 
also conducted an online auction as part of this event.

Our last endeavor for the year is to participate in CTK’s Angel Tree. This worthy event supports many in need during the Christmas 
season, and the Women’s Council is happy to be a part of it.

Yes, 2022 has been a busy year for the Women’s Council. Plans are right around the corner for 2023. Women of the parish, come 
join us. The Women’s Council has been around since 1937. It has served the parish and community for over five generations. All 

our fundraising events serve CTK and a variety of other charities. 
The Women’s Council meetings bring friends together to enjoy 
each other’s company and contribute in a special way to our CTK 
community. Come give us a try! We would love to have you join 
us! W
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I was told recently that it’s irreverent to chew the Body of Christ 
after receiving Holy Communion, and that I should allow it to 
dissolve on my tongue instead. I was also told that I should use 

the word “consume” instead of “eat” when I talk about receiving 
the Body of Christ. I’ve been chewing and saying “eat” for years. 
Can you clear this up for me?

You do not need to change anything about how you are 
receiving or speaking about the Eucharist. In the sacrament 
of the Eucharist, the Lord Jesus gives himself to us under the 
appearances of bread and wine, and so we are to receive him as 
we receive bread and wine. In the case of bread, this normally 
involves chewing and swallowing, and so we may indeed chew 
and swallow the body of Christ.

If the Lord did not intend for us to use the word “eat” to 
describe the reception of his body, he would not have used it 
himself: “Take and eat…” “Whoever eats this bread will live 
forever...” “Whoever does not eat my f lesh…” As a matter of 
fact, after using the normal Greek word for “eat” in John 6:53—
phago—Jesus goes on in the subsequent verse to use the term 
trogo, a more graphic word that means “chew,” “rend,” or “gnaw.” 
Jesus himself tells us to chew his body. We have no reason to 
doubt that the apostles themselves chewed on the bread the Lord 
handed to them at the Last Supper, and so we can assume that 
Jesus intends for us to do the same. For all these same reasons, 
there is no reason to avoid using the term “eating” to refer to our 
reception of the sacrament. 

The prohibition of chewing is a good example of how well-
intentioned piety can, under certain circumstances, lead us to 
miss the point. The sacrament of the Eucharist is the source and 
summit of the Christian faith. It is the loftiest of our mysteries, 
and sometimes we seek to protect those mysteries by using our 
words and actions to create distance between the sacraments and 
everyday life. This is a mistake. The greatest mystery is that Jesus 
comes to us precisely through the stuff of everyday life: bread at 
the table, and a cup of wine shared with friends. W

True Notes: The Second Coming
By Deacon Bob

A s we prepare for the birth of the Christ child, the thought comes to mind, when will the Lord come back? It seems the 
earliest Christians thought it would be soon, perhaps even in their lifetime. And, depending on the world situation, 
almost every generation may have hoped it would be soon, and may have had false prophets predicting it. Scripture tells 

us, “No one knows when that day and hour will come…” (Mt 24:36).
Our Catholic theology and Scripture inform us that the Kingdom began with the First Coming, that the Kingdom is now, and 

the Kingdom is yet to come; and it will expand after the Resurrection, when Jesus promises to send us the Holy Spirit (Paraclete) 
to be with/in each of us. So, I have my own theory about when the Christ will once again appear. I believe the Father is waiting 
for us Christians to be Christian, by loving God and loving our neighbor. Oh, I don’t think even God is expecting everybody will 
get that loving—there will be a tipping point, perhaps a simple majority? My favorite scripture, Matthew 25, makes it very clear, 
and as an ole Marine, I accept this as our marching orders. I fail, every day, accomplishing those orders, because my ego or quick 
temper gets in the way of the Spirit within; but God already knows that, and, as Merton said, “I believe the desire to please You 
does in fact please You.” So, I keep trying.

