
LS #22: These problems are closely linked to a throwaway 
culture which affects the excluded people just as it quickly 
reduces things to rubbish. To cite one example, most of the 
paper we produce is thrown away and not recycled. It is 
hard for us to accept that the way natural ecosystems work 
is exemplary: plants synthesize nutrients which feed 
herbivores; these in turn become food for carnivores, which 
produce significant quantities of organic waste which give 
rise to new generations of plants. But our industrial system, 
at the end of its cycle of production and consumption, has 
not developed the capacity to absorb and reuse waste and 
by-products. We have not yet managed to adopt a circular 
model of production capable of preserving resources for 
present and future generations, while limiting as much as 
possible the use of non-renewable resources, moderating 
their consumption, maximizing their efficient use, reusing 
and recycling them. A serious consideration of this issue 
would be one way of counteracting the throwaway culture 
which affects the entire planet, but it must be said that only 
limited progress has been made in this regard. 

 

Discussion prompts for LS #22:  

• Where does the trash from your house end up? 
• Where does the trash from the parish end up? 

 

 

• Make a list of the things you have thrown away this 
weekend:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



LS #120-123: Since everything is interrelated, concern for 
the protection of nature is also incompatible with the 
justification of abortion. How can we genuinely teach the 
importance of concern for other vulnerable beings, 
however troublesome or inconvenient they may be, if we 
fail to protect a human embryo, even when its presence is 
uncomfortable and creates difficulties? “If personal and 
social sensitivity towards the acceptance of the new life is 
lost, then other forms of acceptance that are valuable for 
society also wither away”. 

A misguided human-centered view leads to a misguided 
lifestyle. In the Apostolic Exhortation Evangelii Gaudium, I 
noted that the practical relativism typical of our age is 
“even more dangerous than doctrinal relativism”. When 
human beings place themselves at the center, they give 
absolute priority to immediate convenience and all else 
becomes relative. Hence we should not be surprised to 
find, in conjunction with the omnipresent technological 
paradigm and the cult of unlimited human power, the rise 
of a relativism which sees everything as irrelevant unless it 
serves one’s own immediate interests. There is a logic in all 
this whereby different attitudes can feed on one another, 
leading to environmental degradation and social decay. 

The culture of relativism is the same disorder which drives 
one person to take advantage of another, to treat others as 
mere objects, imposing forced labor on them or enslaving 
them to pay their debts. The same kind of thinking leads to 
the sexual exploitation of children and abandonment of the 

elderly who no longer serve our interests. It is also the 
mindset of those who say: Let us allow the invisible forces 
of the market to regulate the economy, and consider their 
impact on society and nature as collateral damage. In the 
absence of sound principles other than the satisfaction of 
our own desires and immediate needs, what limits can be 
placed on human trafficking, organized crime, the drug 
trade, commerce in blood diamonds and the fur of 
endangered species? Is it not the same relativistic logic 
which justifies buying the organs of the poor for resale or 
use in experimentation, or eliminating children because 
they are not what their parents wanted? This same “use 
and throw away” logic generates so much waste, because 
of the disordered desire to consume more than what is 
really necessary. We should not think that political efforts 
or the force of law will be sufficient to prevent actions 
which affect the environment because, when the culture 
itself is corrupt, then laws can only be seen as arbitrary 
impositions or obstacles to be avoided. 

 

Discussion prompts for LS #120-123: 

• More broadly than just taking out the trash of 
material items, how do I participate in a throwaway 
culture? 

• What are some tangible, practical ways that Christ 
the King can oppose a throwaway culture?  

 