If you would like to share any thoughts on this subject, or just visit, call me (615-243-8783) or email (btrue56@gmail.com). I’m 
not very good at texting. W

Ask Father Dexter
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F or the first time in its 37-year existence, Habitat for Humanity of Greater Nashville has been forced to postpone all fall home 
builds due to supply chain issues. That included the Catholic Build, which was scheduled for the weekend of November 18-20, 
when several parishes planned to partner to build a house for Wanda Howard and her 14-year-old grandson. Thankfully, the 

build has now been rescheduled for the weekend of March 24-26, 2023.
This fall, both our Habitat and Mur-Ci Homes projects met and, once again, exceeded our fundraising goals. Now we must wait to 

pick up work tools and do the hard—but rewarding—work of constructing the house.
Wanda Howard and her grandson Brandon must also wait. But Wanda is accustomed to waiting. In 2010, like most of us her age, 

she was beginning to allow herself to think about what retirement might 
be like. Tragically, her only son, Brandon’s father, was senselessly murdered 
later that year. Her life had forever changed in an instant by a senseless act of 
violence. She immediately became the guardian and caregiver of her 2-year-
old grandson. Any thoughts of retirement must now wait.

After her son’s death, Wanda’s main concern was giving Brandon a sense 
of security and a place to call home. She applied for a Habitat house, but she 
did not qualify. She had to wait. She wanted to apply again but had to wait. 
She was thrilled when she was successful in her second attempt to qualify—
not so much for herself—but for Brandon. Still, she had to wait to complete 
Habitat’s requirements: the 80 hours of classroom instruction, the 20 hours of 
work in the Habitat Restore, the 100 hours of work on other people’s homes. 
She had to wait to save the money necessary for her down payment.

With the help of Christ the King and other parishes, her home was finally 
scheduled for construction this fall. But due to supply chain issues entirely 
beyond her control, Wanda was forced to wait yet again.

As a parish, we too are accustomed to waiting. In fact, we have just begun 
the season of Advent, when we celebrate waiting—waiting for Christ’s 
Incarnation and birth and His coming into our lives through grace and the 
sacraments. So, as we begin our penance and preparation during this Advent 
season, let us give thanks for our many blessings and hope for our futures. 
Let us also remember Wanda and Brandon in our prayers, that we might 
complete the construction of their house this spring, that Wanda will turn 
the house into a secure place for Brandon and create a place both can call 
home. W

For Their Sake
By Carolyn Goddard

Brandon Howard

A fter a stay in a clinic to help him deal with depression and anxiety, a family member came to Nashville to live with my 
family for a while. My daughter asked him about his time in treatment. He said one of the hard parts was having his 
shoelaces and his razor blades confiscated for the duration of his stay. Later my daughter said to me, “I can understand 

how that would be annoying for him if he did not feel suicidal, but other people in the clinic might be at risk. It was a good thing 
for him to give up his shoelaces and razor blades for their sake.”

 “For their sake”— my daughter’s words warmed my heart. They revealed her awareness of the need for sacrifice when living 
with others, of the importance of serving the common good. One of the things I am most thankful for in our tradition is 
its emphasis on community. Each time we take Communion, we assent to our identity as “the Body of Christ” and thereby 
acknowledge our bond with others. Conscious of our interconnection to one another, we live in relationships that regularly call 
on us to moderate our behavior for the benefit of others.

Many people today are noting the fragmentation of our sense of community. It seems we live in a world where individuals are 
less aware, or less caring, of how their behavior can harm others. May we be renewed by the Spirit in such a way that all of us 
amend our attitudes and behaviors for the sake of others. W

Habitat Build: Waiting
By Jim Bryan
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By Alan Mila

Christ the King 
Students Are 
Going Forth

E ach year, the school faculty and 
staff decide on a school theme to 
help guide our activities and focus 

our attention. This year’s theme comes 
from the end of the Gospel according 
to Mark, when Jesus commissions the 
disciples to “Go into the whole world and 
proclaim the gospel to every creature” 
(Mark 16:15). We believe Jesus was not 
speaking only to the eleven in his midst, 
but to each one of us, commanding us to 
go forth to spread the Good News. Of 
course, this is somewhat difficult at the 
elementary school level—children aged 
four to 14—are not the “ideal volunteers” 
to most organizations! And yet, we find 
ways to engage in service and proclaim 
the Good News with our lives.

One of the primary organizations with 
which the school engages is Room in the 
Inn. Working closely with the parish, 
our eighth graders take time out of their 
lunch and recess to prepare food for 
our guests, grades take turns to prepare 
the accommodations by setting up the 
bedding and preparing the space for our 
guests’ arrival, our youngest students 
write encouraging notes and draw 
pictures for the homeless to brighten 
their day, and many students across 
many grades visit with our guests while 
they are here on campus. This coming 
Catholic Schools Week in January, we 
are planning a major, school-wide service 

project that aims to engage every student and parent to serve those less fortunate than 
us, specifically the homeless through RITI.

Keeping with the spirit of providing for those who need help, for the second year in 
a row, our fourth-grade class has participated in “Lasagna Love.” Begun during the 
pandemic, “Lasagna Love” provides a healthy, fulfilling meal for a family or person in 
need. As part of their class retreat on All Saints Day, the fourth-grade students worked 
together to make 12 lasagnas that were delivered to families in need. While our students 
may not have seen the recipients, they poured their love and concern into each lasagna 
and prayed for the recipients while they worked.

The first-grade class chose to support an organization very close to their teacher, Mrs. 
Stephanie Wyatt (who placed in the top three for “Best Teacher” for the Nashville Scene 
“Best of Nashville—2022”), by partnering with the Junior Diabetes Research Foundation 
(JDRF) for their Social Justice Initiative. Students learned about the impact of diabetes 
on children, especially those who may not have the resources needed to manage their 
diabetes. The first graders raised almost $2,500 for the JDRF and then participated in 
the annual JDRF Walk-a-Thon to show their support for this community.
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PHOTOS BY JEANETTE NEUHOFF VOGT OF LASAGNA LOVE AND 
ANNUAL FUNDRAISER WALK FOR JUVENILE DIABETES

As we continue throughout the year, each grade will find a way to bring the Gospel to every creature, sharing the love of Christ 
within our building, our parish community, our neighborhood, and beyond. We thank you for your continued support of the school, 

a ministry of the parish. And if you have a way you think the 
school could spread the Good News, please feel free to contact 
the school office and share your ideas. W

PHOTO BY MEG DARKE OF CHRIST THE KING STUDENTS 
VOLUNTEERING FOR ROOM IN THE INN
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News from PREP
By Kirsten Osborne

O ur Parish Religious Education Program (PREP) is growing, and we’re 
so excited to see old and new faces on Sunday mornings. This year, 
there are 31 students enrolled in preschool PREP and 198 students 

enrolled in K-8 PREP. The biggest growth has been in the pre-sacramental 
and sacramental year—–we have three first-grade classes for the first time in 
Christ the King’s history!

With new students have come several new catechists. Currently, we have 24 
catechists teaching classes, in addition to several teen assistants. Approximate-
ly half of the catechists are new to teaching PREP this year. They are parish-
ioners of all ages, from college students to parents of young children to retired 

teachers, and they 
have a wide variety 
of backgrounds 
and skill sets that 
they bring to the 
classroom. A 
couple of parish-
ioners with special 
education teach-
ing experience also 
have volunteered 
to help include 
students with special needs—we are grateful for their specialized skills and 
willingness to give their time.

The classes use the Loyola Press Christ our Life curriculum, just as in 
Christ the King School, but some of the students’ favorite activities are often 
crafts or other activities created by their catechist. This semester, the first 
graders have planted seeds and made burning bushes, the kindergarteners 
have made the world that God created, and even the eighth graders have 
made some art, depicting what the Beatitudes mean to them. 

We are looking for PREP substitute teachers and assistants on an ongoing 
basis. If you feel called to this ministry or would like more information, 
please email kirsten.osborne@ctk-nashville.org. W



9 Volume 24, Issue 3 l Advent 2022

CTK Adult Education Offers Fall Series on Vatican II
By Jon Stotts

W hat happened during the Second Vatican Council? 
Why does it matter?

To commemorate the 60th anniversary of the opening 
of Vatican II this fall, CTK parishioners spent the four Sundays 
of October learning about the Council. Since most presentations 
on Vatican II tend to focus on the documents promulgated by 
the Council, we thought it would be interesting to step back and 
take a look at the Council process itself. How did 2,400 bishops 
manage to agree on the contents of the 16 documents that shape 
how Catholics understand themselves and their world?

Going into the Council in 1962, most everyone thought that 
the bishops would meet for a month or two in Rome. They might 
produce a basic summary of what was happening in Church 
teaching and practice, list some problems that should be corrected, 
have some Masses with plenty of pomp and circumstance, maybe 
eat some gelato, and then go home. While many were aware of some of the serious issues underlying the past several centuries—the 
erosion of the church’s political power (no more papal armies), the challenge of democratic-style government to monarchical rule, the 
impact of modern scientific thinking on theology and Scripture—few bishops thought that these would be matters on the Council 
table. Everyone expected the Council to reaffirm the stability of a changeless church, a church of priests and bishops that guides the 
laity throughout the world with paternal firmness, a church secure in its own identity and confident in its own strength. 

Instead, the Council fathers looked in the mirror. Staring back at them was a church that 
had, like the world around it, been through hell. Centuries of religious reformations, political 
revolutions, colonization, decolonization, world wars, and mass genocide. But also a church that 
had experienced amazing scientific and scholarly achievements, mass literacy, movements for 
equality, and the promise of international peace accords. This church looked older, more tired, 
less proud.

And so the bishops put everything on the table and examined it. Through an overly complicated 
and altogether human process of committee meetings, general sessions, back-channeling, and 
papal intervention, 2,400 bishops came to an agreement about what God was calling the Church 
to be. They drafted documents on the relationship of the Church and the modern world, on how 
Catholics read the Bible, and on how Catholics should relate to non-Christians. They argued 
about the centrality of the papacy, about whether individuals should have the right to choose 
their own religious practice, and about whether the Mass should only be in Latin. 

The final versions of the 16 documents of the Second Vatican Council were approved by 
an overwhelming majority of the Church bishops. Near unanimity in every case. That they 
were able to do so is a marvel wrought by the Holy Spirit. And how they did so, the process 
of the Council, tells us something important about the how the Church is meant to function. 
The bishops accomplished the Second Vatican Council by listening to one another. By working 
together. By consensus and mutuality and collegiality. In their style, their principles, and their 
conclusions, the 16 documents of the Second Vatican Council affirm a church that is meant to be 

in dialogue with itself, with the world, and with God. Not a self-confident church that has already arrived in heaven, nor a church that 
fearfully clings to its reputation, its properties, its power, but a church still traveling on the way, a curious and agile church enamored 
with the compassionate God hidden all over the world. A church who persuades not by means of threat and reward but through its 
wisdom and steadfast commitment to human flourishing. In the words of Pope Francis, a synodal church.

That’s what we talked about for four weeks in October. Over the coming year, we’ll spend some of our Sunday mornings looking 
more closely at specific Council documents to better understand how the Church has developed on issues like Scripture, interfaith 
relationships, and liturgical change. 

CTK’s Sunday morning adult education sessions are open to anyone who wants to deepen their Catholic faith and practice in 
community with others. Faith touches every aspect of life, and so our Sunday mornings feature presentations on a wide variety of 
topics, from overtly religious topics in theology and Scripture to works of literature or happenings in the community. Some people 
come every week, and others drop in when there’s a topic that interests them. No signups or preparation are necessary: come as you are. 
If you have an idea for a topic or presenter, contact Jon Stotts (jon.stotts@ctk-nashville.org). W
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Reflections on Gardening
By Chuck Vehorn, Master Gardener since 2014

I f you have ever planted a seed and watched it grow, you are playing a part in the creation process. Have you enjoyed observing 
the leaves starting to take shape, then the buds forming, and finally turning into f lowers? Planting and maintaining a garden 
of f lowers, or vegetables, or both, can be a rewarding endeavor.

There is another aspect of creativity that can be experienced through gardening. This deals with the gardener’s own creativity 
in designing a garden. Take a f lower garden, for example, the designer has several questions to answer. Is the garden in the sun 
or shade, is it on a slope or f lat land, do you want annuals, perennials, or both? When viewed from the house will the tall f low-
ers be in the back and the shorter f lowers in the front? Which particular color palette works best? If the right plant is put in the 
right place, it will f lourish; if not, then that’s a learning experience (the plant taught you it didn’t like its location). Gardening 
can be viewed as a series of experiments. Try this and try that, and then continue the next year with the plants that worked. Each 
year the garden becomes more robust by experimenting to find out what works. In vegetable gardening, one thing that works is 
including companion f lowers, because certain f lowers, like marigolds, can deter vegetable pests. But one cautionary note, start 
small. Don’t be overly ambitious, because care of a large garden takes disproportionately more time than care of a small garden. 

While avid gardeners can get wrapped up in their own garden, there is a larger picture to consider. From flowers, to vegetables, 
to shrubs, to trees, and even weeds, each plant has a role to play in nature’s plan. Botanists have observed a symbiotic relationship 
between certain plants, each gains benefit from the other. Also, they have observed the reciprocal relationship between plants 
and insects. The plant needs a pollinator to make the plant fertile, the insect needs the plant’s nectar for food. Continuing up 
the food chain, birds need the insects to feed their young. Certain plants become the host plant for certain insects. For example, 
the monarch butterf ly will only lay her eggs on a milkweed plant. The plant contains a toxin that discourages birds from eating 
these caterpillars. Plant diversity fosters a diversity of insects, with beneficial insects working to keep the pests in check. Finally, 
it turns out that trees play a crucial role in our fresh air through photosynthesis, and a native oak, for example, provides food and 
shelter for hundreds of species to maintain our ecosystem. So, ref lect on the Divine Hand that designed this intricate system. 
Then plant a garden, plant a tree, and feed nature. (Numerous examples of reciprocity and symbiosis can be found in Braiding 
Sweetgrass: Indigenous Wisdom, Scientific Knowledge, and the Teaching of Plants, by Robin Wall Kimmerer, an academic botanist 
and member of the Citizen Potawatomi Nation.) W

Haiti Needs Our Help!
By Martha Weissert and the Haiti Ministry

T hese people need our help more than ever. These are our friends, the families of our Twin Parish, Our Mother of the Seven 
Sorrows in Pilette, Haiti. These are the families of the children in our Twin Parish school. They are suffering.

When we recently spoke by phone to our 
friend and former pastor in Pilette, we asked how he was 
doing in this troubled time. He said, “Trying to survive.” 
Those who know him know he is always positive, happy, 
and strong. His words broke our hearts. He told us that 
even though the worst fighting is in the cities, the rural 
areas of our Twin Parishes are being devastated by the 
atrocities of the gang wars in Haiti. Gasoline, utilities, 
communications, and food availability are all limited and 
sporadic. Nothing is operating normally. People, even 
our farmers, are hungry or worse.

All we can do from here is to continue to raise money 
to help them and to pray every day for God’s merciful 
intervention. We cannot let them down. 

As the Collect from the 32nd Sunday in Ordinary 
Time said, “Almighty and merciful God, graciously keep 
us from all adversity, so that, unhindered in mind and 
body alike, we may pursue in freedom of heart the things 
that are yours.” W
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WEDDINGS
Michael Joseph Agnew, Jr., 
and Paula Sahakian Nunn
Jarrod Donald Allen and 
Hannah Elizabeth Clark
Chase Everett Ballard and M 
Sierra Marie Lax
Charles Scott Butterworth 
and Taylor Marie Webb
Maximilian Hamilton Carter 
and Kasandra Maria Solsrud
Clayton John Chamness and 
Grace Tiernan Wahl
Hunter Tynan Davis and Kylie 
Anne Fahel
Shawn William Eacott and 
Kimberly Marie Diokno 
Forbes
Danny Ray Hodge and Kelly 
Anne Pekovitch
Robert Joseph Marmorato, 
Jr., and Heather Nicole 
Grome
Matthew James Nickolai and 
Shannon Marie Cain
Samuel Augustus Palmer and 
Keely Shea Daniels
William David Sophiea and 
Lauren Michelle Ford
John Lucas Washburn and 
Mary Madeline Francescon
Alexander Joseph Yborra and 
Andrea Jean Henry

BAPTISMS
Edward Henrik Robert 
Cousins
John Henry Davis
Elin Elizabeth Davis
Luke Glenn Dickman
Kiera Mae Dillon
Sunday Blaise DiMeola
William George Dold
Lilah Cathryn Fay
Thomas Judah Gast
Madeleine Anne Gills
Remi Alda Gruening
Rosemary Kay Hochstein
Hartley Kaye Holthouse

Tristan Aidan Jepsen
Emma Grace Lamping
William Leland Lawrence
Alexandra Grace Maher
Emmie Grayson Meriwether
Theo Edward Meriwether
Philippa Rose Olp
Dempsey Brian O’Rourke
Piper Leigh Passons
Palmer Rose Passons
Charlotte Rose Pless
Sloane V Presley Sheldon
Weller Austin Shoulders
Parker Elizabeth Sinks
Hayden Elizabeth Vertin
Maeve Ann Whitney

NEW 
PARISHIONERS
Jenna Amico & Ryan Bundy
John Blanks
John Brackman
Lauren Brown
Paul & Catherine Burkholder 
IV
Katelyn Catalfamo
Casey Catignani
Michael Cobb
Tim Connors
Jeff & Erin Coyne
Michele Crace
Tyler & Farris Ann Crace
Hayden & Alex Farmer
Rafael & Carol Ann Fernandez 
III
Jeffrey & Taylor Feste II
Kevin & Hannah Flaherty
Candace Fox
Kevin Francese
Thomas & Maggie Gallagher
Michelle Ganon
Shane & Jessica Giles
Joel & Anna Grosser
Drew Hasenkamp & Hannah 
Heffernan
Mallory Herbst
Ann Hilton
Benjamin & Sydnie Hochstein
Ronald & Mary Ann Hogan

Jarrod Holley
Adam Holthouse
Keith & Nicole Iwinski
Tosin Joel
Christopher & Carly Kennedy
Meagan Kowalik
Sheila Kusnoor & Daniel 
Balasubramanian
Cassandra & David Lawrence
Bryan Lochman & Natalie 
Busby
Julia Mancini
John & Karen Maxwell
Peyton McElhone
Tracy McGrath & James 
Efinger
Thomas & Rachael McPhail III
Ellie Mugerian

Matthew & Emily Murphy
Alexandra Neely
Jocasta & Nicholas Olp
Kearstin Paterson
Erianne Roos
Stephen & Magda Schleicher
Rebecca Sigler
Dalton & Tayler Stevens
Meaghan & Chris Stranix
Josh & Carli Taylor
Elizabeth Thompson
Michael & Leigh Toomey
Ernest & Ashley Tubb III
Callie Twisselman
John Vitou
William & Tracy Vitou
Andrew & Caroline Wesnofske

August 4 – November 16, 2022MILESTONES IN FAITH
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C hrist the King is selling fair-trade Haitian coffee. 
HELP HAITI
Purchase Singing Rooster Coffee at $10 a bag!

MONTHLY AFTER MASS OR ANYTIME ONLINE
You may purchase onsite with cash or check, or online via 

WeShare at https://ctknashville.weshareonline.org/
For more information about Christ the King’s Haitian 

Coffee Project, visit https://
c t k .o r g / h a i t i a n-cof f e e -
project.

For more information 
about Christ the King’s Haiti 
ministry with Our Lady 
of Grace and Our Lady of 
Seven Sorrows parishes, visit  
https://ctk.org/haiti-twin-
parish. W

Haitian Coffee Project


